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The most important turn 
is into your driveway. 
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10 They’re home. There’s hope. 


New Orleans, desperately in need of a lift, will get it Monday 
night when the Saints return to the refurbished Superdome. 
By Paul Attner 


14 Just your average superstar 


Alex Ovechkin has the talent, skills and jaw-dropping moves 
to be the NHL's next big deal. The only thing he lacks is the 
prima donna attitude. By Kara Yorio 


20 Quarter 
horses 


Notre Dame? Shame on 
us! One-fourth of the way 
into the season, Ohio State 
is the runaway No. 1. 

By Matt Hayes 
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2 To Know List Reggie Bush's college 28 Mi NASCAR 
accomplishments could disappear. 36 Mi NFL+Fantasy Source 


On Deck The final days of baseball's 48 

playoff race. Plus, Bob Hille’s Starting 5. 58 @ NBA 
Your Turn How you tailgate—and why 59 

you think Brett Favre should be 
tailgaiting instead of quarterbacking. + 

From here to eternity Rick DiPietro’s | 60 DAVE KINDRED 


future seems set in stone, but a lot can Louisville football is done being 


happen in 15 years. disrespected. 


Send your editorial comments or complaints to Senior VP/Editorial Director 


John Rawlings at jrawlings @ sportingnews.com. 
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me things to make you an INSTANT EXPERT this week 


Helnekere 


LUGHT' presents 


Entering Week 3 of the NFL season, bright lights are shining 
exactly where many expected—in the direction of No. 25 for the 
Saints, firecracker running back Reggie Bush. New Orleans will 
face Atlanta in Bush's much-anticipated Monday night debut, 
evoking memories of a Bo Jackson-style statement of arrival on 
the national pro stage. (See story on the return of football to New 
Orleans, page 10.) 

Good timing. We may need Bush to create some instant NFL 
memories because his collegiate exploits could be wiped off the 
books soon. Officially, then, everything you remember about 
We may ne ed Reggie Bush in a Southern California 

uniform—the Heisman trophy, the 513 yards 
Bush to create against Fresno State, even the 2004 national 
some instant championship—never will have happened. 
NFL memories In April, word surfaced that Bush’s 


: parents had been living, rent-free, at the 
nat a his house of a marketing agent. Last week, 
co egiate Yahoo! sports published further allegations, 


exploits could which were supported by documentation, 
be wiped off that claimed Bush and his parents received 
the books as much as $100,000 in benefits dating as far 

back as 2004. The benefits, in violation of 
Soon. NCAA rules, allegedly came from a failed 
marketing company, New Era, and from Michael Ornstein, the 
marketing agent who eventually signed Bush. 

Bush and Ornstein deny wrongdoing. The NCAA will 
investigate, a process that will shadow Bush for much of the 
season and could do the same to USC. The worst-case scenario is 
if the NCAA finds that Bush violated rules and that the school 
either knew or should have known what was going on. Such a 
finding could set off a drastic series of punishments: The BCS 
could nullify the Trojans’ 2004 championship; the Downtown 
Athletic Club could take Bush’s name off the Heisman Trophy; 
USC could be barred from a bowl game this season. 

The case has engendered the usual arguments between those 
who think the NCAA is a money-grubbing body that enslaves its 
athletes and those who want to protect collegiate amateurism. 
Rhetorical debates are fine. For Bush, though, they’re useless. He 
is dealing with an NFL future that will be distracted by events in 
the past. 

Of course, even if the findings by the NCAA are dire and even if 
USC pays a heavy price, NFL fans will forgive and forget. They 
always do. If the NCAA says that dramatic 50-yard cutback 
touchdown run against Fresno never happened, then so be it. As 
long as he does it again to the Falcons on Monday. —Sean Deveney 
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-) ‘Cap space is the opiate of 
the NBA and all too often produces 
nothing more than an empty feeling.’ 


—NBA Insider Ira Winderman (page 58) 


N.L. wild-card race coming down to who sorta wants it >> Irish QB Quinn likely a second-day NFL pick after loss, scouts say >> Coker: Miami football ‘< 
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TELEVISION 


The sad truth 


The Cubs moved into first place in the summer of 
1967—for the first time in 22 years—and the North 
Side exploded with joy. It was July 2; Lord knows it 
didn’t last. Then came depression in ’69, disbelief in 
’84 and tears of sadness and frustration in 2003. 
HBO’s documentary Wait ’til Next Year: The Saga of 
the Chicago Cubs (premieres Tuesday at 10 p.m. ET) 
movingly conveys the sadness that lives in all true 
Cubs fans. But it whiffs on their anger. 

Somewhere between the Bartman ball and today’s 


; 2 Dusty debacle, 
: "Tatts on Epis j many lifelong 
licHicAGO CUBS ea'@® Cubs fans—not to 
cupaME 7 MCS 3 be confused with 
4% those oblivious 
42 _ frat boys in the 
= bleachers—began 
m2 to curse, not cry, 
7. FI in their ek | 
am one of them: 
pane ony Ke It. hate Steve Garvey, but | 
? Looks hate my neighborhood 
Angry? No doubt. team’s ie a play a 


whole lot more. “Any kind of rally will do;’ dear old Jack 
Brickhouse used to tell me darn near every afternoon. 
No. A World Series—the first of my life—will do. Hey, 

hey, holy mackerel, no doubt about it. The Cubs are on 
their way ... freaking nowhere. —Steve Greenberg 


Feel the love 


Every sports-loving kid—and former 
kid—in America knows what it’s like to idolize an 
athlete. A new special, DHL Presents Major League 
Baseball Hometown Heroes, will reveal which athlete 
in each major league baseball franchise's history is 
most beloved. Can a man banned by baseball still 
be the favorite of Reds fans? Is Barry Bonds bigger 
than the controversy of an era? Will Red Sox fans 
welcome back Roger Clemens into their hearts? 

Find out the results, as decided by fans, in the 
three-part series that airs September 26 (7 p.m. ET), 
27 (10 p.m. ET) and 29 (10 p.m. ET) on ESPN. 
—Tricia Garner 


BOB LEVERONE / SN 


BOOKS 
7 Brodeur's latest victory 


It's no Ball Four, but Brodeur: Beyond the Crease (Wiley; 
$24.95) by Devils goalie Martin Brodeur and Toronto Star 
columnist Damien Cox takes fans inside the life of the future Hall 
of Famer. Brodeur is honest, if not expansive. It’s clear he believes 


PODCASTING 


= os Catch them if you can 


—— Steve Smith catches passes. And now, with Larry 
Fitzgerald, Joe Horn and Joe Jurevicius, he's 

B catching waves—airwaves. The four receivers 

are teaming up to provide fans with podcasts 

every Wednesday during the NFL season. The 

j | podcasts include each player's take on his 

| |] previous game, a preview of his upcoming 


game, glimpses of his life off the field and 
answers to fans’ questions. Alltel wireless users 
/ can enter a player-specific number (available at 
f | alltelcircle.com) on their phones and get a 
| passcode to access the podcasts and be entered 
| in a contest to win game tickets and autographed 
memorabilia. Not an Alltel customer? That's OK—you 
just have to wait until Fridays, when the podcasts are 
released to the general public. —7.G. 


Hi, Steve. | 
We were just wondering: 
Why are your Panthers 
stinking up the planet? 


IN THE SPOTLIGHT; JOE TORRE 


s 
The job may seem easy, 
but right now it isn’t 

The Yankees usually are in spring training mode at this time of 
the year after winning the A.L. East. Everyone gets his work in and 
stays healthy for the playoffs. But manager Joe Torre, for once, 
has to treat this late September stretch as though it were the final 
days of March and address major roster issues. 

How will the lineup be juggled? Jason Giambi, Hideki Matsui, 
Gary Sheffield and Melky Cabrera are in the mix for playing time at 
first base, left field and DH. Torre won’t have much to go on— 
Matsui won't play the outfield until the last week of the season, 
and Sheffield might not be any better than Giambi in the infield. 
The easy decision would be to sit Giambi against lefthanders and 
sit Cabrera against righthanders, which would leave Sheffield to 
shuttle between first base and DH. 

Who will complete the rotation? Jaret Wright and Cory Lidle 
will audition to be the fourth starter. The Yanks’ opponent might 
dictate the choice—Wright has pitched better against the Tigers 
and A’s than the Twins and White Sox. 

Will the chemistry remain good? Most likely. Sheffield always is 
a candidate to have issues, but even that wouldn’t distract this Other A.L. teams are 
veteran club. And no one is complaining about Matsui being back. rolling, but the Yanks 

—Tom Gatto aren’t playoff-ready. 
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QUICK CLICKS 


It’s worth a shot 


Why do you love football? Is it the sight of a 
diving reception, a frenzied crowd, a little boy 
wearing a helmet bigger than his entire body? If 
you capture it on film—whatever it is—you and three 


with pateneapbedy Beets trateer 
a enter cemeeaiemnnantal 


former teammate Scott Niedermayer was greedy to sign with 
‘Anaheim and selfish to skip the Olympics. There is even (presumably) unintended 
humor when Brodeur admits to worrying about money during the lockout and eating 
at home more. For Devils fans or Team Canada followers, the book is a must. For 
40 f hockey fans looking forward to the season and happy with a little inside 


information, this easy read is a good choice. —Kara Yorio 
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usa.canon.com/nfl. 


friends could win trips to the Super Bowl and the 
2007 induction ceremony at the Pro Football Hall 
of Fame, where your photo will be displayed. Now 
that’s something you gotta love. For more 
information or to submit your photo, go to 


bout academics’ >> Favre insists mediocre season still within reach for Packers >> Raiders building toward mediocre 2007 >> Agassi still crying; Steffi calls him a ‘sissy’ 
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ON 


| GOTTA SEE All times Eastern 
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SAT 


Marlins at Phillies 
(1 p.m., FOX 
regional). They 
could be 1-2 in the 
N.L. wild-card 
standings. If not, 
there’s always Ryan 
Howard's run at 61 
homers, which 
apparently used to 
be some sort of 


SUN 


MON 


record. Falcons at Saints (8:30 p.m., 

@ Most of the ESPN). You'll need a hanky for the 
country gets Notre first game at the Superdome since 
Dame at Michigan Katrina hit. Just don’t throw it on 
State (8 p.m., the floor in dispute of a bad call. 
ABC), and it could 

get worse for the 


lrish—Sparty is on 
a 7-of-9 tear in 
this series. 


final table in the World 
Series of Poker Main Event 
(9 p.m., ESPN), where even the 


In the October 6 issue 


Autumn in New York. No, not that schmaltzy 
Richard Gere movie—what do you think this is, Lifetime 
for women? It’s playoff time, and this year’s version will 


have a decidedly New York feel. The air will be crisp, the 


leaves will be golden, and there will be a World Series 
champion crowned in the Big Apple. But, wait ... aren't 
there two good baseball teams in the city that never 
sleeps? 

@ Their schools are small, but their talent is large—the 
best non-BCS players in college football. 

m Exclusive coverage of the RPS Tournament. ... What 
do you mean you've never heard of it? 
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If Matt Hasselbeck, Shaun Alexander and 
Lofa Tatupu thought it was cold in Detroit 
for the Super Bowl—and that’s just 
because of the refs—wait 'til they make a 
North Pole, Alaska family’s dreams come 
true in the season premiere of Extreme 
Makeover: Home Edition (8 p.m., ABC). 


At long last, they're at the 


$100,000 chips have zero trans fat. 


Playoffs (9:30 p.m., 
NFL Network). This 
11-week series is filled 
with dance-offs and 
other physical 
challenges, but the 
best part? The weekly 
trivia contest. Oh, don’t 
even pretend watching 
that train wreck won't 
make you feel better 
about yourself. 
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FRI 


Astros at Braves (7 p.m., ESPN). Speaking of train 
wrecks, it's the last national TV appearance for the Bravos 
before their playoff streak officially goes off the tracks. Just 
a guess, but there probably won't be an on-field ceremony 
to commemorate the occasion. —Steve Greenberg 


CLICHE 
ALERT: 


are ona 
collision 


a title. 
(Hey, we 
warned 
ya.) 


KATHY WILLENS / AP 


IGLOO: STEPHAN SAVOIA / AP; FLAG: ELAINE THOMPSON / AP 


The Mets 
and Yanks 


course for 


BOB HILLE’S 
STARTING 


NFL 

pregame 

shows. 
New faces, new 
dynamics. I’m 
absorbing only bits 
of an info overload. 
I'm confused, even 
overwhelmed. See? 
They are taking me 
inside the game. 
Now | know exactly 
how Art Shell feels. 


College 

football. 

One rule 
change has 
shortened games so 
much it's affecting 
coin toss strategy: 
kick off, receive or call 
“shotgun” for the bus 
ride to the airport? 


The Chase. 

I'm still in 

shock that 
last year's champ 
has no shot to 
defend his title. | 
mean, who died and 
named Tony Stewart 
Billy the Marlin? 


Alfonso 

Soriano. 

| was 
really into all the 
speculation about 
his shot at 50-50, 
then | found out 
they weren't talking 
about the odds of 
his catching a ball 
hit his way. 


College 

hoops. 

My school’s 
‘06-07 slate is out, 
and I'm worried 
about strength of 
schedule. The home 
opener is against 
Cirque de Soleil. 


Shave Lab test #21 PD 


Titanium users receive A 
more intensive care. 


Studies show female subjects can't 
resist the new Schick’ Quattro® Titanium - 
the only razor with 4 advanced blades 
made with titanium. It stays sharp 
for a close, smooth shave with less 
irritation than the leading brand. 
The power of 4 meets Titanium. 


TURN 


There's no great car/bad car baloney about it (SN, September 22). 
missed the Chase because of karma. It'll bite you 
in the rear when you least expect it. —katz Racin Mind via SportingNews.com 


@ Talking about Brett Favre 
and the Packers is a big 
waste of time (SN, September 
22). He should have retired 
and gone away until the Hall 
of Fame induction ceremony. 
Everybody already knows 
Favre is sticking around just to 
break a few of Marino's 
records. —-domehead_1 via 
SportingNews.com 


@ The Grizz will be fine (SN, 
September 22). They have the 
freaking logo in charge of 
getting talent. They will find a 
way to win. —cnaught480 via 
SportingNews.com 


@ Rick DiPietro isn’t even in 

the top half of the goalies in the 
NHL and the Islanders give him a 
15-year contract? No wonder this 
is the worst-run team in all of 
professional sports. 
—gregb1967 via 
SportingNews.com 


@ | knew the end would be here, 
but | didn’t think it would come so 
soon for the Braves (SN, 
September 22). It’s a sad time in 
Hotlanta. —lowesfan via 
SportingNews.com 


@ Shaun Alexander has been the 
most consistent, durable and 
productive back over the past five 
years. To rank him 30th on your NFL 
top 104 list (SN, September 15) ... 


@ Our boy DiPietro has to have 
some dirt on Garth Snow, eh? — 
whucares via SportingNews.com 


Which comes closest to your tailgating M.0.?7 
SPORTINGNEWS.COM USERS 


» Burgers and brats 0 
=) are my game 26 rf) 


I go high end—steaks, 
shrimp, chicken— 
with my barbecue 


13% 


*) I’m king/queen 
| of the side dish 


13% 


48% 


a) 
Beer and more beer 
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you guys need your heads 
checked. —Jason Brady via e-mail 


m@ How could Casey Hampton not 
be on this list? —Chris J. Elardo, 
Leesburg, Va. 


@ You guys kill me! How can you 
rank Shawne Merriman No. 11? 
Granted, he had a great year—but 
he has played one year! 
—redsoxhg via e-mail 


@ Three years and no kickers? 
Adam Vinatieri, a guy my beloved 
Packers should have thrown 
Charles Woodson money at, gets 
no love? What in the name of 
Chester Marcol are you guys 
smoking? —Scott Wahl, North 
Cape May, N.J. 
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From your blogs on sportingnews.com 


RE: 
Posted by Parkov 

| have compiled a short list of 
reasons | like USC. Enjoy this 
lovefest, Trojans fans—I never again 
will admit | am fond of USC. 

1.1 like Pete Carroll. He seems 
to be a cool guy and a class act. 
He is a recruiting machine. 

2. | like the nickname Trojans. 
When | was in school, | was a 
Trojan. As a teacher, | still am. 

3. | like the players. Most of USC’s 
players don't seem to be cocky jerks 
(see: Miami in the late 90s). Overall, 
USC seems to run a clean ship. 

4, | like the fight song. USC’s 
ketchup-and-mustard uniforms 
aren't even that bad. 

Now | think | may be getting 
carried away. Here is the only 
reason | can come up with for 
hating the Trojans: They are good. 
There. | said it. Just plain, 
old-fashioned jealousy. 
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RE: 
Posted by kris123456 

You can tell this is going to be a 
hell year for Chris Simms. He was a 
fluke last season. Every little pass 
that | thought was a sign of skill 
was nothing but a fluke! 


RE: 
Posted by lostfan 

So many people have been 
beating up on Rex Grossman, 
calling him a bad quarterback and 
saying he will never live up to the 
hype and that Bears management 
is stupid for investing so much in 
him. Being the eternal optimist, | 
honestly believe Rex experienced a 
string of freak injuries and bad luck. 
There is no doubt he has the tools 
and the talent. You can see it in his 
game if you know what to look for. 


Real talk from a fan on Sporting News Radio 


‘I'm a huge Dallas Cowboys fan. Why do 
we have to sit through this 

stuff? When is Bill Parcells going to wake 
up and realize he just does not win?’ 
—Eric from Boston on the Tim Brando Show 
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This is, by far, the best pickup we've ever built. As it turns out, we're 
not the only people who think so. Motor Trend’ has named the 
Ridgeline the 2006 Truck of the Year. Most certainly because of the 
Ridgeline’s inventive design. Unique but functional features like a 
lockable In-Bed Trunk; a 4-wheel independent suspension system 
and an integrated closed-box frame are welcome additions to the 
pickup truck category. It’s all innovative stuff. Especially when you 


consider it's the first and only pickup we've ever built. 


MOTOR TREND 


>> >> > > > OTORTREND. 


2006. 


e = 


HONDA RIDGELINE 


honda.com 1-800-33-Honda 


©2006 American Honda Motor Co., Inc. 
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From here 
to eternity 


So, what are you doing for the next 15 years? 
Not even Rick DiPietro—he of the second-longest 
player contract in major American sports 
history—knows for sure. By Steve Greenberg 


Perhaps you’ve caught wind of an itty-bitty hockey story that 
blew out of New York last week—the one about gung-ho 
Islanders owner Charles Wang giving a 25-year-old goaltender a 
new 15-year, $67.5 million contract because, y'know, who 
wouldn’t want to commit a decade and a half to a guy witha 
58-62-13 career record? 

To the 62-year-old Wang's credit, 15 years may well be a drop 
in the bucket. Is that all it is in sports? Hmmm. We're gonna have 
to go with no on that one. Fifteen years ... 
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It makes men of little Mannings 
In 1984, Archie staggered to the 
finish line of his NFL career. Fifteen years 
later, the apple planted its own dang tree 
when Peyton made his first Pro Bowl. 


It’s ... holy crap, 
just look at this stuff 
What all went down in 1991? 
@ Brett Favre racked up zero 
completions for the Falcons. 
@ We fought a war against Iraq 
and Saddam Hussein that lasted, 


MALCOLM EMMONS 
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It’s choke It is so long. (How long is it?) So long that ... oh, about a month and a half. 

enough for id \2 z The first version of the World 

a boy to become Wy fe = > | Wide Web went online. 

the most 13 Z\s 2 | The last apartheid 

accomplished i 2/3" eo laws were repealed in South 
- US Se PEE : 

man in sports de Se Er a Africa. 

From 1954 to @ The Lakers went The Yankees said The Conte won @ Michelle Wie turned 2. 
1969, Bill from Kareem Abdul- goodbye to Reggie their last Super Bowl @ Magic Johnson 
Russell went from Jabbar’s retirement Jackson (1981) and with Roger Staubach announced he had HIV. 

a college junior to (1989) to Lamar hello for good to Derek (1977) and their first @ Fay Vincent removed the asterisk from 
a player-coach in Odom’s debut (2004). Jeter (1996). with Troy Aikman (1992), Roger Maris’ home run record. 

his final NBA @ Amateur video was taken of LAPD 
season. In that officers beating Rodney King. 
span, he won It spits in the face of loyalty It’s enough ‘Build it mw Brad Pitt made his first 
two NCAA Maybe DiPietro will retire an Isle, and bless him and they will come’ major movie appearance, in 
championships at if he does. Six years into his MLB career, Todd hoo-ha to make you want Thelma & Louise. 

San Francisco, an Zeile looked forward to the day he could say he to move to the country @ The Browns went 6-10 in 
Olympic gold had played his whole career with the Cardinals. and talk to ghosts Bill Belichick’s first season as 
medal, nine NBA Nine years and 10 teams later, Zeile swallowed In the 15 years since the an NFL head coach. 

titles as a player his last sip of coffee in the big leagues. White Sox moved to the new @ Scott Norwood became a household 
and two more as ee Comiskey, the Orioles, name for all the wrong reasons. 

the Celtics’ on Indians, Rangers, Rockies, @ So did Jeffrey Dahmer. 

starting center It’s a million Braves, Diamondbacks, 

and head coach. miles down the Mariners, Giants, Tigers, 

He smothered cart path of life Astros, Pirates, Brewers, Maybe it isa drop in the bucket 
more shots with Fifteen years ago, Reds, Phillies, Padres and A 15-year contract? Ha! The only guy to 
his goatee than Tiger Woods wonhis © Cardinals have moved into beat it in the major U.S. sports—Magic 
four-year vet first U.S. Junior Amateur title. Fifteen years $ from custom-designed baseball Johnson—nuked it. He signed a 25-year pact 
DiPietro has with now, Phil Mickelson will be a flabby fan favorite digs. And the Cubs still with the Lakers way back in 1981. Wait a sec 
his glove. on the Champions Tour. suck. ... does that mean Magic is a free agent? 
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No sport is packed with more drama and intensity, and no other network brings you so close 
to the action. NHL on VERSUS every week beginning Wednesday, October 4 at 7PM Eastern. 
With the Hurricanes vs. Sabres Eastern Conference Finals rematch followed by a fierce first 
meeting of west coast rivals Stars vs. Avalance.For a complete schedule go to VERSUS.TV 


Watch it on DirecTV Channel 608, Dish Network Channel 151 or check your local TV listings. 


THE COMPETITION IS ON 


New Orleans will get a much-needed lift Monday night when 
the 2-0 Saints march into the refurbished Superdome By Paul Attner 


he Louisiana 
Superdome shines now, 
inside and out, the 
prettiest vision in a city 
so desperately in need 
of beauty. On Monday 
night, its $185 million 
makeover will be the centerpiece 
of one of the most emotional and 
poignant parties that New 
Orleans, once a city of endless 
merriment, has ever produced. It 
will be an excuse for 68,354 
Saints fans inside the stadium 
and hundreds of thousands more 
residing in cities they still can’t 
call home to finally let loose and 
have themselves a good old time. 
And, maybe, enjoy some relief. 

This will be the Saints’ first 
home game in New Orleans since 
Hurricane Katrina ripped apart a 
good chunk of the Gulf Coast— 
which makes the game pretty 
special. But add in their 
unexpected 2-0 start and the new 
roof may not stay on the place. 
“We deserve this; we have earned 
this,” says Mississippi lawyer and 
Saints fan Jay Foster. Like so 
many others who will attend, 
Foster and his family lost 
everything in the storm—house, 
car, clothing. Well, almost 
everything. Remember that cell 
phone Joe Horn used to make a 
call from the end zone a few years 
back? Foster bought that phone 
in an auction; he made sure 
Katrina didn’t claim it, too. 

Jerry Romig also will be there. 
His home of 47 years was wiped 
out by New Orleans floodwaters, 
as were the residences of his 
daughter and son Jay, an 
information technology manager 
for the Saints. Jay now sleeps on 
a rubber mattress at the team’s 
practice facility; his dad and mom 
live in a suburban apartment, too 
afraid of the water to return to 
their city. Jerry, 76, is the Saints’ 
public address announcer. He 
hasn’t missed a home game in 37 
years, not even last season when 
he had to drive eight hours to San 
Antonio, where the relocated 
team played three times. “This is 
our team; this is a great moment,” 
he says. “They are our boys.” 

As much as it is Mardi Gras and 
jazz and St. Charles Avenue and 
the French Quarter, New Orleans 
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is the Saints. It is a city, even 
before Katrina, that wasn’t that 
pretty, that had a terrible 
educational system and too much 
poverty and government 
corruption. But it loves its 
football, and the Saints always fit 
so well; usually more inept than 
good, they have won exactly one 
playoff game in their first 39 
years. 

The city and its team have 
forged a wonderful bond that 
wavered some years but never 
broke. “There is such an 
emotional connection, you can 
feel it,” says Gerry Vaillancourt, a 
local radio talk show host who 
moved to New Orleans three 
years ago. “It’s like having a 
relationship where one of the 
partners is always messy but you 
love them and can’t leave them. 
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And then they do something right 
and you have hope. And then 
they go right back to how they 
were.” 

To have the team back amid 
everything that still is unfixed 
since Katrina—the devastation of 


The Superdome, once a symbol of the destruction 
inflicted by Katrina, now symbolizes the efforts to 
rebuild the city—efforts that, sadly, are far more 
incomplete than the restoration of the stadium. 


remains hobbled. Yet fans 
gobbled up season tickets in 
record numbers, racing past the 
old mark of 53,000. Now, no 
single-game seats are likely to be 
available this fall. It is a 
remarkable achievement. One 
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should come here and see.” 

And to have the Superdome 
fixed? The last we saw of the 
place, it was a symbol of so much 
that was wrong with the 
government’s response to Katrina 
and about the desperation of 
humans in trouble. Winds tore 
apart its white roof, exposing a 
black skin; a 50-foot gap allowed 
water to.pour into what had 
become a makeshift evacuation 
shelter. For most of a week, up to 
40,000 people suffered incredible 
hardship within the facility: no 
toilets, no air conditioning, little 
food and water, sewage backed 
up on the stadium floor. 
Eventually, they tore up the place, 
destroying suites and seats. 
Something else chilling: Officials 
had prepared the facility to serve 
as a morgue to hold up to 3,000 
dead. 

Now it’s a symbol of a new 
beginning for the city, its roof 
shiny white again. “If they can get 
the dome ready this fast, it 
should inspire folks to come back 
and build their homes and open 
their businesses,” says Horn. 
“And for a lot of people who will 
be there, it will exorcise the 
demons of what they endured 
inside the dome during Katrina.” 


year ago, it seemed 
unfathomable these Saints 
would march back this 
soon. There was talk of 
tearing down the 
Superdome, which suffered 
damage to 70 percent of its 
interior. And Saints owner Tom 
Benson appeared ready to 
relocate permanently to San 
Antonio. It would have been an 


the Lower = awful thing to 
Oe If people ever doubted how much sports means |)“. ie 
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ESS ys to folks, they should come here and see. Pe aia cathe 
boarded-up —New Orleans radio talk show host Gerry Vaillancourt | stadium 


businesses and 
houses, the shortage of labor, the 
lack of housing, things that just 
don’t work—is an elixir of hope 
that this depressed region is 
gulping down eagerly. By kickoff 
against the 2-0 Falcons, New 
Orleans will be in a frenzy. 

The city has lost more than 
half of its pre-Katrina population 
of 450,000, and its economy 


fanatic living in Moscow even 
bought a season package. Says 
Vaillancourt: “People call in, and I 
ask them how they are doing and 
they will say, ‘Well, I got a ways to 
go. | was working on my roof 
today, but I will get over that. But 
how about the Saints’ defensive 
line?’ If people ever doubted how 
much sports means to folks, they 


repairable and 
then-commissioner Paul 
Tagliabue would not allow New 
Orleans to be without its pro 
football team. The challenge then 
became: Get the stadium ready as 
soon as possible. 

Once Superdome officials 
persuaded Gov. Kathleen Blanco 
to give them the ability to 
fast-track the bidding process, 
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they estimated the stadium could 
host football by this December. 
But the NFL told them it would be 
a financial nightmare for Benson 
to not have eight home games in 
New Orleans this season. The 
league told them something else: 
By September, give us a safe 
stadium with at least 50,000 seats. 
After deciding to delay some 
repairs and upgrades—$56 million 
of the $185 million goes toward 
modernization of the place— 
officials agreed on the September 
deadline. The NFL eventually 
kicked in a $15 million grant. 

Benson still wondered about 
the September target. He called 
Doug Thornton, regional vice 
president of the dome’s 
management company and the 
overseer of the facility’s 
resurrection. “Are you confident 
you are right?” he asked 
Thornton. “You understand there 
is substantial risk if we are wrong 
on this. We'll both be run out of 
town if it’s not ready in 
September.” Thornton looks back 
on that conversation and still 
shudders. “A lot of people took a 
blind leap of faith in what we 
said,” he concedes. 

“Doug Thornton and the 
people at the dome have done a 
miraculous job,” says Saints 
general manager Mickey Loomis. 
“Even four or five months ago, | 
would have thought there is no 
way they could have it ready in 
time.” Suites won't be carpeted 
and some of the back areas of the 
club section are unfinished. But 
this is not a hodgepodge repair; 
the 31-year-old place looks fresh 
and bright, with new 
scoreboards, lighting, sound, turf 
and concession stands. 

Not much else in the city 
sparkles. “It’s going to take 10 
years if it takes 
a day to get us 
back to where 
we were,” says 
New Orleans 
mover and 
shaker Joe 
Canizaro, 
chairman of the 
fourth-largest 
bank 
headquartered 
in Louisiana. 
“But we have 
to start 
somewhere, 
and this night is 
that start. It tells 
the world, ‘We 
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are on our way back, but we still 
need lots of help.’ That’s the 
message.” But how long the Saints 
stay is another matter. They leased 
only 100 of 137 suites; the business 
community will need to do better. 
But first it must regain its vigor. 

Still, for the franchise, Monday 
night will be a catharsis. 
Remember, its practice facility 
was used as a military staging 
base post-Katrina. And Loomis 
wasn’t even sure how many 
candidates would be interested in 
the head coaching vacancy after 
he fired Jim Haslett or whether 
free agents would consider 


By the time Blanco, Tagliabue and Benson toured 
the dome in July, a task that one point seemed 
impossible was starting to look miraculous. 
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Bush has wasted no time connecting with Saints fans and doing his part to aid recovery efforts. 


talking to him in the offseason, 
much less visit a city in disrepair. 
But no coach turned down an 
interview before Loomis hired 
Sean Payton. And the team 
convinced quarterback Drew 
Brees to sign as a free agent, a 
huge boost to the franchise’s 
morale. When Reggie Bush 
shockingly became available in 
the draft, well, talk about 
energizing a fan base that sorely 
needed positive news. 

“We can’t stop talking about the 
Saints,” says Eugene Fontenot, 
whose family home was in the 
Lower Ninth Ward. Fontenot now 
lives in nearby Metairie with 
relatives and works in a downtown 
hotel kitchen. He can’t afford 
season tickets, but no matter; he 
roots for his Saints. “When they 
play, it takes your mind off the rest 
of the stuff around here.” 


or New Orleanians and the 
Gulf Coast, the joy of the 
Saints is tempered by the 
reality of the enormous task 
ahead. Tourism is down 
50 percent from pre-Katrina 
levels, and there is anger and 
frustration. “It’s freakin’ 
outrageous we give millions to 
(other) countries and can’t help 
our own taxpayers,” says Foster. 


And resignation. “It’s been so 
much of a struggle,” says Greg 
Bensel, the Saints’ vice president 
of communications and a New 
Orleans native who lost the first 
floor of his house in the storm. “I 
will be emotional Monday night at 
some point. But the mall across 
from the dome still is shut down 
and the Hyatt is still closed. I wish 
we were kicking ass as a city. And 
you always wonder: Will another 
Katrina happen again?” 

That’s why Archie Manning, 
still the most famous Saint of 
them all, is so careful when he 
discusses Monday night. “It’s a 
mistake to say everything is good 
because we sold out the stadium,” 
says Manning, who lives on 
St. Charles in the Garden District. 
“That is great. It shows how much 
we care about our team. But this 
has been a city that takes one 
step forward and two back. | am 
optimistic, but I am also realistic.” 
Because of his schedule, Manning 
hasn't been to a home game ina 
while. But he'll attend this one. 

“In New Orleans right now, we 
wake up looking for good news,” 
he says. “Lots of days are not 
good or they are just sort of iffy. 
But this is going to be a good 
news day. That’s enough right 
now.” SN 
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Workout schedule: upper body in the morning, 
legs in the afternoon, jaw muscles at lunch. 


Reggie, we're glad to be a part of your fitness regime. pe aeey aise -making. 
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lex Ovechkin 
suddenly was 
nervous. In his first 
informal scrimmage 
with his Capitals 
teammates in 2005, 
the 19-year-old 
rookie was on the ice, the place 
he felt most comfortable in his 
new American world, but still 
he hesitated. 


Nobody who has met last 
season’s Calder Trophy winner 
would call him shy. Dynamic 
comes up often. Fun-loving is 
repeated. Unique is mentioned, 
for sure. But definitely not shy. 

Ovechkin had arrived in 
Washington with his 
characteristic smile and an 
open mind; he wanted to 
embrace every aspect of the 
NHL, from success on the ice to 
the camaraderie off of it. But 
now, with the puck on his stick, 
he was looking at goalie Olaf 
Kolzig, and he was worried. 

“What if my shot went into 
his helmet, you know?” he says. 

Kolzig soon allayed his fears. 

“He told me, ‘Don’t worry 
about it,’ and to shoot as I can,” 
Ovechkin says. 

It was an early step toward 
Ovechkin’s getting comfortable 
in his new surroundings and 
with his new teammates. 

“When you come to a new 


* 
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has the talent, skills and jaw-dropping 
moves to be the NHL's next big deal. 
The only thing he lacks 
\ is the prima donna 
attitude. By Kara Yorio 


“I wasn’t shy,” Ovechkin says. 


team, new world, new 

people, you feel a little bit 
uncomfortable,” Ovechkin says. 
“But my teammates, they are 
tremendous guys. Our leader 
Olie Kolzig is a funny man. ... I 
feel guys trust me and like me, 
and I feel like (I’m) at home.” 

That’s not easy for a kid who 
had spent his whole life in 
Russia with his family and now 
finds himself in America, trying 
to fulfill his hockey dream and 
find a surrogate family. 

If his teammates had any 
reservations about welcoming 
the rookie sensation with open 
arms, his play—and then his 
personality—took care of that. 

“He’s a fun-loving, happy, 
easily excitable guy,” says 
former teammate and Caps 
captain Jeff Halpern, who now 
plays for the Stars. “He wanted 
to be included.” 

Halpern says Ovechkin 
showed respect for what his 
teammates brought to the ice 
and what they had done before 
he arrived as the franchise 
player. And once Kolzig helped 
him cut loose at that first skate, 
Ovechkin showed his teammates 
exactly what he could do. 

“Olie Kolzig said after the 
first informal scrimmage, ‘He’s 
the best talent I ever faced,’ ” 
Capitals general manager 
George McPhee says. 

In 14 NHL seasons, Kolzig has 
played against Mario Lemieux, 
Jaromir Jagr, Peter Forsberg, 
Sergei Fedorov, Eric Lindros, Joe 
Sakic and some guy named 
Gretzky (although not in his MVP 
years). All have carried the label 
of best in the league. 

It seems as though that 
torch gets passed every year or 
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two, with injuries, coaching 
styles and new talent factoring in. 
But take note: With all due 
respect to Forsberg, Jagr and 
Sidney Crosby, Ovechkin will be 
the best player in the NHL this 
season and, barring injury, he will 
hold that title for years to come. 

“If he’s not going around a guy 
or making moves past guys, he’s 
going through them,” Halpern 
says. “It’s something I’ve never 
seen in the NHL.” 

The physical part of Ovechkin’s 
game is what shocked most 
people. Skill guy. European. Future 
superstar. These descriptions 
come with built-in stereotypes, 
and none of them involves going 
into the corners or dropping an 
opponent with a big open-ice hit. 
But Ovechkin does all that and 
more. He doesn’t whine for calls. 
He’s solid on skates. He’s not 
intimidated and usually returns 
punishment with more force than 
he received it. That kind of attitude 
has earned the respect of veteran 
players around the league. 
Ovechkin is not a prima donna. He 
is a hard worker who can flat-out 
play, and he is fun to watch for 
others in his profession. 

For Kolzig, much of the 


entertainment comes before an 
Ovechkin goal or assist. Kolzig will 
watch in awe as a 6-6, 220-pound 
defenseman steps up to lay out 
Ovechkin as the Caps left winger 
carries the puck up the ice. 
Ovechkin not only doesn’t get 
knocked off the puck, much less 
down, but he puts an even bigger 
hit on the defenseman, then 
continues on his way. 

“Unless you've played 
hockey ... ” Kolzig says, trailing 
off. “It's tough enough to 
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concentrate just 
skating with the puck.” 

Of course, there 
also is Ovechkin’s 
amazing goal-scoring 
skill. This is a player 
who actually makes 
Kolzig take pity on the 
opposing goaltender. 

“Every night,” he 
says when asked 
whether he ever feels 
bad for the guy in the 
other net. “Every night 
I was like, ‘Thank God I 
only have to face him 
in practice.’ Last 
season he did some 
things that were just 
magical.” 

Take goal No. 32, on January 16, 
2006, in Phoenix. Now that was 
magical. You know the goal. 
Ovechkin comes down the right 
side, then cuts across the ice. 
While trying to go around a 
defenseman, he loses his balance 
and falls. He does not, however, 
lose track of the puck. As he slides 
on his back through the bottom of 
the left faceoff circle, he gets his 
stick over his head and, snaring 
the puck in the bend between the 
blade and the stick, instinctively 


Officials add up, too? 
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sweeps it into the net. Words just 
don’t do it justice. 

It seemed somehow appropriate 
that he scored his most amazing 
goal with Gretzky watching from 
the opposing bench, then looking 
up at the big screen to see it 
again. But what happened after 
the goal—Ovechkin kissed his left 
glove and raised his arm in honor 
of his brother Sergei, who was 
killed in a car accident in 2000— 
was misinterpreted. Asked about 
Ovechkin later in the season, 
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Alex Ovechkin 


Gretzky said he liked him—he 
was the only player who ever 
scored a goal and blew him a kiss. 

Ovechkin is horrified at the idea 
anyone, particularly Gretzky, 
would think that was what 
happened. 

“He’s an idol—I'd never do 
that,” Ovechkin says. “Can you 
imagine if 1 score and do that? It’s 
not good. I’m not crazy.” 

No, not crazy. He’s respectful 
and definitely unique—on and off 
the ice. Already in Vancouver for 


Joining the youth march 
Other young stars who bear watching: . 


C Sidney Crosby, 19, Penguins. In his second season, Crosby will be even 
better. The points again will add up quickly, but will penalties for yapping at 


C Evgeni Malkin, 20, Penguins. This season's top Calder Trophy candidate, 
Malkin will use his size and skill to battle Crosby for ice time as a No. 1 center. 
< D Dion Phaneuf, 21, Flames. Stay up late in the East to watch this 
two-way defenseman who hits big and has a bigger shot. 

C Jason Spezza, 23, Senators. A special playmaker who will dish more 
than shoot, Spezza remains vulnerable on defense. 

‘LW Toumu Ruutu, 23, Blackhawks. Ruutu is full of scoring potential and 
= loves to play a physical game, but injuries have been an issue. —K.Y. 


the NHL Awards Show last June, 
Ovechkin had his agent call 
McPhee to ask if he could meet 
the Caps’ draftees. McPhee went 
one better and had Ovechkin 
announce Washington’s first two 
picks before doing TV interviews 
with the team’s top pick, Nicklas 
Backstrom. It was above and 
beyond what most professional 
athletes would do, but Ovechkin 
sees nothing special about it. 
McPhee says nothing surprises 
him when it comes to his star 


player. 

“There are just no 
burdens for him,” 
McPhee says. 

Ovechkin is willing 
to do the photo 
shoots, the events 


% that come with being 
my on the cover of 
S the NHL 2007 

g video game and 
3 the extra 


interviews. He 
headlines a group of 
NHL players who 
joined Right to Play, 
an international 
charity that uses 
sports to help 
disadvantaged 
children. If he’s tired, he’ll turn 
down a request, but otherwise 
he says, “Why not?” 

Ovechkin has it all—he even 
comes with built-in rivals (to the 
outside world more than to him) 
in Crosby and Crosby’s new 
teammate Evgeni Malkin. And 
Ovechkin still hasn’t fully evolved 
as a player. McPhee says Ovechkin 
will get even better when he adds 
more experience and learns to 
train harder and eat right. Kolzig 
thinks he can use his linemates 
better and improve on 
defense. 

“It’s scary to think 
he could be better,” 
Kolzig says. 

Are you listening 
there at NHL 
headquarters? This is 
your superstar. Don’t 
mess it up. Take 
advantage of his 
personality and 
willingness to play 
the role. 

“I want to bea 
superstar,” he says, 
“but people tell you 
you're a superstar, and you're 
like ‘Oh my God, people say I’m 
a superstar, and you stop 
working and you'll never be the 
superstar.” 

There’s little chance Ovechkin 
will fall short of superstar 
status. He is here, ready and 
extraordinarily able. He may be 
happy to be just one of the guys, 
but he is far from a mere member 
of the pack. He is the superstar 
with a smile. The best player in 
the league. SN 
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Tweaking the system 


= g The NHL wanted a faster-paced, 
. ) a ' mi | higher-scoring game in 2005-06, and that’s 

— — —- exactly what it got. The league implemented 
several new rules and decided to crack down 
on obstruction—and followed through. 

This season, there are a few additions. 
The curvature of the stick blade can be 
three-quarters of an inch, increased from a 
half-inch. Home teams will get to choose 
whether they want to shoot first or second 
in a shootout. And there will be what the 
league calls “an enhanced measure against 
‘diving’ and embellishment of actions” to 
draw a penalty. Offenders will get a letter for 
their first infraction, a $1,000 fine for their 
second and a hearing and possible one-game 
suspension for their third. Any violation after 
the third will double the suspension. 

In the AHL, two new rules have been 
instituted—no line change if a player other 
than the goalie sends the puck over the glass 
from his defensive zone and mandatory 
If Miller’s play facial protection. The mandatory visors will 


Cup winner: 
| Sabres 


i} 
| People of Buffalo, start 
planning that parade. The years 
of heartbreak will end because 

| this team is built for this 
not-so-new-anymore NHL. It has 
speed, depth and solid special 
teams. The Sabres came within a 
game of the Stanley Cup finals 
last season. Granted, the team 
lost key players Jay McKee, Mike 
Grier and J.P. Dumont, but it has 
enough talent to make up for 


their departures. Center Daniel isn’t up to have an impact in the NHL—if not this 
Briere and forward Chris Drury a snuff, the season, soon. Most players balk at the safety 
lead the way, andifgoalieRyan 4%] Sabres have a device because they say they can't get 
Miller falters, backup Martin ™ backup plan. comfortable or see well while wearing it. 
| _Biron—if he’s not traded for a | Now, for players coming up from the AHL, 
| veteran more content to bea g protection will be the norm. 
| backup—is ready to take over. SL. : 
Other contenders Sharks. Every year, the Sharks look like contenders. Every year, 
they disappoint. But maybe not this year. This will be Joe 
Predators. It has been a good offseason in Nashville. The Preds Thornton's first full season in San Jose, and the reigning Hart 
got a good health report on goalie Tomas Vokoun, whose Trophy winner again will be a force. The Sharks have good depth 
2005-06 season ended prematurely because of blood clots in and two capable goaltenders in Evgeni Nabokov and Vesa Toskala. 
his abdomen. If Vokoun stays healthy, this team will be a power in Expectations are high; a quick start will be key. 


the playoffs. Nashville also re-signed defenseman Marek Zidlicky and 
added center Jason Arnott and Dumont to a roster that includes left winger 
Paul Kariya and center David Legwand. ) 


= Hurricanes. Carolina will suffer from its own 
success, having given the rest of the league a 
=) winning template in the new NHL. Still, the Canes 
have the pieces and the experience to succeed. 
N With Martin Gerber now in Ottawa, Cam Ward will 
\ team with John Grahame in goal. The Canes’ summer was 
= 


> short, and starting over will be mentally and physically 
\ difficult, but they have a shot to win the whole thing. 


aE: 
Net names = | 


These goalies aren't exactly = 
household names, but keep 
an eye on them. By April, they 
could be key to their teams’ 


ANU 


. Rangers. A great 2005-06 season crashed in a 
first-round playoff loss, but the Rangers now have more 


i= 
of the depth that makes the biggest difference in the phances. ; 
playoffs, having added forward Brendan Shanahan and _Kari Lehtonen Thrashers | : 
former Hurricanes defenseman Aaron Ward. Right winger llya Bryzgalov Ducks ; 
| Jaromir Jagr and goalie Henrik Lundqvist are coming back from injuries, Peter Budaj _Avalanche & 
. | and Jagr must be healthy for this team to go anywhere. If Lundqvist's hip Vesa Toskala Sharks |. 
= isa problem, Al Montoya is ready and waiting. Alex Auld Panthers | > 
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Ups and downs 


Steepest ascent: 

Pittsburgh was supposed to climb the 
standings last season; instead, it was 
stuck in the cellar. But with the addition 
of Evgeni Malkin, the Penguins will have 
enough offense to cover other 
vulnerabilities. If let loose, this team will 
be fun to watch, particularly on the 
power play. 

Steepest descent: 
Hockeytown, but a repeat of last 
season's success would be a shock. The 
conference is stacked with teams better 
prepared to take advantage of a faster, 
more open game. Brendan Shanahan is 
with the Rangers. Center Steve Yzerman 
retired. And the goalie situation, well, 
let’s just say signing 41-year-old 
Dominik Hasek doesn’t shout, “Cup 
contender.” 


Sorry, 


Dates to remember 


November 13 —_ Hockey Hall of Fame induction (Herb Brooks, Dick Duff 
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Malkin 


, 


Harley Hotchkiss and Patrick Roy) 


January 2 Red Wings retire Steve Yzerman’s No. 19 
February 27 _‘ Trading deadline 
April 11 Playoffs begin 


Budding rivalries 


We all know about heated 
matchups such as Flames-Oilers 
and Rangers-Flyers, and with the 
heavy divisional schedule we get 
some emotion-packed games 
between these rivals during the 
season. A couple of other faceoffs 
you won't want to miss: 

Ducks-Kings. All signs indicate 
the Ducks are on their way up 
and the Kings are, at best, 
struggling to get in the playoff 
conversation. But these teams 
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The Kings and Ducks are 
learning to not like each other. 


have more in common than 
geographic proximity. It’s 
personal now. Former Canucks 
general manager Brian Burke is 
the G.M. in Anaheim, and his 
former coach in Vancouver, Mare 
Crawford, is coaching the Kings. 
They’re friends, sure, but long 
before the season started Burke 
said he could envision them 
going after each other in the 
hallways. This is a hockey spark 
Southern California doesn’t 
usually see. 

Red Wings-Predators. 
Hockeytown vs. Music City. 
A team on the decline against 
one on the rise. Who'd ever 
imagine Nashville could have the 
edge in this series or be a 
concern, even a rival, for the 
mighty Red Wings? The 
Predators are going to come out 
on top this time around, and the 
matchup will be fun to watch. 
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Anthony Gonzalez a 
Buckeyes are way 

and it’ll take one hell of a hit 
bring them down to earth. 
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season, OHIO 


e were so giddy and giggly at the 
mere thought of it all. No clear 
leader, no one team to chase— 
pure pandemonium. 

And Ohio State had to go and ruin it. 

It took the Buckeyes all of three weeks to 
become the undisputed lead dog in a national 
title race that had looked deliciously crowded 
and convoluted. (As for our preseason pick, Notre 
Dame? Pfffifffft.) We're a quarter of the way into 
the season and there’s one thing even more 
unexpected than a male voice on The View: No 
one is beating Ohio State. At least not in the 
regular season. 

“They have very few flaws,” says Texas safety 
Michael Griffin. 

Damn Buckeyes. Make that damn 
Big Ten. As September winds down 
and October brings key conference 
games, there is no more 
disappointing league. Forget about 
Michigan or anyone else in the Big 
Ten sideswiping this train. Not only 
is Ohio State clearly the elite of the 
league, the Buckeyes have one 
other key component to a 
championship run: a coach who 
knows how to win a big game. 

This is a players game. But when 
the talent gap is minimal, when 
there is no real difference in speed 
and athleticism, you better have a 
guy in a headset who knows what 
he’s doing. 

One of the most overlooked 
factors in the game today: When all 
things are equal—and sometimes 
when they’re not—no one is a better big-game 
coach than Jim Tressel. 

Pete Carroll looks like a genius with all that 
talent at Southern California. Mack Brown 
validated his elite status riding Superman Vince 
Young. Tressel? He won a national title with 
Craig Freakin’ Krenzel. 

The guy can flat-out coach in big games—in 
games that matter. In five-plus seasons in 
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Cones Notre Dame? Shame 
on us! One-fourth of the way into the 
STATE is the 


runaway No. 1. By Matt Hayes 


Columbus, he’s 3-0 in BCS bow! games and 4-1 
against bitter rival Michigan. One of those BCS 
wins (Miami, 2002) was against the most talented 
college football team in the past two decades. 

And now Tressel has superstar 
quarterback/Heisman Trophy front-runner Troy 
Smith. He has wideout Ted Ginn, the game’s 
most exciting player. He has Gonzo and Beanie 
and Antonio Pittman and a “revamped” defense 
that 100-some other Division I teams would 
trade theirs for. 

He also has—after winning yet another big 
game two weeks ago at Texas—an incredibly 
easy road to the national title game. The Big Ten 
schedule includes road tests at lowa (did you 


The Irish went down—softly—against Michigan, costing 
Brady Quinn his Heisman front-runner status to boot. 


watch the lowa-Syracuse game?) and, and ... 
that’s it. The Buckeyes get Penn State in 
Columbus on Saturday, don’t play occasional 
thorn Wisconsin and finish up at home against 
Michigan. 

Don’t even start, Blue Boy. For the Wolverines 
to win The Game, Lloyd Carr would have to 
outcoach Tressel. And that ain’t happening. 

“He’s not a loud, look-at-me kind of coach,” 
says Cincinnati coach 
Mark Dantonio, the 
Buckeyes’ most recent 
victim, of Tressel. “What 
he has done there and 
what he can do kind of 
gets lost in that.” 

Until, that is, he ruins 
our party. 
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Chauncey Washington is no 
Reggie Bush, but he doesn’t 
need to be. 


Southern California. What's so wrong with a little uncertainty? Because, after it all 
plays out over the next two months, that will be the only difference between this 
Trojans team and last season’s group. There are no Bushes or Leinarts, but it doesn’t 
matter as long as the ultimate result is the same: an unbeaten regular season and a 
spot in the national title game. This loaded team will get more comfortable, more 
cohesive and more confident as the season progresses. The only thing that could 
keep USC from playing for a national title for the fourth straight season is ... 

Auburn. It’s going to be really hard for some computer geek to keep the Tigers out 
of the national title game if they run through the SEC gauntlet. Yet there is one striking 
difference between Auburn and USC: The Trojans’ nonconference opponents are 
Arkansas, Nebraska and Notre Dame; Auburn’s are Washington State, Buffalo, Tulane 
and Arkansas State. You do the math. One would think, after getting hosed in 2004, the 
Auburn administration would’ve learned. 

West Virginia. Enough of the “Big Least” talk already. The 'Eers can play with 
anyone. Says one ACC defensive coordinator: “You can’t scheme against speed and 
God-given ability.” Dynamic quarterback Pat White is only going to get more efficient 
in the passing game, and the defense doesn’t have to be overwhelming against a 
schedule that’s mostly about avoiding complacency. Yet here's the harsh truth: If the 
teams in front of WVU don’t lose, there’s no way the Eers will play in the national title 
game ahead of an unbeaten champion from another BCS conference. 


Second chance at first impressions 


Clemson. Isn’t it funny—uh, I mean sad—how Bobby Bowden’s kicking woes of 
years past suddenly have become his son’s? The Tigers won't lose again, and daddy 
will remind Tommy Bowden of all those one-loss seasons FSU endured before 
breaking through. Like it'll help. 

Oklahoma. Two blown replay calls? Two! The Red River Shootout won't have 
national title implications, but it will be the best regular-season game of the year. 

Texas. Quick memo to Mack: Ditch the zone-read play, line up in the formation 
and run behind that massive line. Then use play-action to protect quarterback Colt 
McCoy and allow him to set his feet and shoulders and make accurate throws. You 
know, basically what you did with Major Applewhite. 


USC 30, California 35, Texas 41, 
Arizona 13 Arizona State 16 lowa State 24 

A running game The Golden Bears The Cyclones 

with no identity will are much better escaped a similar 
hurt the Trojans at than their awful beating by blowing 
some point. Maybe showing against the Big 12 North 


Tennessee in their Division in 2005. 


opener indicated. 


vs. Cal or Oregon. 
But not in this one. 
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Headed for a fall 


Florida. That funky offense may have worked against 
Tennessee; it won’t against the nasty defenses of Auburn 
and LSU. There is, though, a silver lining: The South 
Carolina game looks a ton easier than it did before the 
season. 

lowa. The Hawkeyes are a lock for 10 wins with a 


problem: Ugly 
losses to Ohio 
State and 
Michigan will 
lead to a nice 
spotina 
useless bowl 
game. 
Louisville. 
With or 
without 
injured 
quarterback 
Brian 
Brohm—he’s 
out four to six 
weeks with a 
hand injury— 
beating West 
Virginia on 
November 2 
will be a huge 
task. The 


Cardinals also have the nagging problem of learning to deal 


with success and not succumbing to the pressure (see: 
confounding losses to big underdogs in 2003 and ’05). 
Michigan. The Notre Dame win was huge, but there’s 
trouble everywhere on the schedule—from rivalry games 
against Michigan State and Ohio State to a road game at 


Penn State to really most any other game—for a team that 


has trouble being consistent. The enigmatic Wolverines 
have to prove it before we'll believe it. 

Notre Dame. The Michigan debacle won't be the first 
time the Irish defense is exposed. ND will have problems 
with the balanced offenses of Michigan State, UCLA and 
Southern California. 

Pac-10 unbeatens (Arizona State, UCLA, Oregon). 
None has enough to beat USC, and, seriously, is there a 
doubt any of these three could lose one or two (or more) 
games in league play? 


Virginia Tech. What do we know about Tech? The Hokies 
would beat an all-star team of their first three opponents— 


Northeastern, North Carolina and Duke—by 20 points. But 
the offense has too many questions to get past Boston 


College and/or Clemson—much less either a second time in 


a possible ACC championship game. 


Notre Dame 36, Ohio State 31, Michigan 23, 

Michigan St. 34 Penn State 14 Wisconsin 21 

All those points How will the Nits’ A classic letdown— 

Michigan scored horrid secondary but still a win—fora 

last week weren't cover speedy team that has been 

an aberration, if receivers Ted Ginn emotionally 

you know what | and Anthony bankrupt for much 

mean. Gonzalez? of the past three 
seasons. 


ridiculously easy schedule. There’s just one eensy-weensy 


= 
1h 
~ 
7) 
z 
4 
[=] 
> 
< 


Fantasy Sourc 
Football 


EVEN UP THE ODDS THIS SEASON. 


fantasysource.sportingnews.com 


PRESENTED BY: 
SIGN-UP FOR A 
FULL YEAR AND 


SAVE $5 


USE CODE FSFBOO4 
DURING CHECKOUT. 


(C) 2006 THE COCA-COLA COMPANY. 
"COCA-COLA" IS A TRADEMARK OF THE COCA-COLA COMPANY 


Florida purposely held back using freshman WR Percy 

Harvin—the nation’s consensus No. 1 recruit last 

February—in the first two games of the season so it could - 
unleash him on Tennessee last week. The problem: An 

ankle injury limited his time on the field and could keep 

him out until September 30 against Alabama. Harvin is the 

Gators’ fastest player, and some on staff believe he’s the 

fastest player in the country. Harvin was > 
Southern California’s top target last . 
February, a player Trojans coach Pete 
Carroll compared to Reggie Bush. 
Florida:has plays for Harvin at receiver, 
tailback and quarterback. And, despite 
his ball security issues, the goal is to get 
Harvin 12 to 15 touches a game. > | ask 
you, who spends money more wisely than 
Virginia? At the end of last season, after 
coach Al Groh’s team had won seven 
games but lost to bitter rival Virginia Tech 
by 38 points, the administration gave him 
a contract extension worth $1.7 million 
per season. This for a coach with a 2-10 
record against ACC heavies Virginia Tech, 
Florida State and Miami. How has Groh 
paid back the generosity this year? With losses to Pitt and Western Michigan 
and a gift overtime victory over Wyoming. Careful what you pay for, Cavs. 


The bad news 
A rained: 
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Harvin is fast—when he’s running on a healthy ankle. 


> After his coach and team jumped to his defense in 
fall camp but started an avalanche of bad publicity and 

bad karma, Arizona State QB Rudy Carpenter is 

pressing and not playing to his potential. His numbers 

are good enough—he's 10th in the nation in pass 
efficiency—but he hasn't really taken control of the 

offense in uneventful wins over Northern Arizona, Nevada 
and Colorado. His accuracy is off, and he 
has thrown four interceptions. (He threw 
two last year when he led the nation in 
pass efficiency.) The Sun Devils face the 
Pac-10's best defenses—Cal’s and 
Southern California’s—in two of their next 
three games. It's obvious Carpenter is 
trying too hard to show coach Dirk 
Koetter made the right decision by 
choosing him over Sam Keller. > Here's 
a bit of shocking (sarcasm alert) early 
news: USC leads the nation in turnover 
margin. Again. The statistic that every 
coach points to as the key to any game 
has become as much a part of the 
Trojans’ dominating run the past five years 
as anything else. Since the 2001 
season—Carroll’s first-USC has an astounding plus-100 turnover margin. No 
other team is close. After two games this season, the Trojans are plus-6. 
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Auburn, 
\f incredib 


well have been 200. Auburn 


will lean 


the big games (Florida, 


Georgia, 


Championship game) keep 


coming. 


WR Ted Ginn, Jr., Ohio 
State. He finally has 
learned how to play the 
position—and Ohio State 
finally has learned how to 
get him the ball. Ginn is — 
fluid, smooth and electric. 
He also is Troy Smith’s 
teammate—whic doesn’t help in the voting 


a | : 
ene n Peterson, Jr., Oklahoma. He has a 
better ch: 


_— 


e 


ncredibly tough, grinding 
_ yards against 


icials have of understanding instant replay. 


' Troy 

___ a true quarterback by developing touch on deep 
passes and accuracy on short and intermediate 
~ _ throws—all while embracing his leadership role. 


Sounds a lot like some guy with the initials V.Y. 


LSU may as 
more on Irons as 


Alabama, SEC 


nce of reaching 2,000 yards than Pac-10 


, Sr, Ohio State. He has become 


The good news: 
A rained out vacation. 


Primed for 
greatness 


QB John David Booty, 
Jr., USC. Six touchdowns, 
zero interceptions in two 
games. He hasn’t even hit 
his stride and he’s already 
nearly flawless. The 
three-year wait behind 
Matt Leinart will be worth 
it: Booty won't win the 
Heisman Trophy this 
season, but he’ll be in New 
York for the ceremony. 

LB James Laurinaitis, 
So., Ohio State. You can 
have Paul Posluszny or any 
other linebacker; I'll take 
Laurinaitis and his lateral 
speed, ability to drop in 
coverage and blitz off the 


: 
: 


edge. The best part: He’s the son of a former pro wrestler, “The Animal” of Legion of 
Doom/Road Warriors fame. Perfect. 

RB Steve Slaton, So., West Virginia. He’s the fastest running back in the nation and one of 
the game's most dynamic players. It’s not just the speed—it’s the strength, balance and 
vision. Says Maryland coach Ralph Friedgen: “He is one of those rare players that sees things 
one step ahead of it happening. Add that speed to it and forget it.” 

RB Jonathan Stewart, So., Oregon. It took him one season to figure out game speed, the 
Oregon offense and how to be patient while reading blocks. The fact it was hard to 
determine who was the better back in last week’s game against Oklahoma—Stewart or 
All-American Adrian Peterson—says it all. 


Don't let erectile dysfunction (ED) hold you back from a fulfilling sexual relationship, 
* Viagra is prescribed for all degrees of ED, even if it only happens once in a while. 
* Maintaining an erection is important. It's just as important as getting a firm erection. 


Viagra can help with both. 


* Viagra has an established safety profile. It’s been studied more than any other oral ED treatment. 


(sildenafil citrate) mbes 
What are you waiting for? 


Ask your doctor if Viagra is right for you. And enjoy what it can do to help you improve your sex life. 


VIAGRA is prescribed to treat erectile dysfunction. We know that no 
medicine is for everyone. If you use nitrate cn often used for chest 
pain (known as angina), don't take VIAGRA. Taking these drugs 
together could cause your blood pressure to drop to an unsafe level. 


Talk with eee doctor first. Make sure you are healthy enough to 
have sex. If you have chest pain, nausea, or other discomforts 
during sex, seek medical help right away. 


Although erections lasting for more than four hours may occur 
rarely with all ED treatments in this drug class, to avoid long-term 
injuries, it is important to seek immediate medical help. 


In rare instances, men taking PDES inhibitors (oral erectile 
dysfunction medicines, including VIAGRA) reported a sudden 
decrease or loss of vision. It is not possible to determine 
whether these events are related directly to these medicines 


or to other factors. If you experience sudden decrease or loss of 
vision, stop taking PDE inhibitors, including VIAGRA, and call 

a doctor right away. 

The most common side effects of VIAGRA are headache, facial flushing, 
and upset stomach. Less common are bluish or blurred vision, or being 
sensitive to light. These may occur for a brief time. Remember to 
protect yourself and your partner from sexually transmitted diseases. 


Please see our patient summary of information for VIAGRA 
(25 mg, 50 mg, 100 mg) tablets on the following page. 


VIAGRA is available on most Managed Care Plans* VIAGRA is 
one of several ED treatments that you and your doctor can consider. 


“Percent of members by formulary status for HMOs, PPOs and POS for Viagra. 
Formulary Compass™ MediMedia USA, Inc. May 2006. 


To learn more, visit viagra.com or call 1-888-4VIAGRA (1-888-484-2472) 


Uninsured? Need help paying for medicine? Pfizer has programs that can help, no matter your age or income. You may 
even qualify for free Pfizer medicines. Call 1-866-706-2400. Or visit www.pfizerhelpfulanswers.com. 
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PATIENT SUMMARY OF INFORMATION »ourW [AGRA 


This summary contains important information about VIAGRA®. it is not meant to 
take the place of your doctor's instructions. Read this information carefully before you 
start taking VIAGRA. Ask your doctor or pharmacist if you do not understand any of 
this Information or if you want to know more about VIAGRA. 


This medicine can help many men when it is used as prescribed by their doctors. 
However, VIAGRA is not for everyone. It is intended for use only by men who have 
a condition called erectile dysfunction. VIAGRA must never be used by men who 
are taking medicines that contain nitrates of any kind, at any time. This Includes 
nitroglycerin. If you take VIAGRA with any nitrate medicine your blood pressure 
could suddenly drop to an unsafe or life threatening level. 


© What fs VIAGRA? 

VIAGRA is a pill used to treat erectile dysfunction (impotence) in men. It can help 
many men who have erectile dysfunction get and keep an erection when they become 
sexually excited (stimulated). 

You will not get an erection just by taking this medicine. VIAGRA helps a man with 
erectile dysfunction get an erection only when he is sexually excited, 

© How Sex Affects the Body 

When a man is sexually excited, the penis rapidly fills with more blood than usual. 
The penis then expands and hardens. This Is called an erection. After the man Is done 
having sex, this extra blood flows out of the pents back into the body. The erection goes 
away. If an erection lasts for a long time (more than 6 hours), It can permanently 
damage your penis. You should call a doctor immediately if you ever have a prolonged 
erection that lasts more than 4 hours. 


Some conditions and medicines interfere with this natural erection process. The penis 
cannot fill with enough blood. The man cannot have an erection. This is called erectile 
dysfunction if it becomes a frequent problem. 

During sex, your heart works harder. Therefore sexual activity may not be advisable 
for people who have heart problems. Before you start any treatment for erectile 
dysfunction, ask your doctor if your heart is healthy enough to handle the extra strain 
of having sex. If you have chest pains, dizziness or nausea during sex, stop having 
sex and immediately tell your doctor you have had this problem. 

© How VIAGRA Works 

VIAGRA enables many men with erectile dysfunction to respond to sexual stimulation. 
When a man is sexually excited, VIAGRA helps the penis fill with enough blood to 
cause an erection. After sex Is over, the erection goes away. 


VIAGRA Is Not for Everyone 
As noted above (How Sex Affects the Body), ask your doctor if your heart is healthy 
enough for sexual activity. 


If you take any medicines that contain nitrates — either regularly or as needed — 
you should never take VIAGRA. If you take VIAGRA with any nitrate medicine or 
recreational drug containing nitrates, your blood pressure could suddenly drop to an 
unsafe level, You could get dizzy, faint, or even have a heart attack or stroke. Nitrates 
are found in many prescription medicines that are used to treat angina (chest pain 
due to heart disease) such as: 


*  Nitroglycerin (sprays, ointments, skin patches or pastes, and tablets that are 
swallowed or dissolved in the mouth) 


* |sosorbide mononitrate and isosorbide dinitrate (tablets that are swallowed, 
chewed, or dissolved in the mouth) 


Nitrates are also found in recreational drugs such as amyl nitrate or nitrite (“poppers”). If 
you are not sure if any of your medicines contain nitrates, or if you do not understand 
what nitrates are, ask your doctor or pharmacist. 


VIAGRA is only for patients with erectile dysfunction. VIAGRA is not for newborns, 
children, or women. Do not let anyone else take your VIAGRA. VIAGRA must be used 
only under a doctor's supervision, 


© What VIAGRA Does Not Do 
* VIAGRA does not cure erectile dysfunction. It Is a treatment for erectile 
dysfunction. 


* VIAGRA does not protect you or your partner from getting sexually transmitted 
diseases, Including HIV—the virus that causes AIDS. 


+ VIAGRA is not a hormone or an aphrodisiac. 


e What To Tell Your Doctor Before You Begin VIAGRA 

Only your doctor can decide if VIAGRA Is right for you. VIAGRA can cause 
mild, temporary lowering of your blood pressure. You will need to have a thorough 
medical exam to diagnose your erectile dysfunction and to find out if you can safely 
take VIAGRA alone or with your other medicines. Your doctor should determine if 
your heart is healthy enough to handle the extra strain of having sex. 


Be sure to tell your doctor if you: 


« Have ever had any heart problems (e.9., angina, chest pain, heart fallure, 
irregular heart beats, heart attack or narrowing of the aortic valve) 


* Have ever had a stroke 

* Have low or high blood pressure 

* Have ever had severe vision loss 

* Have a fare inherited eye disease called retinitis pigmentosa 

* Have ever had any kidney problems 

+ Have ever had any liver problems 

* Have ever had any blood problems, including sickle cell anemia or leukemia 
* Are allergic to sildenafil or any of the other ingredients of VIAGRA tablets 


* Have a deformed penis, Peyronie's disease, or ever had an erection that lasted 
more than 4 hours 


* Have stomach ulcers or any types of bleeding problems 
* Are taking any other medicines 


(sildenafil citrate) tablets 


¢ VIAGRA and Other Medicines 
Some medicines can change the way VIAGRA works. Tell your doctor about any 
medicines you are taking. Do not start or stop taking any medicines before checking 
with your doctor or pharmacist. This includes prescription and nonprescription 
medicines or remedies: 
* Remember, VIAGRA should never be used with medicines that contain 
nitrates (see VIAGRA Is Not for Everyone). 


* If you are taking medicines called alpha-blockers for the treatment of high 
blood pressure or prostate problems, your blood pressure could suddenly 
drop. You could get dizzy or faint. 


* If you are taking a protease inhibitor, your dose may be adjusted (please see 
Finding the Right Dose for You). 

* VIAGRA should not be used with any other medical treatments that cause 
erections. These treatments include pills, medicines that are injected or inserted 
into the penis, implants or vacuum pumps. 

© Finding the Right Dose for You 

VIAGRA comes in different doses (25 mg, 50 mg and 100 mg). If you do not get the 
results you expect, talk with your doctor. You and your doctor can determine the dose 
that works best for you. 


* Do not take more VIAGRA than your doctor prescribes. 
* Ifyou think you need a larger dose of VIAGRA, check with your doctor, 
* VIAGRA should not be taken more than once a day. 


Your doctor may prescribe a lower dose of VIAGRA in certain circumstances. For 
example: 


* If you are older than age 65, or have serious liver or kidney problems, your 
doctor may start you at the lowest dose (25 mg) of VIAGRA. 


+ Ifyou are taking protease inhibitors, such as for the treatment of HIV, your doctor 
may recommend a 25 mg dose and may limit you to a maximum single dose of 
25 mg of VIAGRA in a 48 hour period. 


* If you have prostate problems or high blood pressure for which you take 
medicines called alpha-blockers, your doctor may start you on a lower dose 
of VIAGRA. 


© How To Take VIAGRA 

Take VIAGRA about 1 hour before you plan to have sex. Beginning in about 30 minutes 
and for up to 4 hours, VIAGRA can help you get an erection if you are sexually excited, 
If you take VIAGRA after a high-fat meal (such as a cheeseburger and french fries), the 
medicine may take a little longer to start working. VIAGRA can help you get an erection 
when you are sexually excited. You will not get an erection just by taking the pill. 


Possible Side Effects 

Like all medicines, VIAGRA can cause some side effects. These effects are usually mild 
to moderate and usually don’t last longer than a few hours. Some of these side effects 
are more likely to occur with higher doses. The most common side effects of VIAGRA 
are headache, flushing of the face, and upset stomach. Less common side effects that 
may occur are temporary changes in color vision (such as trouble telling the difference 
between blue and green objects or having a blue color tinge to them), eyes being more 
sensitive to light, or blurred vision. 


In rare instances, men taking PDES inhibitors (oral erectile dysfunction medicines, 
including VIAGRA) reported a sudden decrease or loss of vision in one or both eyes. 
It Is not possible to determine whether these events are related directly to these 
medicines, to other factors such as high blood pressure or diabetes, or to a 
combination of these. If you experience sudden decrease or loss of vision, stop 
taking PDES inhibitors, including VIAGRA, and call a doctor right away. 


In rare instances, men have reported an erection that lasts many hours. You should 
call a doctor immediately if you aver have an erection that lasts more than 4 hours, If 
Not treated right away, permanent damage to your penis could occur (see How Sex 
Affects the Body). 


Heart attack, stroke, irregular heart beats, and death have been reported rarely in men 
taking VIAGRA. Most, but not all, of these men had heart problems before taking this 
medicine. It is not possible to determine whether these events were directly related to 
VIAGRA. 


VIAGRA may cause other side effects besides those listed on this sheet. If you want 
more information or develop any side effects or symptoms you are concerned about, 
call your doctor. 


© Accidental Overdose 
In case of accidental overdose, call your doctor right away. 


© Storing VIAGRA 
Keep VIAGRA out of the reach of children. Keep VIAGRA in its original container. 
Store at 25°C (77°F); excursions permitted to 15-30°C (59-86°F) [see USP Controlled 
Room Temperature). 


For More Information on VIAGRA 

VIAGRA is a prescription medicine used to treat erectile dysfunction. Only your doctor 
can decide if it is right for you. This sheet is only a summary. If you have any questions 
or want more information about VIAGRA, talk with your doctor or pharmacist, visit 
www.viagra.com, or call 1-888-4VIAGRA. 
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Call a Realtor 


Chuck Amato, N.C. State. Let’s 
see, Amato says the reason N.C. 
State loses to Akron and other 
non-BCS teams is that those 
schools enroll nonqualifiers. That 
must mean the Wolfpack should 
win a majority of their ACC games 
because, well, the ACC doesn’t 
allow nonqualifiers. Maybe Bobby 
will have a spot for you in 
Tallahassee again, Chuck. 


Larry Coker, Miami. 1 know 
Coker was an interference call 
away from back-to-back national 
titles, but this team—talentwise— 
is a shadow of what Butch Davis 
left behind in 2001. The Canes 
have lost four of their past five 
games to Division | teams, and, 
really, who on that offense scares 
you? 

Dennis Franchione, Texas A&M. 
One word: Army. Three more 
words: Punt the ball. It’s almost 
as though Franchione wants to 
see just how fast the A&M 
administration will give up on 
him. I've said it once; I'll say ita 
thousand times: You don’t pay a 
coach $2 mil a year to finish 
fourth in his division and/or 
fourth in his state. 


Call a financial 
adviser 


Paul Johnson, Navy. Someone 
please throw a boatload of cash 
at this guy. His teams have six 
wins against BCS schools since 
2003 and a 2-1 record in bowl 
games. At Navy, people. 

Greg Schiano, Rutgers. It’s 
going to take a plum job (Miami, 
Texas A&M?) to lure Schiano away 
from what he has built. Then again, 
why should he throw himself into 
a meat grinder when he's ina 
perfectly winnable conference? SN 
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SN’s Half the size, twice the sizzle 
Rk. Team (last week) W-L Next up TV [all times Eastern) 
1. Ohio State (1) 3-0 Penn State 3:30 p.m., ABC 


No letdown allowed, Bucks—we have, after all, anointed you the new Kings of the Universe. 
2. USC (3) 2-0 at Arizona 8 p.m., ABC 

The analysts keep calling the Trojans imperfect. But until they lose, perfect is exactly what they are. 
3. Auburn (4) 3-0 Buffalo None 

First LSU, now Buffalo. That's like going from steak tartare to tartar-control dental floss. 


4. West Virginia (6) 3-0 at East Carolina 4:30 p.m., ESPN2 
You better believe 4-0 is a lock. For that matter, so are 5-0, 6-0 and 7-0. 
5. LSU (5) 2-1 Tulane None 


What a tough loss. We mean tough. With a capital “T’ As in touchdown. Scored any lately? 


6. Michigan (11) 3-0 Wisconsin Noon, ESPN 
How the hell do you follow up 47 big ones at Notre Dame? 
7. Florida (7) 3-0 Kentucky 7:45 p.m., ESPN 
Finally—Chris Leak gets that big “W. Don't be so sure the West is better than the East in the SEC. 
8. Texas (8) 2-1 lowa State 3:30 p.m., ABC 


Y'know, after another week to get over that Ohio State loss, the BCS seems like plenty to play for. 
9. Louisville (—) 3-0 at Kansas State Noon, Fox Sports Net 

No Michael Bush, and now no Brian Brohm. K-State might not be a gimme after all. 

10. Notre Dame (2) 2-1 at Michigan State 8 p.m., ABC 

All right, let's think about this—is there any way the Irish could get to the title game at 11-1? 

11. Georgia (9) 3-0 Colorado None 

Ain't it somethin’ how the Dawgs are completely in the SEC weeds? Maybe they'll beat everybody. 

12. Virginia Tech (—) 3-0 Cincinnati Noon, ESPNU 

The defense looks great; the special teams are special indeed. Don't sleep on the Hokies, either. 

12.5 South Florida 

Well, well, the Bulls are 3-0. Too bad they won't get to beat up on Florida State and Miami. 


ROTTOM Illinois. Uh, that's not Donovan McNabb under center for Syracuse, you know, 
Al Groh. The Jets are calling, big guy, With their condolences. 
The replay gang in Eugene, Ore. Shame. On. You. 
Stanford. There's a word for this brand of football, and it’s unprintable. 
The Carolinas. A 3-point win over Furman (North) and a 7-point win over Wofford 
(South). What's next, a 10-round split decision over Woody Allen? 


Tom Dienhart's 


tdienhart@sportingnews.com 


The Big 12 is dead. May I 
have a moment of silence? 

Thank you. 

Well, the Big 12 isn’t really 


Views from the student section at 


WR Mario Manningham, Michigan 


The Wolverines have been desperate for a big-play 
receiver to emerge. No more. Manningham delivered 
on his magnificent potential in Michigan’s stunning 
47-21 win at No. 2 Notre Dame. Manningham 
grabbed three scoring strikes in the first half—including 
a 69-yarder—to put the game out of reach. He finished 
with four catches for 137 yards. Better yet, the 
sophomore cemented his status as the Wolverines’ 
next great receiver on an offense that could emerge as 


Hear from SN's Player of the Week on The Tim 
Brando Show, weekdays from 3-6 p.m. ET on 
radio.sportingnews.com, 


) 


Sporting News Radio, or at 


sportingnews.com 


From Louis Anastasis, The Independent Florida Alligator 


The Gators’ win over 
Tennessee was their first 
step in truly burying Ron 


You are witnessing the 
State’s lone rising program 
taking anchor in your own 


dead. But it is the worst BCS 
conference. 

I know, it’s difficult to 
believe that a league that has 
sent a team to the BCS title 
game in five of the six years 
this decade is so horrid. But 


last week sealed the With a little help from the officials, 


ae ie ae eee Oregon busted the Sooners down with 
The Big 12 had seven the rest of the Big 12 scrubs. 


prove-it games—and Oklahoma, Nebraska, Baylor, Colorado, Iowa State, 
Texas Tech and Kansas all got dumped. Yeah, I know: It’s sad. 

Texas clearly is the league’s best team, but it has fallen since its golden 
2005 season. Oklahoma and Texas Tech are solid. After that? Don’t ask. 
Just keep the Big 12 in your prayers the rest of the season. 

Here’s how I rank the BCS leagues: 1. SEC; 2. Pac-10; 3. Big Ten; 4. Big 
East; 5. ACC; 6. Do I have to say it again? 


DON RYAN / AP 


Zook’s ghost. 

SEC title contenders? 

No doubt. National 
championship possibilities? 
You better believe it. 

For the first time since 
the Steve Spurrier era, 
Gators Nation doesn’t have 
to worry that a lack of 
discipline could be costly. 


back yard. It’s still early, but 
this is an elite team and a 
mature one at that. 

Percy Harvin must get 
healthy, the offense has to 
kick it to the next notch, and 
the cornerbacks could be 
better. Still, the win at Rocky 
Top means BCS bowls 
are in Florida’s vision. 


ON CAMPUS 
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Ohio St-Michigan | Florida St-Miami 


Texas-Oklahoma 
Michigan 


Jessica Alba Angelina Jolie 


As voted on by SN's national network of college bloggers 
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This race has your name 
written all over it. 


Ten finalists 
will win 
a trip for two 
to the DAYTONA SOOF 
and 
one lucky winner 
will become 
part of racing history. 


To enter, visit 
www.CrownRoyal.com/YNH400 
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Your 


Name Here 


Be a champion. Drink responsibly.™ 


No purchase necessary. Void in CA and where prohibited. Online 
Entry Void in TN. Must be 21 years or older to enter. Begins 
5/5/06, Ends 11/23/06. Visit crownroyal.com for official rules. 

DAYTONA 500,® is a registered trademark and is used with 
permission. Daytona International Speedway is not a sponsor of 
this promotion. CROWN ROYAL Blended Canadian Whisky. 
40% Alc/Vol, ©2006 The Crown Royal Company, Norwalk, CT. 
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A rebel with a cause, Kyle Busch could 
be the next Nextel Cup champ. 


Little brother cooled down, 
then fired up 


n some ways, Kyle Busch 

regrets throwing his HANS 

device at Casey Mears at 

Lowe’s Motor Speedway. 

In other ways, Busch 
knows it was the turning 
point in his season—and 
perhaps his career. 

Busch’s actions after his 
collision with Mears during 
the May 28 race reinforced his 
nickname, Rowdy. Busch was 
loud and brash and reacted 
unjustly to Mears, a future 
teammate, without 
completely knowing what had 
occurred on the racetrack. 

Busch went with his gut 
reaction, and his behavior got 
him a trailer audience with 
NASCAR president Mike 
Helton. Busch wanted to meet 
with Helton, though not under 
such sour circumstances. 
Busch had been eager to talk 
to Helton about frustration 
that had been building since 
he was 16, when NASCAR kept 
him from racing in the 2001 
Craftsman Truck Series 
because he was too young. 
Busch figured once Helton got 
to know him, NASCAR would 
understand him better. 

For Busch, now 21 and the 
driver of the No. 5 Chevrolet, breaking bread a 
few days later with Helton and owner Rick 
Hendrick at the race shop in Charlotte was his 
aha! moment. 

Busch knew where he stood with Hendrick, 
who Busch says “has taken me under his wing 
and treated me like a son.” But the time 
Helton invested in Busch that afternoon left a 
lasting impression. 

When Big Mike talks, drivers listen. 

“Mr. H (Hendrick) and Mr. Helton and I were 
able to talk about things—life and fishing and 
everything,” says Busch, the younger brother 
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Celebrations could be common down the stretch for Busch, 
who has an improved outlook—and, oh yeah—an elite team. 


of 2004 champion Kurt Busch. “A lot of fun 
was discussed in there. (Life’s) not all about 
trying to lead every lap and win every race. 

“You've got to have more friends out here 
than you do enemies to be successful. That’s 
the biggest thing I’ve learned.” 

Helton also warned Busch about the 
severity of his incident with Mears and said 
NASCAR could have sat him down for a week, 
which might have wrecked his season. 
Instead, that meeting proved to be the 
impetus for Busch’s making a run for the 
Nextel Cup title this season, just his second 
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history remained a nail-biter to the finish, when Sam 


The'tightest first to fourth title run in IndyCar 


Hornish Jr. won his unprecedented third IndyCar Series 
Ghampionship and brought Team Penske its first ever. 
Everyone at ExxonMobil salutes Sam on his historic 


achievement. Congratulations also to teammate Helio 


p iaes | Castroneves on his third-place’finish in the 
ri championship ranking, and to everyone on Team 


Penske. We're proud-to run with you. 


lM, THE MORE YOU KNOW ABOUT MOBIL 1. 
THE BETTER IT IS FOR YOUR CAR. 


+ —© 2006 Exxon Mobil Corporatiay/Mia 


Mobil 1 Command Performance 


1953: 


On a makeshift drag 
strip in the parking 
lot of the Los 
Angeles County 


Fairgrounds, 
the NHRA® runs its 


first official race. 


From early on, 
Valvoline 


is there. 


N 
nf 


TESTED ON THE TRACK. 
TRUSTED ON THE ROAD: 


on the tour. He also could become 
the youngest driver to win the title 
and the first racer since Dale 
Earnhardt to win Rookie of the Year 
and the championship in 
consecutive seasons. 

Busch’s crew chief, Alan 
Gustafson, has been preparing for 
this moment since last year, when 
his late-season game plan was to 
pretend the team, which finished 
the year 20th, was 10th in points 
and competing in the Chase for the 
NASCAR Nextel Cup. 

The team observed other drivers 
and crew chiefs in the Chase to 
understand which strategies 
worked. Gustafson noted a variety 
of pit scenarios and track positions 
he expects to use successfully in 
this Chase. 

For Busch, the best tracks are 
ahead. Other than at Talladega, 
which will be a crapshoot for 
everyone, Busch will attack each 
race knowing he has the best 
equipment in the garage and the 
ability to run well at each track. He 
has reached a comfort level with 
the team that enables him to rely 
on the guys when things get tough. 

With such a strong support 
system, no one would be shocked if 
there were another NASCAR 
champion named Busch come 
November. SN 
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Why Dover is known as the Monster Mile 


it battled Godzilla. 


be described as Monster Mash. 


Monster Garage. 


looking like death warmed over. 


Trying to navigate pit road can leave a car looking as though 


The leftover carnage from when the race was 500 miles could 
Because Kasey Kahne has to avoid killer tomatoes when he’s on 
the Dover Downs is Cooking show on the Downs’ closed-circuit TV. 
NASCAR crew chiefs give new meaning to 


A bad night in the Dover Downs casino can leave you 


Should a road course be included in the Chase? Don't care. But | would like 
to see Bristol or Darlington—how many cookie-cutter tracks do we need? 


Go round and round with Kathy Sheldon on this subject and more at sportingnews.com. 


New rules, same 
game for Kenseth 


Matt Kenseth was atop the points standings 
heading into New Hampshire but finished 10th 
in the Sylvania 300 and fell to third overall, 

41 points behind leader Kevin Harvick. So how 
does the team whose steady run to the title in 
2003 led to the formation of the Chase win a 


championship under the new rules? 


“One race at a time,” says crew chief Robbie 
Reiser. “I don’t know if it’s any different. You still 
have to be perfect in the final races and get the 


best finish you can?’ 


Last year, the No. 17 had problems in three 
Chase races—Phoenix, Dover and Charlotte. 


Kenseth’s team has worked 
on its weaknesses. 


Expect Kenseth to be good at all three tracks this year. Like at New Hampshire last 
weekend, Kenseth had brake issues at Phoenix last year. But the team has eight weeks 
to get its flat-track brakes package right. Kenseth led 83 laps and won the June race at 
Dover, the site of this weekend’s race. Kenseth’s ability to adapt quickly will benefit him 
at Charlotte, where all 43 teams will be working with a new tire compound. 
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Kudos to Homestead- 
Miami Speedway for 
expanding its seating for 
the season finale. The 
race sold out by 
midsummer, but now 
more fans can enjoy the 
championship 
experience. 

NASCAR's new loop 
statistics support Mark 
Martin's bid for his first 
Cup title. Unfortunately, 
loop data doesn't reflect 
miscues on pit road—an 
area that has plagued 
Martin's team 
throughout the season. 
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WIN THE NASCAR* 
ALL-ACCESS EXPERIENCE 


Place an order totaling $20 or more from 
Domino’s Pizza® 
and earn 100 NASCAR RacePoints:’ 


J \ NASCAR «=A 28 a= FOF. 


[ RacePomrs 


THE NASCAR’ ALL-ACCESS EXPERIENCE 


For every RacePoint you earn, get one sweepstakes 


entry for a chance to win the ultimate VIP package, 
the NASCAR All-Access Experience. 
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| HACEPOINTS 


GO TO NASCAR.COM ® TO ENTER TODAY. 
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NASCAR 


Ricky Rudd will participate in the Car of 
Tomorrow test for team owner Jeff ie on 
October 9 at Tall 


“Don’t make any assumptions,” Rudd 

“| would not be interested in running t 

full schedule, just 15 to 18 ra 

says his only concern about driving for a 
part-time te vould be whether he could 
field a competitive crew. Also, Richard 
Childress Racing wants to add a fourth 
Cup team in 2007. Rudd, 50, is on RCR’s 
list of possible drivers but won't comment 


z= 
& about the opportunity. A fourth RCR team 
F . would run a partial schedule in 2007 and 
S i ‘ ; would evolve into a full-time squa 08. 
z ay : P|) + ould evolve into a full-time squad in 2008 
Robert Yates’ plans for the No. 88 still first time since 1979—the 2.66-mile track has announce soon that Timothy Peters, who ran the 
are up in the air. There has been renewed talk received a new surface. Goodyear Rick first 17 truck races for Bobby Hamilton Racing 
that Ward Burton will drive, perhaps with Campbell says his engineers went with “a pretty this season, will drive the Coast Ge Busel car 
Cabela’s as a sponsor. Burton talked to Yates last tough package eae to control heat,’ which next season. » Red Sox owner J y once 
Friday, but nothing has been decided. Yates was was the hee ¢ concern. Vickers, Martin again was a guest of Jack Roush at het 
hoping to run Burton before the end of the Truex, s Kvapil, Ryan Nev n, David Hampshire, further increasing speculation a deal 
season to entice sponsors. Yates also would like Stremme and David Gilliland were selected to is in the works between the longtime friends. 
the opportunity to put Johnny Sauter in a car. test. > Richard Childress Racing expects to Henry insists his visit was as a spectator. 
“He reminds me of a young Ernie Irvan’ Yates 
says. Irvan drove for Yates in the mid-1990s. Roush Racing president Geoff Smith says a signed contract is all that separates Mark Martin and a 
Sauter, however, is in the first year of a four-year full-time Craftsman Truck deal for next season. The deal is expected to be finished soon. “He won't be 
deal with Haas-CNC Racing. Haas hopes to have able to run a full Cup program,” Smith says, ending speculation that Martin would return to the No. 6 in 
a full-time Cup deal for Sauter signed by October 1. 2007. Martin could split time in the No. 60 car with Boris Said and a third driver. Smith says a rookie 
> Six Nextel Cup drivers were expected to will drive the No. 6 car next season. That deal is expected to be completed in the next week. Although 
participate in a Goodyear tire test this week at the Todd Kiuever had been the ROUTE for the es Smith says all four Roush developmental drivers— 
newly repaved Talladega Superspeedway. The Kluever, David Ragan, Danny O’Quinn and Erik ell—have auditioned. Sources close to the team 


paving project marks just the fourth time—and the say Reni is te favorite and i is  Bpected to make his cs debut this week at Dover. 


aceekios — Front stretch: 1,076 feet / 9° 
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Sludge robs your car of power and 
acceleration. Castrol GTX; Maximum 
protection against sludge buildup. 


Martin’s upcoming truck deal means he won't be in the Cup series full a 
time next season—no matter how much begging Jack Roush does. 
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GET |=) ..inside NASCAR 


With a FREE 30 Day Trial offer from the Official NASCAR Members Club 


NASCAR Discounts, Deals and Offers 
NASCAR Local Chapters In your Hometown 
NASCAR VIP Treatment at Events 
NASCAR 24/7 Insider Info 
NASCAR Fans: One Powerful Voice 
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Kyle Busch’s 
scouting report 


; ze: CHASE DRIVERS 

“Dover is one of those tracks that is finicky. AT DOVER XY 
If you want to run on the bottom, you have to eh RY 
have a good-handling car, and if you venture vy S 
to the top of the track, you have to have a 1. Kevin Harvick oi 4378/133_ | O | 
good-handling car. | haven't fared too well on 2. Denny Hamlin Sos 4000 | “0g 
the top of the track, so | like to run the bottom _3. Matt Kenseth 1 __.5752/142. eae 
groove and make that work. The concrete on _4. Jeff Gordon — 4 10,787/2,198 | 5 
the track is really bumpy. The _5. Jeff Burton 0 _9,082/121 5 
setups are tricky because if you = 6.Mark Martin 4 161299700 | 3 
make a change to your car, you S 7. Dale Earnhardt Jr. 13 | 15.9 q __5,144/366 1% 
change some of the other 3 _ 8. Kasey Kahne SF o- 1480/36 | 3. 
characteristics of it. You have to = 9. Jimmie Johnson 3 3425/553 | 2 
be careful not to overadjust: a 131 10. Kyle Busch O 120412 0 

4 = 


Who will win at Dover? 


Fantasy experts Roger Kuznia and Vinnie lyer pick Nextel Cup race winners. 


Vinnie: The Chase is well under way, so there’s q 
no time for messing around with drivers who 

have nothing for which to race. | want to beat i 
Roger in the Pit Box, and | want someone with 
similar drive to help me do it. That would be 
Jimmie Johnson, who is chasing his first Nextel i 
Cup. He also has done well at Dover—his third 

victory at the track came at this time last 

season. i 


Sleeper: Jamie McMurray. 
Not so fast: Tony Stewart. 


Nextel Cup points (based on how the experts’ choices finished in points races): Vinnie 2,576; 
Roger 2,565. Follow their running feud at sportingnews.com/nascar/pitbox. 
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Location: Dover, Del. 
Distance: 1 mile 

Front stretch: 1,076 feet 
Back stretch: 1,076 feet 
Banking in Turns 1-4: 24 
Banking in straights: 9 


Most wins: 7, Richard Petty, Bobby Allison 
Most top 5s: 19, Dale Eamhardt, Mark Martin 
Most top 10s: 26, Ricky Rudd, Richard Petty 
Chase race winners: Jimmie Johnson, 
2005; Ryan Newman, 2004. 

Website: doverspeedway.com 


Roger: Vinnie, you so picked the wrong 
Hendrick driver. Jeff Gordon will find a way to 
get it done Sunday, even though he hasn't 
won at Dover since 2001. Despite the team’s 
poor showing at Richmond, Gordon has 
momentum on his side, with seven top fives in 
his last 12 races, including two wins. And 
despite a 12th-place finish in the June race at 
Dover, he had the fifth-best driver rating. 


Sleeper: Scott Riggs. 
Not so fast: Kurt Busch. 


THE FINAL WORD 


Jimmie Johnson is 
the defending champ of 
the Dover 400 and Matt 
Kenseth won the June 
race at the track, but 
Mark Martin has to be 
the favorite. He leads all 
current drivers with 19 
top fives and four poles 
at the Monster Mile. He 
also is tied with Jeff 
Gordon for most wins 
among active drivers at 
Dover—four—and three 
of those occurred in the 
fall race. —L.S. 
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New high performance heids 


© 2006 Marriott International, Inc. 


Marriott 


Roll on into one of the new, fresh, crisp beds at Fairfield Inn.® 
And rev up your Marriott Rewards” points at any of our over 500 locations. 
Fairfield Inn. For travelers who know.™ 


Call 1-800-MARRIOTT or visit Marriott.com/fairfieldinn 
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Detroit has the right system, but it might not 
have the right players to execute it. ) 


Lions are making a mess 
of Martz’s offense 


sking the Lions to execute 
Mike Martz’s offense might 
seem like asking a bunch 
of butchers to perform 
brain surgery. And so far, 
well, let’s just say they have made 
quite a mess on their aprons. 

At issue is whether the Lions 
have the players who can operate 
this system, which historically 
puts up points as if the game 
were pinball instead of football. 
After two games, it’s safe to say 
not all of these players fit the 
offense. 

No player can have success 
working for Martz if he doesn’t 
have a high football 1.Q., which 
makes sense given Martz’s 
football I.Q. is higher than the 
aggregate weight of his offensive 
line. Martz is known for having 


bigger than the quarterback. 


trapped in black and silver. 


WEEK 


rusHiING A Yards 
RECEIVING 


Jones might not be confused with 
Faulk, but he has the skills to be a 
productive back in Martz’s offense. 


Great move by the Seahawks to trade for Deion Branch. He may not be a 
game-breaker, but he’s the type of building block player who fits general 
manager Tim Ruskell's program perfectly. Branch will add leadership, 
toughness and character to a group of receivers that could use a dose of each. 


Koren Robinson clearly cannot be trusted, but it's good to see the Packers 
are trying to give Brett Favre a little something to work with. Everyone has 
been hasty to blame the Packers’ problems on Favre, but the issues are 


It says a lot about Jerry Porter's character that, despite all the wide receiver 
problems around the league, no team has made a serious attempt to trade 
for him. He is the perfect Raider, and it is absolutely poetic that he is 


ever: St 


dramatically 
different game 
plans from 

week to week. 
They are 
voluminous— 
and he 
sometimes calls 
plays that aren’t 
even in that 
week's game 
plan. He likes to 
challenge his 
players mentally 
because he 
believes it keeps 
them fresh. 

And there are 
other special 
requirements for positions in this 
offense. 

Quarterback. Martz’s 
quarterbacks have to be 
accurate, and they have to be 
accurate pronto; that means 
making fast decisions and having 
a quick release are important. 
Kurt Warner, who has completed 
65.6 of his passes in his NFL 
career, is the prototype for this 
system. 

A Martz quarterback also has 
to be tough, on multiple levels. 
He’s going to take some hits in an 
attack that tries to stretch the 
field, so he has to be durable. He 
also has to be mentally strong 
enough to not be crushed by 
Martz, who demands precision. 
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it worked 
in St. Louis 


Of course it takes time to learn 
a complex offensive system such 
as the one Mike Martz runs. But if 
this offense doesn’t fly in Detroit 
this year, the reason likely will be 
that the Lions have the wrong 
players as opposed to the notion 
that the players still are learning. 

If you doubt it, recall 1999, 
Martz’s first year in St. Louis as 
coordinator. The offense that 
ranked 27th the year before shot 
up to No. 1—and the Rams won 
the Super Bowl. 

What's more, Martz was 
operating with a quarterback, 
Kurt Warner, who had thrown 11 
passes in his NFL career before 
that season and didn’t even have 
the benefit of taking most of the 
reps in training camp and the 
offseason. 

The Lions, therefore, have no 
excuses. 


Jon Kitna, who came into the 
season with a 58.8 percent 
career completion rate, is 
accurate enough, tough enough 
and smart enough to play for 
Martz. His release could be 
quicker and he doesn’t have the 
strongest arm, but Martz can win 
with a quarterback such as Kitna. 

Running back. Kevin Jones is 
different from Marshall Faulk, but 
he has all the skills to be a Pro 
Bowl player in this system. 

A back like Faulk, who 
enhances the passing game, is the 
best fit for this offense. First and 


5 SUBWAY Reggie Bush Fresh Stat Tracker 


foremost, that means the back 
has to have the intelligence, 
toughness and technique to be 
able to pass-block. He also 
should be able to run routes 
efficiently and catch the ball. 
Running style is secondary. 

Wideouts. “They can be big, 
they can be little, they can be 
fast, they can be slow, just as 
long as they can beat a corner 
one-on-one,” Martz says. “If you 
can’t do that, you can’t play.” 

Martz’s receivers also are 
required to run more than most— 
and disciplined route running is a 
necessity. 

The Lions don’t have the type 
of receivers Martz needs—and 
this has been their most glaring 
problem so far. Roy Williams has 
the ability to excel in any system, 
but he has not tapped into his 
talent consistently. Mike Williams 
hasn’t shown any fire. The others 
are average Joes. 

Line. If Martz doesn’t have two 
tackles who can pass protect—he 
almost needs two left tackles— 
this system won't hit on all 
cylinders. 

The system calls for having as 
many players running routes as 
possible. That means Martz 
prefers to leave his tackles 
without a lot of help. Pass 
protection killed the Lions in their 
34-7 loss to the Bears last Sunday, 
when they gave up six sacks. 

Detroit probably needs some 
upgrades on the line, but it’s early 
to pass judgment on this unit 
because two starters have missed 
time. 

At least Martz has veterans. 
Young linemen could struggle in 
this offense because he can use 
close to 20 protections in a game, 
and blockers have to be able to 
adjust to the defensive changes 
caused by all the presnap 
motioning Martz uses with his 
skill position players. 

So far, it appears that what 
Martz needs to run his offense 
and what he has are not entirely 
the same thing. SN 


Before the season, there 
was concern in Chicago 
that the Bears did not 
have a quality second 
receiver to complement 
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But Bern 
has stepped up as a 
big-play threat with 
touchdown catches of 49 
and 41 yards in the first 
two games. Berrian’s 
emergence has not been 
surprising to QB Rex 
Grossman. Although 
neither player has been on the field consistently in his 
Bears career, both have taken thousands of reps 
together and have developed timing and chemistry. 
Grossman says he has seen Berrian improve at getting 
off press coverage and has watched the third-year 
player's confidence grow. > Last season, the Falcons 
frequently had Pro Bowl CB DeAngelo Hall shadow the 
other team’s top receiver regardless of where the 
receiver lined up. This season, the team is trying 
different things with Hall. In the opener against the 
Panthers, Hall took one side of the field, which enabled 
the Falcons to roll FS Chris Crocker to the other side to 
help CB Jason Webster. Bottom line: Hall is versatile 
enough and gifted enough to be used however coach 

ora sees fit. > Robert Gallery was on the 
sideline with a calf injury Sunday, but the Raiders 
weren't missing much. The move from right to left tackle 
has not been kind to Gallery, the second overall pick in 
the 2004 draft. He has struggled, and his technique is 
clearly screwed up. Some scouts believe Gallery has lost 
confidence and regressed since coming into the league. 
It could be that Gallery's best shot at fulfilling his 
potential is at right tackle—on another team. 
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WORKOUT SCHEDULE: Upper body in the morning, 
legs in the afternoon, jaw muscles at lunch. 


Reggie, we're glad to be part of your 
fitness regime. Happy highlight-making. 


by Bills RB Willis McGahee 
has worked hard to reclaim 
the big-play speed that had 
been missing from his 
game since he blew out his 
knee in the final game of 
his college career. 
McGahee's longest run last 
season was 27 yards, but 
he had a 61-yard run in the 
preseason this year. Those 
who have been around 
McGahee believe that 
might have been a 10- or 
15-yard run last year. 
McGahee has dropped 3 or 
4 pounds, but that 
probably didn't help him as 
much as working with the 
University of Miami track 
team in the offseason. 
McGahee trained for speed, 
and it worked. 


given the Patriots four first-round picks in their front 
four—and it could have happened. The Patriots were 
interested in Ngata, but he was taken by the Ravens 
nine spots ahead of New England’s position in the first 
round. That the Patriots were set on the defensive line 
would not have deterred coach Bill Belichick from 
taking another lineman; he never will pass up a 
front-seven player he thinks could be special. > Look for 
rookie TE Tony Scheffler to come on for the Broncos as 
the season progresses. Scheffler has impressed his 
coaches with excellent hands and a feel for route 
running. He needs to improve as a blocker but already is 
functional. Most draft experts did not consider Scheffler 
in the same class with Vernon Davis, drafted by the 
49ers with the sixth overall pick, but in some ways 
Scheffler compares favorably. Davis blew everyone away 
by running a 4.38 40 at the NFL Scouting Combine, but 
Scheffler, picked 61st, had better times in the 20-yard 
shuttle and the 3-cone drill—which speak to his 
quickness and ability to change directions. 


SUBWAY 


eat fresh: 


www.subwayfreshbuzz.com 
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Don't flex your brain 
too much—trust your gut 


By Vinnie lyer 

As a fantasy football junkie, I tend to absorb as much info 
from as many websites, publications and broadcasts as I can 
when considering whom to start and whom to sit each week. 

After taking it all in, | usually make decisions based on 
my instincts. The information I gather is mainly to help me 
consider all the angles of a particular matchup. 

Entering Week 1, I read arguments in favor of benching Ronnie Brown 
and Steven Jackson against the tough run defenses of Pittsburgh and 
Denver. Brown had only 30 yards but 
scored twice; Jackson tallied 140 
combined yards. Week 2 brought even 
wackier advice: that I should bench 
Larry Johnson because Denver would 
stack the box against quarterback 
Damon Huard. Johnson’s stat line: 126 
yards in 27 carries. 

Bottom line: When setting your 
backfield, don’t think too much. 

There are several by-committee 
backfields that include potential fantasy 
studs—Broncos, Colts, Saints, Patriots, 
Jets, Panthers and Titans—but I stick 
with backs who get the most touches. 

As Brown and Jackson showed in 
Week 1 and Johnson reemphasized in 
Week 2, even the toughest run 
defenses cede a lot of yards against 
backs who get plenty of touches. And 
as Brown proved against the Steelers, 
top backs always have a chance to find 
the end zone even if they have been 
bottled up for most of 


WEEK 3: sii iain 

vs. Seattle’s defense 

The Seahawks led the 
league with 50 sacks last 
season, and they're off to a 
strong start in 06. Tiki 
Barber won't see much 
daylight thanks to Seattle's 
strong run defense, so this 
will be Manning’s game to 
win. With enough time, 
Manning can exploit 
Seattle’s secondary, as he 
did in throwing for 344 
yards during an overtime 
loss last season. —C.B. 


GENE J. PUSKAR / AP 
ALBERT DICKSON / SN 


Brown was the only Miami 

back with a Week 1 carry; 

that’s why he got the TDs. “ne game. 
Do I regret starting 


Shaun Alexander against Detroit in Week 1 after his 
measly 52 yards and a lost fumble? No. Even sure things 


can have bad weeks—Alexander rebounded against 
Arizona in Week 2 with 98 combined yards and a 
touchdown. 

If you have a team’s clear-cut No. 1 back, ride him 
while he’s healthy. Even if the numbers aren’t ideal, he’s 
your best chance to get production. And because running 
back is the most coveted fantasy position, few owners 
have more than three viable options anyway. 

Playing the matchups is much more important when it 
comes to wide receivers and quarterbacks because there 
are more factors that determine their success. For backs, 
talent and guaranteed touches deserve the most 
consideration. 

If your league uses a flex position, starting backs are 
better options than comparable receivers every time. 


‘£ 
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Mike (only because 
| drafted him) 


More TD passes: 
McNabb or Brady? 


Tatum 


Tatum 


Weeks Kurt Warner 
will stay healthy 


Surprise ‘D’ 


Best pregame TV 
show 


F c> WEEK 3 STUDS QB: Matt Hasselbeck, Seahawks ® Eli Manning, Giants ® Daunte Culpepper, Dolphins FRB: Edgerrin James, Cardinals ® Steven Jackson, Rams ® 
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Find or Fluke? N 


Analyzing WEEK 2’s breakout performers. The Raiders might 

Rex Grossman, QB, Bears. Start believing in Grossman 
as a fantasy backup after his four-touchdown performance be so bad that ; ny Ze 
against the Lions. Grossman built on his Week 1 momentum , H ; a 
and is doing a good job of taking what defenses give him. fantasy value will a 
The Bears’ upcoming schedule (at Minnesota, vs. Seattle and be buried in a pile The addiioidfiDelow Branch creates 
vs. Buffalo) will test him, but he'll be a good fill-in if your i 
starter has an off-week in Week 6 or 8, when the Bears face of three-and-outs. crowd in the Secanks sll Cops. 
the Cardinals and 49ers. naley- Branch, Darrell Jackson, Nate Burleson 

7. Brendan Roberts is upset he took Moss and Bobby am have starting 


over Torry Holt. Tell us about your 


; rience. That glut, combined with the 
boneheaded ba at ees ii tyr’ ute 


team’s lack of healthy tight ends, likely will 
lead to more three-wide receiver sets in 
upcoming weeks. But there will be a limited 
number of touches to go around because 
the Seahawks still will feed the ball to 

RB Shaun Alexander. > Don't ignore the 
impact an offensive line has on its team’s 
skill players. Look no further than the 
Monday night massacre in which Raiders 
QB Aaron Brooks was sacked more often 
(nine times) than he completed a pass 
(eight). Arizona and Tampa Bay are two 
other teams with suspect O-lines. > If 


aesgaues. 
eke ree 


DAVID KOHL / AP 


Kelley Washington, WR, Bengals. The injury to TJ. 
Houshmandzadeh bumped Washington up the food chain, and 
he capitalized with a 22-yard touchdown catch in Week 2. 
But Chris Henry also was impressive, with five receptions for 
113 yards. The Bengals’ explosive passing offense is strong 
enough to support three viable fantasy options at wide 
receiver, but somebody will take the fall when Houshmandzadeh 
returns. Probably Washington. Ruling: —George Winkler 


Judgment Calls 


Falcons QB Michael Vick vs. Saints QB Drew Brees. Forever linked by the LaDainian Tomlinson 
trade, they go head to head in the Monday night spotlight Vick loves. Brees will be buoyed by 
emotions in the first game at the Superdome since Hurricane Katrina. 

Verdict: The Falcons have the better all-around defense, which makes Vick the better play. 


ROBERT SEALE / SN 


Colts RB Joseph Addai vs. Patriots 
RB Laurence Maroney. Addai’s outside 
speed will get him plenty of touches 
against the Jaguars, and Maroney’s power 
will be a load for the Broncos to handle. 
Verdict: Both are at home, but you'll 
want to flex your muscles with the mighty 
Maroney, who's more NFL-ready. 


JAY DROWNS / SN 


QB Rex Grossman continues to spark the 
Bears’ offense, KR Robbie Gould could 
become a waiver-wire surprise. He had 24 
points in the first two weeks. > The Falcons 
have yet to allow a touchdown, which is 
bad news for Saints RB Deuce McAllister, 
who faces the Atlanta defense Monday 
night. Reggie Bush’s share of the work 
keeps McAllister from helping owners 
unless he gets into the end zone. —R.H. 


The Bears will be 
a daunting challenge for Williamson, but 
the Vikings’ second-year speedster is 
quickly emerging as a go-to guy. The 
acrobatic Evans, who already has that 
Status, faces the Jets at home. 
Verdict: Evans thrives against the AFC 
East; he’s the play. —V./. 


CJ GUNTHER / AP 
BOB LEVERONE / SN 
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TROY AIKMAN 


The first time I heard of Roger Goodell was in 
the winter of 1994, after we had won our second 
Super Bowl. I had been knocked unconscious in 
the NFC championship game, and though I was 
able to play in the Super Bowl a week later, I 
decided to skip the Pro Bowl. I taped an 
appearance on Jay Leno’s show and got an early 
start on letting my body heal. 

Not long after that, I got a letter from the 
NFL office. Funny I could make it to Los 
Angeles for Leno, it said, when I couldn’t make 
it to Hawaii for the Pro Bowl. Say what? Last 
time I checked, Leno was a noncontact show. I 
was none too pleased with the letter, which 
was signed by, you guessed it, Roger Goodell, 
then the VP of operations under Paul 
Tagliabue. 

Goodell and I laugh about that now. After 
that rocky start, we’ve developed a good 
relationship over the years, and I was pleased 
he was selected to replace Tagliabue as 
commissioner. 

Goodell has big shoes to fill. Tagliabue 
guided the league to labor peace, expansion 


Goodell is ready to tackle the challenges 
he faces as the new commissioner 


and enormous growth in popularity and 
revenues. The NFL grew large under Pete 
Rozelle, and it became a juggernaut under 
Tagliabue. 

Goodell knows what he’s getting into. He 
started as an intern in the league office and 
worked his way up the ladder. It’s hard to 
imagine anyone being better prepared for the 
job. 

Goodell does face some challenges. One is 
the increasing popularity of human growth 
hormone and the lack of a test to detect it. The 
NFL was at the forefront of steroids testing 
among professional sports leagues years ago, 
and it needs to lead the way in stopping the 
use of HGH. It appears Goodell will be 
proactive in that regard. 

I'm also concerned about the league 
becoming overexposed. I love watching 
football as much as the next guy, and probably 
more, but when you can watch games on 
Thursday night, Sunday afternoon, Sunday 
night and Monday night—and eventually 
Saturday night—it loses something. It’s not as 


M. SPENCER GREEN / AP 


dm Wac 
Look for Goodell to make a strong transition 
from the background to being the main man. 


special anymore. The NFL needs to be careful 
it doesn’t water down its product. 

There are other issues Goodell must 
address, such as the absence of a team in Los 
Angeles. But I have great confidence he'll get 
the job done. After all, he spent 17 years 
learning from the master. 


G The Troy Aikman Show is broadcast at 5 p.m. ET 
every Thursday through the Super Bowl on Sporting 
News Radio. Listen online at radio.sportingnews.com, 


FANT. ASYS j n Bills WR Lee Evans has yet to take the step forward many owners expected. 
p If he doesn’t play well against the Jets, it will be a sign he’s in trouble. 


BUFFALO BILLS 


FS Troy Vincent (hamstring) is on injured reserve, so the 
team will go with two rookie starters, Donte Whitner and 
Ko Simpson, at safety. It's a risky move. Whitner and 
Simpson are fast and athletic and have excellent ball 
skills but lack experience. So far, the Bills have generated 
a good enough pass rush to take pressure off them. 
GOOD MATCHUP: RB Willis McGahee has the speed to 
tum the corner and the size and strength to pound the 
ball inside. Jets ILB Jonathan Vilma is one of few 
linebackers fast enough to catch McGahee. He's a sure 
tackler in the open field. But McGahee may have the 
advantage because Vilma lacks the size to take on bigger 
blockers. PROBLEM SPOT: For the run defense 
to improve, the line must keep blockers away from the 
linebackers. 
MLB London 
Fletcher is a 
tackling machine 
but is neutralized 
when linemen lock 
on to him. When 
the defensive line 
keeps blockers 
occupied, Aletcher 
and LBs Takeo 
Spikes and Angelo 
Crowell can flow 
to the football. 
—Allen Wilson 
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MIAMI DOLPHINS 


The offensive line is under fire after 
allowing 10 sacks in two games, but 
the problems go deeper than poor 
pass blocking. QB Daunte Culpepper 
is holding the ball too long, and 
receivers are not getting open quickly 
enough. Still, LT LJ. Shelton and 

RT Vernon Carey need to hold up 
better on the edges. One more issue: 
RG Bennie Anderson (triceps) could 
miss some time. SLEEPER: As a 
result of tight coverage on WRs Chris 
Chambers and Marty Booker, No. 3 
WR Wes Welker has turned into a 
consistent target. When he’s under 
pressure, Culpepper has been able to 
find Welker on short patterns. The 

5-9 Welker isn’t a jump-ball threat, 
but he can be an explosive runner in 
the open field. PROBLEM SPOT: 
Culpepper has yet to find any 
chemistry with Chambers. He 
appears to be prematurely releasing 
passes at the first sign of pressure, so 
Chambers, a deep-threat receiver, 
isn't getting enough time to run the 
long routes that make him 
successful. Jeff Darlington 


NEW ENGLAND PATRIOTS 


The Patriots are shifting to a 4-3 defense keyed by versatile All-Pro Richard 
Seymour, who gives the team a pass rusher as an end or run stopper as a 
tackle. The 4-3 generates more pressure up front, where Seymour, T Vince 
Wilfork and E Ty Warren can collapse the pocket when they're not using their 
two-gap technique. SPOTLIGHT MATCHUP: The last time QB Tom Brady 
faced Champ Bailey, the Denver comer intercepted a pass that helped 

seal Brady's first playoff loss. The ultracompetitive Brady will seek a measure 
of revenge this week against Bailey, who likely will be matched up in 

single coverage. Bailey frequently gambles but has the closing speed to 
compensate. PROBLEM SPOT: The offense still lacks a game-breaking wide 
receiver. Doug Gabriel and rookie Chad Jackson made their debuts in 

Week 2, but they may not be legitimate threats for a while. They're still learning 
to make the sight adjustments Brady thrives on exploiting. John Tomase 


NEW YORK JETS 


QB Chad Pennington’s terrific start might not last. Pennington’s best 
attribute is his play-action ability, but that isn’t going to fool many 

defenses if the Jets can’t sustain the running game. The Jets need recently 
acquired RB Kevan Barlow to get more comfortable in the system. 
SPOTLIGHT MATCHUP: WR Laveranues Coles is Pennington’s go-to guy, 
but he'll be facing a top cover corner this weekend: Buffalo's Nate 
Clements. Clements must be aware of Coles’ double moves, which have 
fooled cormerbacks in the first two games, PROBLEM SPOT: The pass rush 
is a big concern. The Jets don’t have any speed rushers. The coaches are 
mixing it up by using different personne! groupings but to no avail. The Jets 
need to blitz more. S Kerry Rhodes, in particular, is an effective blitzer. Right 
now, opposing quarterbacks are too comfortable in the pocket. —Rich Cimini 


F Ss Brian Westbrook, Eagles W/F&: Marvin Harrison, Colts ® Torry Holt, Rams ® Chris Chambers, Dolphins TIE: Alge Crumpler, Falcons ® Randy McMichael, Dolphins D-ST: Ravens 
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BALTIMORE RAVENS 


OLBs Bart Scott and Adalius Thomas have been a key part of the team's stingy defense. Few opponents have been able to 
run outside because of the Ravens’ speed. The only option is to run inside, and that’s right at MLB Ray Lewis. ... Opponents 
are starting to crowd the line against the Ravens’ offense, so look for QB Steve MeNair to air it out more. The team will have to 
see whether McNair still has the arm strength to throw intermediate to deep passes; he can’t keep defenses honest with the 
short passes he’s throwing. ROLE REPORT: The team plans to keep RB Jamal Lewis (hip flexor) under 25 carries per game. 
Mike Anderson and Musa Smith will be counted on to give Lewis rest. PROBLEM SPOT: The offense must handle blitzes up 
the middle better. The line seems slow to react; the Raiders were able to force the interior of the line back into McNair on a few 
occasions. The coaches need to help by calling more screens and quick slants. —Mike Preston 


FANTASY 


CINCINNATI BENGALS 


Injuries to OLB David Pollack (neck), SS Dexter Jackson 
(ankle) and C Rich Braham (knee) force the team to lean 
on OLB Rashad Jeanty, DB Kevin Kaesviharn and C Eric 
Ghiaciuc. The club will miss Pollack’s ability to attack 
ballcarriers, but Jeanty is a solid tackler and pass rusher 
who is solid in coverage. Kaesviharn doesn't have Jackson's 
ability, but he’s smart and has good ball skills. Ghiaciuc 
lacks Braham's experience, but he's feisty and technically 
sound and has a mean streak. HOT: WR Chris Henry has 
been a surprise while filling in for TJ. Houshmandzadeh 
(heel). Henry is a matchup nightmare for opponents 
because of his size (6-4, 200), speed and leaping ability. 
He's tough in the red zone because he towers over smaller 
backs on fade and corner routes. PROBLEM SPOT: If the 
team wants to go deep in the playoffs, the defense needs 
to stop giving up explosive plays such as the 75-yard pass 
that led to a touchdown for the Browns in Week 2. The loss 
of Jackson hurts in that area. —Chick Ludwig 


PITTSBURGH STEELERS 


The team will substitute frequently for its defensive linemen, especially NT Casey 
Hampton, to keep them from wearing down. One reason the Steelers kept 

DE Rodney Balley, a five-year veteran, was they wanted a player who could step in 
right away to spell DEs Aaron Smith and Brett Kelsel. ... CB Deshea Townsend's 
coverage skills helped him hold off CB Bryant McFadden in their battle for a 
starting job. Townsend runs well with receivers and rarely gets out of position. He 
Moves to the slot in the nickel because he’s a strong blitzer. SPOTLIGHT MATCHUP: 
RB Willie Parker breaks most of his long gains running between the tackles, so 
expect the Steelers to pound the interior of Cincinnati's defense. Pittsburgh will use 
a lot of counter plays against the Bengals behind LG Alan Faneca, who has fared 
well against their linebackers. PROBLEM SPOT: The coverage units need to get 
better. In particular, the team needs to find a wedge buster like Keisel, who was 
taken off special teams because he is a starter this season. —Gerry Dulac 


Week 3 will be tough mentally for Bengals QB Carson Palmer as he 
faces the defense that shredded his knee. It's OK to consider sitting him. 


CLEVELAND BROWNS 


ILB Andra Davis could be ready to peak. He’s 27, knows 
the system and has good instincts. He is a sure tackler 
and adept at filling running lanes, and his coverage 
technique is improving. Fast tight ends can beat him and he 
might miss a few reads, but he's an every-down player. 
FALLING: RB Reuben Droughns has only 25 carries, but 
offensive coordinator Maurice Carthon isn't totally to 
blame. The loss of C LeCharles Bentley, in addition to 
mediocre guard play, means that the inside running game 
won't materialize into what Carthon wants this season. 
Things won't get any better against the Ravens this weekend. 
PROBLEM SPOT: The team’s receivers have talent but not 
well-defined roles. Braylon Edwards ideally would be the 
No. 1 receiver, and TE Kellen Winslow would be a big-play 
possession receiver, but both are coming off injuries. The 
other spots are question marks: Joe Jurevicius is getting 
older, Dennis Northcutt is coming off a poor year, and Joshua 
Cribbs and Travis Wilson aren't ready. —Steve Doerschuk 
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Early on, 
take the under 


In baseball, we're used to hearing, “The 
pitchers are ahead of the hitters” early in the 
season. But in football, the hitters are ahead of 
the pitchers. 

It has become somewhat commonplace for 
offenses to start the season sluggishly, but 
why? Well, offenses require more precision 
than defenses. A defense might be able to 
cover up being out of sync for a short period of 
time; an offense can’t. 

Generally speaking, it’s also easier for a 
defense to integrate new players than it is for 
an offense. Offensive players need more time 
to become accustomed to the nuances of a 
new system and their teammates. 

Scoring picked up in Week 2, but offenses 
have limped out of the gate for the third 
straight year. A look at scoring per game 
through Week 2 since 2000 as compared to 
the final season averages. —D.P 


POINTS 
@ Through Week 2 
@ Final 


# ‘OTs O2. 0304s 05 
= *Does not include last Monday night's game. 
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HOUSTON TEXANS 


LT Charles Spencer (broken leg) is out for the season, but there won't be much of a 
drop-off with Ephraim Salaam filling in. Salaam has experience with the zone-blocking 
system after playing with Denver for two seasons and is capable of protecting QB David 
Carr. SLEEPER: RB Samkon Gado, acquired from the Packers, has good size (5-10, 
226) and will help with blitz pickup. Though Gado currently is the team’s No. 3 back, his 
role will increase when he’s more familiar with the playbook, and he'll have the 
opportunity to climb the depth chart quickly because the running game desperately 
needs a spark. PROBLEM SPOT: The secondary has struggled to slow wide receivers, 
frequently making poor reads and leaving players wide-open. It would help if the defensive 
line put more pressure on the quarterback, but the 
. defensive backs still need to get in better position 
FANTASY. Sp ! n to make interceptions and stop receivers from 
Colts WR Marvin Harrison is 34, ssatae Valeo Se Siete) Aa 
but as two straight 100-yard 


games show, he'll continuetobe  [NDIANAPOLIS COLTS 
outstanding. He's a no-brainer as CB Jason David's strong start has relegated Martin 
a starter every week. Jackson to the role of nickel comer. 


That isn't necessarily bad. Jackson is effective 
covering the slot receiver and gives the team the option of blitzing him from there. 
INJURY REPORT: The team might have erred in playing WR Brandon Stokley against the 
Texans, Although he caught a 10-yard touchdown pass, he aggravated his sprained ankle. If 
the injury sidelines Stokley, Aaron Moorehead will play more in three-receiver sets. 
PROBLEM SPOT: The running game still is a work in progress. RBs Dominic Rhodes and 
Joseph Addai, a rookie, are sharing the load, but the team might be better off giving Addai 
more of the work and allowing him to leam as he goes. Most backs say they need 10 carries 
to get into the flow of the game. Addai, who had 82 yards in 16 canies in the victory over 
Houston, runs with power and decisiveness and has a good burst. —Mike Chappell 


JACKSONVILLE JAGUARS 


Receivers coach Steve Walters wants his three big wide receivers—Matt Jones, Reggie 
Williams and Ernest Wilford—to compensate for their lack of speed and polished 

route running by using their size to shield defenders. Jones is 6-6; Williams and Wilford 
are 6-4. GAME: Coach Jack Del Rio will monitor RB Fred Taylor's touches 
throughout the season in an effort to keep him healthy. Taylor had 27 touches in Week 1. 
Another injury to Taylor would devastate the offense; backups Maurice Jones-Drew and 
LaBrandon Toefield are less talented and experienced. PROBLEM SPOT: The nickel and 
dime backs need to be more productive early in games. Terry Cousin and Scott Starks 
are adequate in zone coverage but struggle in man-to-man. And because the line gets 
more pressure as games go on, Cousin and Starks cover longer in the first quarter. 
Offenses like the Colts’, with their depth at receiver, can strike quickly. —Michael C. Wright 


TENNESSEE TITANS 


LE Kyle Vanden Bosch worked on different 
aspects of his game this offseason after 
signing a four-year contract extension. His 
focus on improving against the run has paid 
off; he had 11 total tackles in the first two 
games. But Vanden Bosch has just one sack 
despite his efforts to develop a better inside 
pass-rushing move. ROOKIE REPORT: The 
team will try to get RB LenDale White more 
involved in the coming weeks. White is raw 
and still needs work in pass protection. But 
he’s a natural runner with good instincts at 
the line of scrimmage. Look for him to be 
effective in short-yardage situations because 
of his combination of power and nifty feet. 
PROBLEM SPOT: The offense has been miserable. QB Kerry Collins, signed just two 
weeks before the opener, hasn't developed any chemisty with his receivers and has 
completed 40.4 percent of his passes, with four interceptions and no TDs. —Jim Wyatt 
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DENVER BRONCOS 


The Broncos worked to improve their red zone defense in 
the offseason, and they haven't allowed aD from inside 
the 20-yard line yet. They've simplified their scheme; 
they're blitzing less, running fewer stunts and twists with 
the front four and putting more emphasis on one-on-one 
plays. JOB IN JEOPARDY: TE Stephen Alexander, once a 
dangerous open-field threat, now is only a periodic target 
in the passing game. He has remained the starter 
because he’s the team’s best combination 
blocker-receiver, but rookie Tony Scheffler could take 

his job. Scheffler is a better downfield threat. 

PROBLEM SPOT: The offense has struggled because teams have pinned QB Jake 
Plummer in the pocket and have blitzed off the edge, disrupting his timing on bootlegs. The 
results: Plummer has zero TDs and four interceptions. Despite decent yardage totals, the 
running game has been inconsistent, which makes it harder to sell play-action. —Lee Rasizer 
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KANSAS CITY CHIEFS 


CB Ty Law is perfect for the Chiefs’ cover 2 scheme. He may have lost some speed, but 
he recognizes routes, reads the quarterback and breaks on the ball as well as ever. Law 
also is good against the run; he’s a dependable tackler. RISING: TE Tony Gonzalez will 
remain a focal point of the passing game at least until QB Trent Green (concussion) 
returns and the team resolves some of its protection issues. The Chiefs have moved to a 
shorter passing game with QB Damon Huard, and Gonzalez is a more prominent target. 
PROBLEM SPOT: Expect the offensive line to remain vulnerable to a strong pass rush 
when the Chiefs are trailing and need to be one-dimensional. A close game, extra 
blockers and quicker throws by Huard led to improved protection in Week 2. LT Kyle 
Turley is adjusting to being back on the field after missing two seasons with back 
problems, and RT Kevin Sampson is an erratic pass blocker. —Adam Teicher 


OAKLAND RAIDERS 


The Raiders have high hopes for CB Stanford Routt. He is the nickel back for now, but the 
team likes Routt’s recovery speed and his ability to match up against bigger receivers. 
FALLING: All five linemen struggle to pick up blitzes and to hold their blocks long enough 
for the quarterbacks to get off anything other than short passes—if they can get off throws at 
all. The Raiders have allowed 15 sacks and haven't been able to take advantage of 

WR Randy Moss’ ability to get open deep. There isn’t much the team can do about the 
problem because it doesn’t have better options on the bench. PROBLEM SPOT: LT Robert 
Gallery needs to improve his footwork and use of his hands. The team wants him to deliver 
the initial blow to defenders to knock them off-balance and get the upper hand. He lets 
defenders dictate the action too often and gets pushed around. Gallery (calf) was out 
Sunday but could return after the team’s Week 3 open date. —Steve Corkran 


SAN DIEGO CHARGERS 


The secondary, under the direction of new FS Marlon McCree, is better prepared this 
season and playing with abandon. The defensive backs are watching more tape and 
critiquing one another. They're better able to play an attacking style. RISING: Michael 
Turner backs up the league’s most complete running back, LaDainian Tomlinson, but he 
has starter potential. Most of his chances have come after the game has been decided. 
Tumer is a more straightforward runner than Tomlinson, but he also can move laterally and 
change direction. PROBLEM SPOT: The run blocking is about the only hole on this team 
right now. The linemen sustained their blocks much better in the victory over the Titans 
than they did in the win over the Raiders, but there still were too many short gains. 
Outside of Tomlinson’s 58-yard run in the opener and Turners 73-yarder against the 
Titans, the Chargers averaged 3.7 yards on their other 83 attempts. —Kevin Acee 


FANT. ASYS)P j [7] The Chargers’ defense has been 


outstanding—against two awful teams. 
This is a great time to sell high on a unit with a questionable secondary. 


eE S WEEK 3 SLEEPERS QB: David Carr, Texans ® Jon Kitna, Lions ® J.P. Losman, Bills FRB: Kevin Jones, Lions Laurence Maroney, Patriots 
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DALLAS COWBOYS NEW YORK GIANTS PHILADELPHIA EAGLES 
LG Kyle Kosier isn't physical, which The team expects LB LaVar Arrington The team's eight-man defensive line 
means he sometimes struggles at the to be a playmaker, but he was a rotation took a blow when LE Jevon 


point of attack and can be bull rushed. 
But he has the athleticism and the 
quickness to get to the second level to 
block linebackers or to the perimeter 


nonfactor in the opener and had only 
two tackles and a pass defense in 
Week 2. Coordinator Tim Lewis must 
find ways to put Arrington in position to 


Kearse suffered a serious knee injury. 
End, however, is one of the deepest 
positions on the team. Expect Trent 
Cole to replace Kearse. Cole gets off 


Randle El 


WASHINGTON REDSKINS 


to block defensive backs. make plays. GOOD MATCHUP: At 6-5, the ball quickly and plays with leverage, 

INJURY REPORT: With WR Terrell WR Plaxico Burress will have a but he lacks lower-body strength and WR Antwaan Randle El is improving as he 
Owens out 2-4 weeks with a broken considerable height advantage against struggles to hold his ground at the point gets more comfortable in coach Joe Gibbs’ 
finger, Patrick Crayton and rookie Sam Seahawks CBs Marcus Trufant of attack. GOOD MATCHUP: Coming off system. He fires out of the slot and can make 
Hurd will compete for the starting job. (5-11) and Kelly Herndon (5-10) in a big game against the Giants, look for plays in the middle, though he needs to 
Crayton has the best hands on the Week 3. That's the type of matchup TE LJ. Smith to put up good numbers double his average of 6.0 yards per reception. 


team, and Hurd has good height (6-2) 
and played well in camp. Teams likely 
will roll coverage toward Terry Glenn, so 
the Cowboys will have to be creative to 
make big plays in the passing game. 


advantage the Giants envisioned when 
they acquired Burress last year. 
Burress, who caught the game-winning 
TD pass in overtime against the Eagles, 
is an outstanding leaper with terrific 


against the 49ers. He has reliable hands 
and short-area burst. Smith had one of 

the best games of his career against San 
Francisco last season (9 catches for 119 
yards, 1 touchdown). PROBLEM SPOT: 


He probably will make his biggest mark as a 
punt returner. COLD: The team needs some 
production from new WR Brandon Lloyd, who 
has one catch for 6 yards in two games. Lloyd 
has to do a better job of stretching the field, 


PROBLEM SPOT: The pass rush must balance. PROBLEM SPOT: The special Despite the team’s intentions to have a which is why he was acquired. He must get off 
be more productive to help an offense teams have not been up to the Giants’ more balanced offense, the running the line cleanly and run more precise routes. 
that will struggle at times. OLBs Greg standards in the first two games. The game still is lacking. Brian Westbrook is PROBLEM SPOT: Pass coverage will 

Ellis and DeMarcus Ware are the keys. return units have not given the team not the ideal back to run out the clock. continue to be a problem until CB Shawn 


In the 3-4, they're relied upon to be the 
primary pass rushers. If they don’t have 
good sacks numbers, the team will 
struggle. Jean-Jacques Taylor 


FANTASY 


good field position, and the coverage 
must improve. There's no excuse because 
the Giants have good players and 
sound schemes. —Ralph Vacchiano 


Correll Buckhalter failed last Sunday 
on a crucial fourth-and-1 carry. Ryan 
Moats and Reno Mahe aren't the 
answer, either. —Mark Eckel 


Despite the Giants’ myriad offensive weapons, Amani Toomer finds ways to put 
up yards and points. You should be happy if he is your No. 3 receiver. 


Springs (abdomen) returns to the lineup. 
CB Carlos Rogers tends to bite on pump 
fakes and needs work on positioning. The 
other corners, Kenny Wright and Mike 
Rumph, need to use better technique to 
neutralize speed receivers on deep routes. To 
help the coverage, the team needs to rev up 
the pass rush. —Paul Woody 
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ALBERT DICKSON / SN 


SCOUTS VIEWS 


Now that he 


Observations and opinions from two NFL scouts, one from each conference. doesn't h ave Terrell 
4), 
Shawne Merriman is just a phenomenal player. He's bigger than most Owens, It's marvelous 
outside linebackers, and he has quickness, speed and power. You don’t watching 
know what kind of game he’s going to bring at you. ... It’s too early for 
the Panthers to wave the red flag. They're still very formidable rework the Eagles. 


because they have such a strong defense—the line in particular. ... 

I was shocked when the Patriots traded Deion Branch to Seattle. The 
Seahawks got an experienced playmaker. I think that guarantees them 
a spot in the NFC championship game. ... The combination of Warrick 
Dunn and the line is what makes the Falcons’ running game so 
effective. They have guys who can get into people quickly. When you 
add that to what Dunn can do as far as his quickness, vision and 
speed, it’s a perfect match. You also have to throw in the fact there's 
another guy (Michael Vick) back there who everybody has to keep an 
eye on. ... Losing Reggie Hayward is going to hurt Jacksonville a lot 
because it just puts more pressure on the inside guys, Marcus Stroud 
and John Henderson. They have capable backups at end, but they’re backups you don’t want playing all of the 
time. ... Donte’ Stallworth should be a difference-maker for the Eagles because of his speed more than his 
overall ability. There’s no substitute for speed. ... Raiders defensive tackle Terdell Sands is a huge, huge man 
with incredible strength who has just been unable to put it together. He could dominate on every play if he 
wanted to—he has that type of size and physical ability—but he doesn't. He plays in spurts. ... Shawn Springs 
being out affects the Redskins from two standpoints. They’re losing a top corner and a leader. It’s hard to 
make up for both of those. ... If Steve Hutchinson isn’t the best guard in the league, you'd have to make a 
strong argument to say who’s better. He’s smart, athletic and tough, and he finishes his blocks with a purpose. 
... The Ravens are a dangerous team. They've always had a good defense, but now they’re scoring points. 


Whether you think Philly will soar or 
crash, let Paul Attner know at 


sportingnews.com. 
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Tatum Bell, Broncos WIR: Donte’ Stallworth, Eagles ® Deion Branch, Seahawks ® Eric Moulds, Bills TE: Ben Troupe, Titans @ Bubba Franks, Packers D-ST: Bills 
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FANT. ASY S p i [7] Roy Williams owners may be tired of his 


brash statements, but with five favorable 
matchups before a Week 8 open date, he has a shot to produce big numbers. 


CHICAGO BEARS 


K Robbie Gould's offseason work to improve his leg strength has paid dividends 
early, Gould is 2-for-2 from 40 yards and beyond—he was 3-for-8 from that range last 
season—and has hit all six of his field-goal attempts. He has produced three 
touchbacks, which have helped bolster a coverage unit that ranked second in the 
league last season, RISING: Resurgent QB Rex Grossman has sparked the team’s 
suddenly proficient offense to 60 points in its first two games. He has five 
touchdown passes in 2006, one more than his career total entering the season. 
Grossman’s aerial display has added a new dimension to an already solid team. 
PROBLEM SPOT: The defense has not given up many points, but the secondary, 
particularly CB Charles Tillman, has been exposed at times. If the pass rush hits a 
lull, the unit’s shortcomings could be exposed quickly. —Brad Biggs 


DETROIT LIONS 


CB Fernando Bryant lacks top-end speed and gives too much cushion to receivers. 
Though he keeps almost everything in front of him, he doesn’t make many big plays. His 
experience and instincts help him get a jump on routes, but he struggles to match up 
physically and could lose time to backup Jamar Fletcher. FALLING: RB Kevin Jones 
has been inconsistent and has developed a new problem: fumbling. He has lost three in 
two games. Jones has become a solid receiving threat and is a physical and elusive 
runner, But until the line gets healthy and helps him find a groove, he must create more 
on his own. SPOT: The receivers haven't been able to run precise routes. The 
offense is based on precision and timing, and the wideouts are making too many 
mistakes—in part because they aren't always aligned correctly after all the motions and 
shifts. They also must get better at blocking downfield for Jones. —Tom Kowalski 


GREEN BAY PACKERS 


Rookie WLB AJ. Hawk is making progress. He is anticipating routes better and showing 
improvement in shedding blockers. ... Newly acquired RB Vernand Morency can help on 
third downs and kickoffs, He's speedy and shifty and has soft hands. Morency will help 
ease RB Ahman Green's workload. LAST SHOT: This is WR Koren Robinson's last 
chance in the NFL. G.M. Ted Thompson knows 
Robinson from their days with Seattle; he believes 
Robinson can beat his alcoholism and be productive. 
The club needs playmakers badly and Robinson 
knows the West Coast offense, so expect him to play 
at wideout soon. He returned kickoffs in Week 2. 
PROBLEM SPOT: The Packers ran the ball just 33 
percent of the time in the first two games. Coach Mike 
McCarthy hasn't shown much confidence in the 
running game, but he also needs to be smarter about 
when and how much to run the ball. —Tom Silverstein 
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MINNESOTA VIKINGS 


RB Chester Taylor has touched the ball 61 times in two games—55 carries and six 
receptions. He never has rushed more than 160 times in a season but is on pace for an 
NFL-record 440 carries. It seems unlikely Taylor can keep up that pace. The team would 
be well-advised to work Mewelde Moore, Artose Pinner and Ciatrick Fason into the 
mix. HOT: WR Troy Williamson is showing he is capable of being the team’s No. 1 
receiver—as long as he concentrates on the ball. His speed forces defensive backs to 
respect the deep pass, but he is succeeding because he has leamed how to snap off his 
routes at top speed and create separation. PROBLEM SPOT: The team lacks depth at 
cornerback behind starters Fred Smoot and Antoine Winfield. First-year player Ronyell 
Whitaker is a good nickel back, especially in blitz situations, but is untested as a full-time 
starter. Rookie Cedric Griffin is a big hitter but has much to leam. —Kevin Seifert 


Courtyard 
by Marriott 
presents 


By War Room scouts 


To make his version of the West 
Coast offense work, new Vikings 
coach Brad Childress needed a 
back with the size and power to 
rush between the tackles and the speed and receiving skills to be effective 
catching the ball out of the backfield and making plays on the perimeter. 
Taylor (5-11, 215) fits the bill. He has excellent hands and is a decisive 
runner who has good instincts and hits the hole hard. 

Urlacher is the key cog in a gap-shooting defense. The Bears want their 
front four to provide an aggressive, up-the-field pass rush and their 
athletic linebackers to chase down plays sideline to sideline. A smooth 
runner with good quickness, Urlacher attacks the line and moves well 
laterally, He has excellent size (6-4, 258), sheds blockers effectively and 
excels at diagnosing plays and getting in position. 

Minnesota will make the most of Taylor's size by using a power-rushing 
game to try to wear down Chicago's undersized front four. Look for Taylor to 
run left behind guard Steve Hutchinson and tackle Bryant McKinnie, both of 
whom can be dominant run blockers. Urlacher will hit the gaps and look to 
stop Taylor before he can reach the second level. Once the Vikings establish 
the run, they'll counter the Bears’ pressure with screen passes to Taylor on 
the perimeter. Urlacher will have to read his keys and get outside quickly 
before Taylor can get downfield. Look for the Bears’ line to do enough to 
disrupt the timing of the Vikings’ passing attack and occupy blockers long 
enough for Urlacher to track down Taylor. Advantage: Urlacher. 


More matchups: sportingnews.corm/nil/warroom 


Redesigned by business travelers for business travelers. 


ennrsior Flapping their gums 


Players tell all about some of the NFUs funniest trash-talkers. 
“Chad (VJohnson) is bad, and that’s probably 
the obvious answer. But if Chad is No. 1, then 
Shaun Smith is No. 2. Shaun keeps you going. 
He’ll say something real funny and stupid and you 
forget that you're tired and hurting.” 
—LE Bryan Robinson, Bengals 
“Dre’ Bly doesn’t know what to say. He just 
blurts out anything, and it doesn’t make sense 
half the time.” —WR Roy Williams, Lions 
“Jamie Winborn will talk to the refs, to the 
O-line, anybody. One time, he told Emmitt Smith 
he was slow. He told him to get off the field.” 
—NT Anthony Adams, 49ers 
“Against New Orleans my rookie year | 
didn’t even go back to the huddle. | was going back and 
forth with Charles Grant. | would get the play call from Mike (Goff) when 
they got up to the line. | think it's the New York in me coming out, the 
rudeness.” —RT Shane Olivea, Chargers 
“The other day, Fred Smoot asked a receiver, ‘Would you like some 
peanut butter with that jam?’” —P Chris Kluwe, Vikings 


FE Ss WEEK 3 STUMBLERS QB: Jake Plummer, Broncos ® Chris Simms, Bucs ® Brad Johnson, Vikings RB: Frank Gore, 49ers ® Reuben Droughns, Browns 


44 . SPORTING NEWS . 9/29/06 


Fantasy Source Football, your online fantasy authority: fantasy.sportingnews.com/nfl. 


When building a roster, three 
people must work together 
effectively. If they do, that roster 
has a much better chance of 
producing wins. 

It starts with the head coach. 
He selects offensive and 
defensive schemes and identifies 
the weak links in those schemes. 
The general manager must 
understand the schemes and be 
able to find players who fit them. 
And the owner must be willing to 
write checks. 

That three-pronged attack is 
working well in Atlanta. Coach 
Jim Mora and G.M. Rich McKay 
identified four key offseason 
needs: a right defensive end, two 
safeties and a left offensive 
tackle. McKay went out and got 
the four guys he wanted: John 
Abraham, Lawyer Milloy, Chris 


BRIAN BALDINGER 
Falcons’ resurgence is the result 
of a threesome working in sync 


. 
. 


Crocker and Wayne Gandy. Then 
when wide receiver Brian 
Finneran was injured in training 
camp, McKay traded for Ashley 
Lelie, who led the league in yards 
per catch in 2004 and tied for 
that honor last season. 

And when Mora became 
concerned about the middle of 


the defensive line, McKay brought 


in nose tackle Grady Jackson, a 
strong run stuffer. Owner Arthur 
Blank, doing his best George 


Steinbrenner imitation, supported 


these efforts by spending the 
money it took to fill the holes. 
Blank might be the most 
aggressive owner in the NFL. 
The result is a resurgent 
Falcons team that likely will 
reclaim the NFC South title after 
slipping to third a year ago. 
Atlanta is 2-0, with wins over a 


pair of division rivals—Carolina 


and Tampa Bay—that 
combined to beat Atlanta four 
times last season. The Falcons 


have the most playmakers of any 
NFC South team, and they may be 


the fastest team in the league 
with such skill players as 

Abraham, Keith Brooking and 
DeAngelo Hall on defense and 


Michael Vick, Warrick 
Dunn and Lelie on 
offense. 

After leading the 
league in rushing the 
past two years, the 
Falcons already have 
rushed for a ridiculous 
558 yards this season. 
And Vick looks like a 
new man under center. 
He'll blossom in his third 
year in Mora’s system. 

The Falcons are serious about 
winning now. The moves to 
acquire Abraham, Lelie, Crocker 
and Gandy cost them draft picks, 
but that’s not the type of thing 
you worry about when you 
believe your team can win a 
Super Bowl. You go after it. The 
Falcons did, and they could reap 
the benefits come February. 
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G Brian Baldinger, an offensive lineman for 12 NFL seasons, can be heard on Sporting News Radio and seen on FOX Sports, Listen online at radio.sportingnews.com. 
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ATLANTA FALE 

The stretch option makes tie mast of 
QB Michael Vick's skills and inemases 
the chances of his makirig a big play. 
There's no big secret i with the 
play: Vick tucks the ball iffle RB <i 
Dunn's torso, then decides Wet) 

hand it off or keep it. The two fury 
opposite directions, so defenses fnust 
immediately figure out which player has 
the ball. SPOTLIGHT MATCHUP: 

WR Michael Jenkins is an option on 
crossing routes, slant pattems, curls and 
undemeath passes, and he can create 
extra separation from defenders after 
getting stronger in the offseason. Saints 
LCB Mike McKenzie can read routes 
and spot tendencies, which could hurt 
Jenkins, particularly if Vick makes a bad 
throw. PROBLEM SPOT: Continuing to 
use Michael Koenen as both the kicker 
and punter would be foolish. Koenen is 
2-for-8 on field-goal attempts, including 
an 0-for-4 day against the Bucs, But his 
punting remains a weapon in the field 
position battle. —George Henry 


FANTASYS)/N 


CAROLINA PANTHERS 


TE Mike Seidman is starting and getting 
an increasing amount of snaps because 


_ of his blocking ability, the quality the 


team values most at the position. 

WR Keyshawn Johnson, with his reliable 
hands and knack for finding soft spots in 
the defense, is filling the traditional tight 
end role as a possession receiver. 
ROOKIE REPORT: it may be only a 
Matter of time before RB DeAngelo 
Williams replaces DeShaun Foster as 
the feature back. The more explosive 
Williams gives the team a home run 
threat. But it has to be careful not to 
overwork the undersized Williams (5-8, 
216), who could wear down with too 
many caries. PROBLEM SPOT: With 
MLB Dan Morgan (concussion) out for 
the foreseeable future, the team lacks 
experience at linebacker. Second-year 
pro Adam Seward is in the middle, and 
second-year player Thomas Davis is on 
the strong side. Both have outstanding 
Skills, but they tend to overrun ballcarriers 
and miss tackles, —Pat Yasinskas 


NEW ORLEANS SAINTS 


OLB Scott Fujita is intelligent, reliable 
and leads the team in tackles. Although 
he is not especially fast or dynamic, he 
positions himself well and has benefited 
from the improved play of the defensive 
line. ... With FBs Keith Joseph (knee) 
and Mike Karney (calf) out, the Saints 
signed fill-ins Corey Mcintyre and Vonta 
Leach because the position is an 
important part of coach Sean Payton’s 
offense. ROOKIE REPORT: WR Marques 
Colston, a seventh-round pick, has 
made the Saints look smart with two 
touchdowns in two weeks. He is a terrific 
red zone target because of his size 

(6-4, 231), but he also can get deep. 
He made his 35-yard touchdown 

catch against the Packers look easy. 
PROBLEM SPOT: The Saints’ secondary 
is better than it was last year, but it still 
has its shortcomings. CBs Mike 
McKenzie, Fred Thomas and Jason 
Craft all have been beaten deep, but 
the difference this year is they are 
forcing turnovers. —Mike Triplett 


Allowing Michael Vick to let loose is paying off for Atlanta. Ride his hot hand 
and legs—he hasn't been this much of a fantasy factor since 2002. 


TAMPA BAY BUCCANEERS 


Poor tackling is one reason the run defense is 
struggling, but a lack of speed is a bigger 
concern. The Buccaneers looked slow in 
allowing 306 rushing yards in the loss to the 
Falcons. If the problems persist, the offense 
will continue to have trouble scoring because it 
relies on the defense to provide good field 
position. TOUGH MATCHUP: Bucs CB Ronde 
Barber vs. Panthers WR Keyshawn Johnson. 
Johnson is bigger and stronger than Barber, 
who struggles in press coverage. Barber will 
play off the line and get help from linebackers 
over the middle. Tampa Bay will try to hit 
Johnson hard early to try to slow him down. 
PROBLEM f 
QB Chris Simms, 
whose passes 
continue to be batted 
or deflected at the 
line, telegraphs his 
throws, especially on 
three-step drops. His 
blockers are partly to 
blame for the batted 
passes, but opponents 
read his eyes, sit back 
and get their hands 
into passing lanes. 
—Roy Cummings 


JOHN AMIS / AP 


Wali Lundy, Texans WIR: Joey Galloway, Bucs ® Braylon Edwards, Browns ® Keyshawn Johnson, Panthers TIE: Dallas Clark, Colts ® Jermaine Wiggins, Vikings D-ST: Jaguars 
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ARIZONA CARDINALS 


The three-receiver formation, the 
team’s basic set, gives secondaries 
trouble. The Cardinals’ theory is 
that Larry Fitzgerald, Anquan 
Boldin or Bryant Johnson will draw 
single coverage on any given pass 
play. That will be a challenge for 
Rams CBs Travis Fisher, Fakhir 
Brown and Tye Hill. The Rams had 
trouble covering Boldin and 
Fitzgerald last season, when the 
Cardinals passed for 575 yards in 
two games against them. 
FALLING: After an impressive 
opener, in which he passed for 301 
yards and three 
touchdowns, 
QB Kurt Warmer 
looked antsy in 
a loss to the 
Seahawks, He 
took too long to 
throw at times 
and had trouble 
hanging on to 
the ball once he 
was hit. Warner says he plays 
better in domes than he does 
outside but isn't sure why, 
PROBLEM SPOT: The team needs 
someone other than LCB Antrel 
Rolle to make plays in the 
secondary. On the right side, Eric 
Green replaced David Macklin 
after the first series of the season, 
but now Green has a pulled groin. 
Robert Tate is a solid dime comer, 
but he won't challenge for a 
starting job. —Kent Somers 


FANTASYSpi/ 


49ers RB Frank Gore was 
productive in Week 2 despite 
playing without two of his starting 
offensive linemen. He's the early 
pick for breakout player of 2006. 


ST. LOUIS RAMS 


TE Joe Klopfenstein had the first two 
catches of his career in the loss to the 49ers 
and will catch more passes as the season 
progresses. He has good hands and enough 
speed to get downfield on seam routes and 
crossing patterns. His blocking remains a 
work in progress. RISING: RB Steven 
Jackson isn't the problem with the 
sputtering offense, He has been dragging 
tacklers for extra yards and dancing less than he did last season. 
Jackson still has too many negative running plays, but this season that 
has been more a product of penetration by defenders than Jackson's 
drifting outside. He has been sharper in his decision making and hasn't 
missed many run reads. He's responding well to his new workhorse 
responsibilities. PROBLEM SPOT: The passing game is disjointed. 

QB Marc Bulger doesn't look comfortable in 
the pocket. The Rams are struggling to adjust to 
coach Scott Linehan’s conservative approach, 
which emphasizes taking fewer chances and 
avoiding turnovers. —Jim Thomas 


SAN FRANCISCO 4SERS 


Rookie OLB Manny Lawson has shown good 
explosiveness off the ball and has been 
aggressive in run support and a solid tackler, 

His speed makes it difficult for linemen to engage him and slow his 
pass rush. He had two sacks in the team’s victory over the Rams, 
including one in which he beat Pro Bow! LT Orlando Pace off the edge. 
HOT: WR Antonio Bryant, who has had back-to-back 100-yard receiving 
games, brings a big-play element to the offense. He has tremendous 
speed, runs precise routes and fights defenders for the ball. Bryant gives 
the 49ers their best deep threat since Terrell Owens’ departure three 
years ago. PROBLEM SPOT: The offense has been inconsistent in 
converting third-down situations. It is 4-for-21, including O-for-9 in the 
season-opening loss at Arizona. The 49ers haven't gained enough yards 
on first and second downs, which leaves them in third-and-long situations, 
The conversion rate has hurt the team in the red zone, where drives have 
bogged down and it has had to settle for field goals. —Dennis Georgatos 


SN SCOREBOARD 


GRAB LIFE BY THE HORNS 


SEATTLE 
SEAHAWKS 


WR Deion Branch, acquired 
from the Patriots, plays bigger 
than his size (5-9, 193) and 
is a threat to gain yards after 
the catch, which is vital to 
coach Mike Holmgren’s 
offense. His arrival has 
Holmgren planning to use 
more four-receiver sets. 
SPOTLIGHT MATCHUP: One 
of the best ways to counter 
the Giants’ blitzing defense is 
to run RB Shaun Alexander 
into areas vacated by the 
linebackers. But he'll have a 
tougher time gaining yards 


MICHAEL CONROY / AP 


this season than he did last presented by 
season, when he ran for 110 ( F 
yards against New York, SEAS 
because of the Giants’ URL YOUN pAasION 
improved linebacker play. eas.com 
PROBLEM SPOT: The team 

has missed LG Steve a} Steelers 
Hutchinson, a free-agent y)) Colts 


departure, more than 
expected. Floyd Womack 
hasn't played as well as the 
team had hoped. The 
coaching staff has tried to 
motivate him by having him 
split practice reps with Chris 
Spencer, but Womack tends 
to shrink from such 
challenges. Spencer has 
played well when filling in for 
Womack, as he did in Week 2 
when Womack sprained his 
knee. —Clare Farnsworth 
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Chicago at Minnesota. Both teams rely on ball-control offense and f GRAB LIFE BY THEHORNS 
strong front fours to win games, so the team with superior run blocking will 


get the early jump in the NFC North standings. Look for overpowering guard é DODGE 
Steve Hutchinson and his linemates to wear down the Bears’ interior line 

over four quarters. Vikings 19, Bears 16. 

Cincinnati at Pittsburgh. Although the Bengals have the balance on 
offense to slow the Steelers’ blitzing and make big plays, the hosts will 
respond well by opening up the passing game early to set up tough 

running late. Steelers 27, Bengals 24. 

N.Y. Giants at Seattle. Eli Manning won a big road game last week and will 
be ready to air it out again. The problem for the Giants is their pass defense 
is struggling, which will allow Matt Hasselbeck to thrive as the Seahawks 
show more of a spread offense. Seattle has the better defense, and it will 
prevent Manning from finishing another rally. Seahawks 26, Giants 23. 
Atlanta at New Orleans. Even a dazzling effort by Michael Vick won't spoil 
the Saints’ emotional return to the Superdome. Expect New Orleans’ own 
ready-for-prime-time player, Reggie Bush, to shine and the defense to play 
inspired football. Saints 23, Falcons 21. —Vinnie lyer 


For in-depth analysis of every game, every week, subscribe to 
he Pro Football War Room at sportingnews.com/nfl/warroom. 


TWO-A-DAYS? TRY TEN-A-DAYS. 


DODGE RAM. THE LONGEST-LASTING, MOST DURABLE LINE OF TRUCKS~* 


umber 


a Visit dodge.com/ranvor call 800-4ADODGE 
g “Based on R. L. Polk & Co. vehicles in of i 
Consecutive games in Which a Bears quarterback had failed to complete four 5 Sige ao = 2007, pUrability basedon longevity, 
touchdown passes before ian’s four-score effort in a 34-7 win z 
against the Lions last Sunday. The drought dated to December 19, 1999, when aK 
Cade McNown threw for four TDs, also against Detroit. Chiysler Financial fs a business unit of DaimlerChrysler Financiat Services; cer exe uP 
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MW hat the youthful 
Marlins have done on 
| the field this summer is 
| We historic, uplifting and 
@ WW unprecedented. But 
will it set a trend? 

Industry opinion is split about 
whether the Marlins model can 
be followed successfully by other 
franchises seeking a bigger bang 
for their buck. 

Why the debate? After all, 
what owner wouldn't love to 
compete for a playoff spot with a 
$15 million payroll, lowest by far 
in the sport? 

But the reality is trading away 
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Spend less, 
win more? 
Sounds fishy 


yet 


a 
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The Devil Rays want to win with a low payroll but—aunlike 
the Marlins—won’t trade their best young players to do it. 


a team of expensive veterans for 
a set of wide-eyed rookies isn’t 
supposed to work this well this 
fast. 

Remember, it took the Marlins 
six seasons to post a winning 
record after their first fire sale, 
following the 1997 World Series. 

“It sounds good to drop down 
in payroll, but this is not a 
common tactic,” Pirates general 
manager Dave Littlefield says. 
“This is no knock because they 
have done a nice job with the 


players they acquired themselves, 


but one issue I do think people 
overlook is that there was a lot of 


talent there to begin with.” 

In other words, you have to be 
pretty good in the first place to 
get this young—and this 
successful—in such a hurry. 

The Marlins’ biggest advantage 
last winter was their large talent 
base from which to trade. There’s 
no way they could have acquired 
so many premium prospects had 
they not dangled Josh Beckett, 
Carlos Delgado, Paul Lo Duca, 
Juan Pierre, Luis Castillo and 
Mike Lowell. 

Of those, only Lowell's contract 
was considered burdensome. 

Most struggling franchises that 
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might be tempted to imitate the 
Marlins’ approach lack such 
established and marketable pieces. 

The Pirates have just three 
players signed beyond this 
season—shortstop Jack Wilson, 
All-Star outfielder Jason Bay and 
pitcher Salomon Torres—for a 
combined $11.1 million. 

The Royals have seven players 
signed next season for $31 million 
combined, but those include Mike 
Sweeney ($11 million), Reggie 
Sanders ($5 million), Mark 
Grudzielanek ($4 million) and 
Scott Elarton ($4 million). 

None of those names is likely 
to spur a bidding war. 

Then there are the cross-state 
Devil Rays. Since opening the 
season with a $35 million payroll, 
second-lowest in the majors, they 
have traded away Julio Lugo, 
Aubrey Huff, Mark Hendrickson 
and Toby Hall. 

In exchange the Rays received 
a batch of prospects, including 
catcher Dioner Navarro, infielder 
Joel Guzman and shortstop Ben 
Zobrist as well as rare financial 
flexibility. Under first-year owner 
Stuart Sternberg, the Rays have 
just five players signed for 2007 at 
$8.3 million combined. 

Those include franchise 
building blocks Carl Crawford and 
Rocco Baldelli. 

Does the Marlins’ example give 
the Rays hope? 

“It does in the respect of 
having that many young players 
on the field at the same time and 
still playing meaningful baseball 
games in September,” Devil Rays 
G.M. Andrew Friedman says. “It 
certainly gives hope that a lot of 
those players can develop quickly 
and at basically the same time.” 

Just don’t expect the Rays to 
take the next step and move 
Crawford and Baldelli for 
minimum-salary kids. The Rays 
are working hard to build their 
fan base. 

The Marlins? They have had 
the freedom to run a baseball 


laboratory of sorts, thanks to 
attendance that has been stuck in 
the sport’s bottom five since 
owner Jeffrey Loria’s arrival in 
2002. 

“I think people will look at what 
the Marlins did a little more 
closely, but they are almost 
forced to do things this way,” 
Blue Jays G.M. J.P. Ricciardi says. 
“They're driven by payroll, but I 
don’t think most teams would do 
this on their own.” 

Another boost for the Marlins’ 
experiment was the promise of 
$30 million in revenue-sharing 
funds. The fatter the welfare 


It’s one and done in the 40-40 club 


If Alfonso Soriano's career follows a similar path to that of the other 
three players to reach 40 home runs and 40 stolen bases in a 
season, he won't repeat the feat. The closest Jose Canseco, Barry 
Bonds or Alex Rodriguez has come to a second 40-40 season was 
Bonds’ 40-37 in 1997, the year after he finished with 42 home runs 
and 40 stolen bases. 

Canseco became the first member of the 40-40 club when he went 
for 42-40 in 1988, the year he turned 24. He had two more seasons 
with 40 or more homers but never again stole more than 29 bases. 

Bonds was the oldest to reach 40-40, at 32 in 1996. Though he 
has topped 40 homers six times in the 10 seasons since, his stolen 
base totals steadily have decreased. 

Rodriguez was 23 when he hit 42 homers and stole 46 bases in 
1998. That was the first of his six consecutive seasons of reaching 40 
homers, but—like Canseco and Bonds—his will to steal took a back 


check, the thicker the golden seat to his focus on power. 
parachute that cushions the fall if 


going young doesn’t work out. SN 


The Diamondbacks are happy with RF Carlos Quentin’s 
fast start after they traded veteran Shawn Green to make 
room for him in the outfield. Not only does Quentin have 
“great bat speed,’ according to third base coach 

Carlos Tosca, but his defense is 

opening eyes. “He has a very quick ’ a a 
release in the outfield,’ Tosca ‘ 
says. “He's fearless out there, and P 

on top of that he has a | 
tremendous drive and passion to 

make himself better.” > Along with 

3B Freddy Sanchez and LHP Mike 

Gonzalez, RF Xavier Nady is eligible 

for arbitration this winter. Pirates G.M. Dave 
Littlefield is likely to explore multiyear extensions with all 
three as he did with LF Jason Bay and SS Jack Wilson. 
“Nady has done a great job; Littlefield says. “He’s a good 
athlete, versatile, and he’s been one of those intriguing 
guys that hasn't really played full time and yet shows some 
production. He certainly swings and misses too much. He 
maybe doesn’t get on base as much as we'd all like. But 
we think there’s some more there.” > Still in the wild-card 
mix with a $15 million payroll, the Marlins are bidding to 
make the playoffs with the lowest payroll of any team 

since the 1989 Cubs ($12.2 million). Those Cubs used 

12 rookies, including a catcher named Joe Girardi. 
Former Cubs OF Andre Dawson, now a special assistant in the Marlins front 
office, sees some parallels. “We overachieved (in ’89),” Dawson says. “We had 


Jim Leyland won't let 
the Tigers collapse 
and miss the 
playoffs. A master of 
psychology, he will 
dip deep into his bag 
of tricks. 


Pedro Martinez may 
have struggled in his 
return from injury, 
but something tells 
me he'll answer the 
bell when the 
postseason begins. 


The Astros should bring back 
Craig Biggio for one more 
year so he can get his 
3,000th hit in their uniform, 
but his woeful second half 
(.236 on-base percentage) 
limits his bargaining power. 


If Soriano, 30, doesn’t buck the trend, at least he can boast of being the first to 
45-40, his totals when the week began. —Stan McNeal 


This ball may be over Quentin’s 
head, but the big leagues aren’t. 


some kids that went out there and just played the game. 
They didn’t think” > DH Travis Hafner’s season-ending 
hand injury takes him out of the discussion for A.L. MVP 
which is a shame because he doesn't get the recognition 
he deserves. “He's been snubbed for the All-Star Game the 
last three years, and he definitely should be in the Home 
Run Derby,’ Indians LHP ©.C. Sabathia says. “I think that 
might have something to do with why people don't really 
recognize what he does. All | know is he’s a great hitter” 

> It didn’t take Mets pitching coach Rick Peterson long 
to get struggling pickups RHP Guillermo Mota and 

LHP Oliver Perez back on track. Mota, who was buried in 
the Indians bullpen, is back up to 97 mph and thriving with 
Paul Lo Duca as his catcher for a third different team. 
Perez, whose fastball had dropped to 86 mph with the 
Pirates by midseason, is back up to 94 or 95 mph and 
showing the same nastiness that once prompted Braves 
3B Chipper Jones to compare him to RHP Randy Johnson. 
Both Perez and Mota could make the Mets’ postseason 
bullpen. > Maybe new G.M. Dayton Moore's task isn’t as 
hopeless as it seems in Kansas City. “I know this sounds 
crazy, but they have a bright future,’ a rival G.M. says. “I'd 
rather have Kansas City's future than some other teams’. 
(3B) Mark Teahen is going to be a good player. (3B) Alex 
Gordon and (OF) Billy Butler are going to be able to hit. 
(CF) David DeJesus is a good player. (RHP) Luke 


Hochevar has a good arm. If they can get some more pieces around those 
guys, | like their future.” 


© BLOG ALERT 


é The Tigers have played above their 
heads all year, but to fade out iB 
now would be a colossal choke. 


Rally round the computer, Tigers fans; now is your chance to tell 
Matt Spiegel what you think at sportingnews.com. 
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For 40-40 guys such as 
Soriano, the stealing is the 
hardest part. 


Armed with arguably 
the best pitch of its 
kind in the majors, 


CHIEN-MING WANG has 


emerged as the Yankees’ most 
reliable starter By Kieran O'Dwyer 


* 


MM hien-Ming Wang, the 
i © unlikely ace of the 
MM Yankees’ staff, has 
SB compiled an impressive 
Wa collection of eye-opening 
starts this season. 

There was a 3-hit gem against 
the Athletics in May during 
which he threw an economical 85 
pitches in eight innings. There 
were his gutsy seven innings of 
1-run ball against the Red Sox in 
June, just two weeks after the Sox 
battered him for seven runs in 
his worst outing of the season. 
And there was a 2-hit shutout of 
the Devil Rays in late July. 

Perhaps the most telling start 
by Wang, a 26-year-old 
righthander, came in his next 
outing after blanking the D-Rays. 
Facing the Blue Jays in mid-90s 
heat at Yankee Stadium, Wang 
pitched eight shutout innings. 
But it was his efficient 1-2-3 
seventh and eighth innings—all 
groundouts—after a half-hour in 
the dugout while his teammates 
put up a 6-run sixth that left the 
greatest impression. 
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“He just stays so focused,” 
Yankees catcher Jorge Posada 
says. “He doesn’t let things affect 
him. His throws his sinker about 
85 percent of the time, and it’s 
95 miles per hour, heavy and has 
so much movement. He goes out 
there and keeps coming at you.” 

All while providing a bang for 
the buck rarely seen in the 
Bronx. His $353,175 salary is less 
than what teammates Mike 
Mussina and Randy 
Johnson make ina 
start. Wang, in his 
second big-league 
season after signing 
with the Yankees 
out of his native 
Taiwan in 2000, is 
more concerned 
with his pitching 
than his paycheck. 

“lam having a lot 
of fun,” says Wang, 
who speaks limited 
English. Thanks in 
part to Wang, the 
Yankees are having 
a fine time, too, on 


-| 


the way to their ninth 
consecutive American League 


East title. Wang ranks among A.L. 


leaders in wins (17) and ERA 
(3.64) and is No. 1 among 
starters in fewest homers 
allowed (11) and ground 
ball-to-fly ball ratio (2.92-to-1). If 
not for the brilliance of Twins 
lefthander Johan Santana, Wang 
would be a serious candidate for 
the A.L. Cy Young Award. 


A good sinker—which essentially is a fastball thrown with a roll of 
the wrist to create downward movement—drops sharply as it 
approaches the plate and typically results in the batter hitting a 
ground ball. Against a good sinkerballer—these three are ranked the 
majors’ best by a longtime big-league scout—a batter can know the 
peo is SpipllelS and _ not be able to hit the ball in the air. 

;, RHP, Yankees. The big difference is 
Revere Wang's eniler' is consistently 2 to 4 mph faster than 
those of other top sinkerballers. 
©} Brandon Webb, RHP, Diamondbacks. He leads the majors 

Ges in ground ball-to-fly ball ratio but has struggled with his 
consistency in the second half. 
-) Aaron Cook, RHP, Rockies. His power sinker, which touches 

93 mph, is nasty on righthanders, but lefthanders are hitting 

.314 against him. —Stan McNeal 


“He’s as tough as there 
is,” Orioles first baseman 
Kevin Millar told 
reporters after Wang 
stifled Baltimore in a 
recent start. “He’s tough 
to elevate, tough to put a 
string of hits together 
against.” 

With the postseason 
looming, a big unknown 
for the Yankees is how 
long their most 
consistent starter will 
continue to thrive. Wang 
is well into uncharted 
territory after reaching 
200 innings pitched in his 
second September start. 
He finished his 2005 
rookie season with 1164 
innings pitched after 
spending two months on 
the disabled list because 
of shoulder trouble. 

Wang ran into 
difficulties last month 
when he allowed nine 
runs and 20 hits 
combined in consecutive 
starts against the White 
~ Sox and Angels. But he 
= moved past that hump 
= by winning his next four 
decisions while not 
allowing more than three 
runs an outing. After 
relying so much on his sinker, 
Wang has begun mixing in a 
slider as well as a four-seamer. 
Still, it’s his 95-mph sinker that 
has made him the Yankees’ most 
consistent starter—and it’s what 
could earn him the opportunity 
to start Game 1 in the postseason. 

“He’s got great action on a 
heavy ball,” Angels manager 
Mike Scioscia says. “He trusts his 
stuff, so he’s going to make you 
step up and beat 
him.” 

True enough. Far 
from being a strikeout 
pitcher (among 
starters, he’s last in 
strikeouts per nine 
innings at 2.99), Wang 
dares hitters to make 
contact. “I’m not 
worried about 
strikeouts,” he says. 
“I'm happy with lots 
of ground balls. 

“And to help the 
team win.” 

Not bad for 
$353,175. SN 
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Offseasons 
bad fi of intrigue 


1 | Aste The rotation will be in disarray if Andy Pettitte leaves as a 
fise— free agent and Roger Clemens again holds the team’s 
budget hostage. Will closer Brad Lidge be back? And how will the 
offense be improved? 


Cedinah |" way the pitching has failed this season, changes are 

) Mam in order. Chris Carpenter is the only proven starter signed 
for 2007. Closer Jason Isringhausen’s arthritic hip and N.L.-worst 10 

blown saves have put his job in jeopardy. The Cards also might need a center 


fielder to replace Jim Edmonds. 
||| | | nH (¢ ™ / The North Siders need to decide whether it’s finally time 
G} to pull the plug on some underachievers (ahem, Kerry 
wcad! and, cough, Mark Prior). Then there’s the Dusty Baker issue. 


RAN GERS The infield is the only thing that looks set because all three 
outfielders, two key starters and the No. 1 catcher can 
become free agents. But looks can be deceiving; first baseman Mark 
Teixeira’s and third baseman Hank Blalock's conflicts with manager Buck 
Showalter could get them traded, —Erin Farrell 


l ANTS Questions abound by the Bay: Do the Giants bring back 
6 Barry Bonds? How about manager Felipe Alou? What will 
ace Jason Schmidt do? Will this team finally get younger? 


Ps time for new legends 
f the fallto emerge @» 


Many of baseball’s top prospects will gather in the desert for the 15th 
season of the Arizona Fall League, which begins October 10. This year’s 
class doesn’t have the same wow factor as the 2005 group, but there are 
a number of exciting players to watch. 

The AFL is notorious for its lack of 
pitching because teams are reluctant to send their young studs to Arizona 
after they've worked a full season in the minors. Hochevar, the first pick 
in the June draft, didn’t throw many innings this summer because he 
signed late. His contract with K.C. ensures he will be in the big leagues 
sooner than later. His AFL performance will help determine how soon. 

Jarrod Saltalamacchia, C, Braves. Saltalamacchia once was 
considered Atlanta’s catcher of the future, but the emergence of Brian 
McCann changed that. What now for Salty, who has struggled at the plate? 

Joseph Koshansky, 1B, Rockies. He followed up a big 2005 season by 
hitting 31 homers at Class AA Tulsa this year. Now he needs to find a new 
position because Todd Helton and his huge contract are blocking 
Koshansky’s path. 

Ryan Braun, 3B, Brewers. Will he follow Prince Fielder as a Brewers 
infielder who goes from the AFL to Rookie of the Year candidate? 

Ben Zobrist, SS, Devil Rays. He went from an afterthought in the 
Astros’ chain to an everyday big leaguer with the Rays after he was 
traded for Aubrey Huff in July. Zobrist’s play in the AFL will indicate 
which organization made the right move. —Mark Allen Haverty 
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BALTIMORE ORIOLE 

RHP LaTroy Hawkins has been slowed by a strained groin, 
and that has thrown the bullpen into disarray. Hawkins is the 
only dependable bridge to RHP Chris Ray, the closer. When 
Hawkins is missing, the Orioles are forced to mix and match 
relievers, which is a risky proposition. ... 
has played fewer than 100 games in three of his six 
seasons, is the DH because of his nagging injuries. RF Nick 


Jay Gibbons, who 


Markakis has excelled in Gibbons’ former position, so 
Gibbons’ only other option is to play first base. ARIZONA FALL LEAGUE: The team’s 
top two outfield prospects, Nolan Reimold and Jeff Fiorentino, will try to make good 
impressions. Reimold, a power hitter, never has faced major league-level pitchers. 
Fiorentino has tasted the big leagues, but he didn’t hit well at Class AA this season. 
He needs to work on his swing and build confidence. Spencer Fordin 


BOSTON RED SOX 
Injuries opened a rotation spot for 
unheralded rookie LHP Kason Gabbard, 
and he has responded with a few strong 
starts. Gabbard does a good job of 
mixing his fastball, cutter and curveball. 
.. CF Coco Crisp hasn't been fully 
healthy since breaking his left index 
finger on April 8. When he hits the 
ball off the end of the bat, pain shoots 
up his finger. That at least partly 
explains his struggles. The club hopes a 
healthy Crisp will be much better in 
2007. ARIZONA FALL LEAGUE: 
CF Jacoby Ellsbury, a first-round draft 
pick in 2005, is a speedster with a 
terrific glove. Some scouts have 
compared him to CF Johnny Damon, 
though Ellsbury has yet to show power 
similar to Damon's. RHP David Pauley, 
who displayed surprising poise during a 
stint in the majors this season, will work 
on pounding the corners with fastballs. 
He doesn't have enough velocity to 
pitch over the plate. —lan Browne 


TAMPA BAY DEVIL RAYS 


BJ. Upton made 12 errors in his first 
36 games at third base. Manager Joe 
Maddon says some of Upton's throwing 
problems can be attributed to incorrect 
footwork. ... RHP Seth McClung has 
lost about 15 pounds since returning 
from Class AAA Durham, He says he 
feels better overall but concedes he's 
stronger at the top of his weight range— 
about 285 pounds. This offseason, he'll 
try to find the lowest weight at which he 
feels strong. ARIZONA FALL LEAGUE: 
RHP Jeff Niemann, the team’s top 

draft pick in 2004, has battled 
numerous injuries. He pitched well at 
the end of this season at Class AA 
Montgomery, and the Rays would like 
him to pick up some innings this 

fall. He likely will compete for a 

rotation spot in spring training. IF Wes 
Bankston also missed time because 

of injuries, so he needs at-bats. He'll 
get an opportunity to win the first 

base job in the spring. —Bill Chastain 


NEW YORK YANKEES 

The team had planned to keep Hideki 
Matsui from playing in the outfield after 
his return from a broken wrist, but 
Matsui, currently the DH, will reclaim 
his job in left field after Gary Sheffield 
(wrist) returns, The Yankees want both 
players’ bats, plus Jason Giambi's, in 
the lineup, and replacing LF Melky 
Cabrera with Matsui may be the only 
way to do that. Sheffield likely will take 
over at first base, which will move 
Giambi to DH. ... RHP Cory Lidle 
appeared to have the No. 4 spot in 

the postseason rotation locked up, but 
two subpar starts, combined with two 
solid starts by RHP Jaret Wright, have 
put the job back up for grabs. 
ARIZONA FALL LEAGUE: LHP Sean 
Henn and RHP Darrell Rasner will work 
on fine-tuning their pitches after spending 
significant time on the D,L., 1B Eric 
Duncan will try to recapture his hitting 
stroke after a disappointing season in 
the minors. —Mark Feinsand 


TORONTO BLUE JAYS 


The Jays would like to re-sign 

RHP Justin Speier, who is one of the 
few experienced relievers on the team. 
If Speier does leave, RHP Brandon 
League will be first in line to be the 
main setup man in 2007. League is 
inexperienced but has been impressive 
while showing good command and 
allowing less than a hit per inning. ... 
Despite losing about $22 million this 
season after a free-agent spending 
spree, owner Ted Rogers is committed 
to adding more payroll for the 2007 
season. ARIZONA FALL LEAGUE: 

C Curtis Thigpen advanced from 

Class AA to AAA this season and could 
be promoted to the majors as soon as 
2007 if the Blue Jays are unable to 
bring back Gregg Zaun or Bengie 
Molina. Otherwise, Thigpen probably 
will return to Class AAA. He has been 
praised for his hitting, but at 5-10 he 
is considered undersized for his 
position. —Jordan Bastian 


When the Diamondbacks 
announced they wouldn’t be 
bringing back Luis Gonzalez next 
season, they gave him about the 
highest compliment a player can 
receive. Gonzalez is so popular in 
Arizona that the Diamondbacks 
had to tip their hand. By 
explaining the situation now, they 
hope they can avoid the wrath of 
the fans later. 

When you think of guys who 
love playing baseball and love 
being active in the community, 
you think of Luis Gonzalez. He is 
one of MLB's true ambassadors, a 
champion of the people. I think 
back to our days as teammates 
on the Astros and how he always 
stressed getting to know 
everybody, and I mean 
everybody. He was on a 
first-name basis with doormen, 
ushers and chefs all around the 
Astrodome. He made it a point to 
get involved with the people who 


worked where he worked. 

For example, there was our 
clubhouse doorman. This guy 
listened to our games on a 
transistor radio he kept on his lap. 
On our way out to the field, he’d 
tell us, “Eight and a half innings 
tonight, boys.” It was his way of 
cheering us on. That doorman and 
Gonzo really hit it off. One day, 
Gonzo bought the doorman a new 
TV. The doorman turned off his 
radio and never tuned it in again. 

On road trips, it was nothing 
for Gonzo to wait at the hotel for 
the equipment truck to get back 


Hats off to Gonzo for 
the way he has 
conducted himself 
throughout his career. 


Yankees and made him 
a rock star in the 
desert. 

He loved it, too, but 
in a good way. He 
thought it was cool that 
he couldn’t go 
anywhere without 
being noticed. He'd take 
time with everybody, 
signing autographs and 
taking pictures. 

Gonzo had arrived. 
He became a force in 
the community, able to 
get people to help other 


ALBERT DICKSON / SN 


from the ballpark so he could 
take out the clubhouse gang for 
dinner. I don’t mean he’d give the 
guys money, either. He’d go out 
with them. He is, by far, the most 
generous player I’ve been around. 
Gonzo always told us, “If you’re 
nice to people on your way up, 
they'll be nice to you on your way 
down.” 


Gonzo also was part of one of 
the dumbest trades ever: We were 
teammates in Detroit when the 
Tigers traded him to the 
Diamondbacks straight up for 
Karim Garcia. Arizona is where he 
became Gonzo. His hit in Game 7 
of the 2001 World Series beat the 


people. When Gonzo gets behind 
something, he has the city’s full 
attention. He really can help 
whomever he wants. 

And he’s good at it. After all, 
the most important thing to him 
always has been helping out. And 
he has done just that. 


G Todd Jones is a Tigers reliever. E-mail him at tiones @ sportingnews.com. 
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CHICAGO WHITE SOX 


RHP Bobby Jenks, the closer, has been bothered by right hip 
soreness, but an MRI revealed no structural damage and his 
velocity hasn't been affected. LHP Matt Thornton has emerged as 
an option to take over if Jenks becomes unavailable. ... Manager 
Ozzie Guillen considered moving RHP Javier Vazquez or LHP Mark 
Buehrle from the rotation to help an overworked bullpen, but that 
idea was scrapped after Vazquez and Buehrle began stringing 


DETROIT TIGERS 
Manager Jim Leyland believes 


RHP Jeremy Bonderman’s second half 
struggles (5.19 ERA) stem from his 


inability to build confidence in his 
changeup. Bonderman has a 


devastating slider and a good fastball, 


but there isn't much difference in 


KANSAS CITY ROYALS 


The team is evaluating Andres Blanco, but manager Buddy Bell 
says Angel Berroa still is his starter at shortstop. Blanco is a 
smooth fielder but lacks Berroa’s pop at the plate. Bell wants 
Berroa to work on his footwork in the offseason. ... Another 
injury-plagued season from DH Mike Sweeney will force the team 
into a tough decision; he is owed about $11 million next year. ... 
The team has played utilityman Esteban German in left field and 


together strong starts. ARIZONA FALL LEAGUE: OF Jerry Owens 
is making a return visit to the AFL, where he is determined to work 
on his plate discipline so he can use his speed better. Owens hit 


the pitches’ velocity and hitters have 
leamed to adjust. A changeup would 
help keep batters off-balance, but 


at third base, and he has hit .341 in limited duty. His best position 
is second base, but Mark Grudzielanek is entrenched there. 
ARIZONA FALL LEAGUE: The team is planning for its AFL 


only .262 at Class AAA this season but still finished with 
40 stolen bases. RF Jermaine Dye is the only lock in the White 
Sox outfield for 2007, so Owens has a chance to play his way 


Bonderman hasn't harnessed the 
pitch despite working on it for a 
couple of years. ... RF Magglio 


participants to reach only Class AAA next season, but RHP Luke 
Hochevar—the first overall pick in the 2006 draft—could be called 
up late in 2007. He will work on landing on his toe instead of his 


into the team’s plans. —Scott Merkin Ordonez is starting to pull hard line 
drives to left, an encouraging sign 

for a team that needs power. 
ARIZONA FALL LEAGUE: RHP Jordan 
Tata and OF Brent Clevien have shown 
potential with Detroit. Tata has a 
deceptive fastball, but he must leam 


heel and on developing a four-seam fastball. —Dick Kaegel 


CLEVELAND INDIANS 


Since the All-Star break, LHP C.C. Sabathia has re-established 
himself as the team’s ace. He mixes his slider and changeup well 
and consistently lasts deep into games. A between-starts 


MINNESOTA TWINS 

With LHP Francisco Liriano (elbow) done for the season, the focus 
Shifts to RHP Brad Radke, who could return for the final week 
despite a stress fracture in his right shoulder socket. If he can’t 


conditioning program has increased his endurance. ... CF Grady to mix his pitches and keep the ball come back, RHP Boof Bonser could overtake RHP Carlos Silva 
Sizemore is leading the A.L. in extra-base hits while batting down in the zone. Clevien has shown and be the No. 2 starter if the team makes the postseason. In 
primarily from the leadoff spot. Sizemore’s power makes him ee nS ee his recent starts, Bonser has shown more confidence and the ability 


attractive for the No. 3 hole, but the Indians like him at the top 

of the order because they get the best of both worlds—a 
productive hitter with a good eye and a strong baserunner. 
ARIZONA FALL LEAGUE: Trevor Crowe has a future with the 
Indians; the question is where. Originally a center field prospect, 
Crowe will work on his second base skills in Arizona. The position 
change may not be permanent, but the club is excited about having 
him as a potential leadoff hitter by 2008. —Anthony Castrovince 


to mix all his pitches. ... SS Jason Bartlett seems to have lost a 
bit of spring in his legs playing every day, but manager Ron 
Gardenhire isn’t overly concerned. ARIZONA FALL LEAGUE: 
RHP Kevin Slowey is on the fast track through the system. He 
relies on command and needs to get some innings on his resume. 
He could be a factor in 2007, especially if Liriano isn’t ready to go. 
3B Matt Moses is highly regarded, but his bat hasn't been as 
potent as expected and his defense needs work. —Kelly Thesier 


JAY DROWNS / SN 
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LOS ANGELES ANGELS 


C Mike Napoli has cooled off after a hot 
start in the big leagues. He’s working on 
his hand position in order to reduce the 
number of pop flies he hits. ... 2B Howie 
Kendrick was sent to the minors earlier 
this season to work on hitting breaking 
balls. Now back with the big-league 
club, he is swinging at those breaking 
balls, including the ones out of the strike 
zone. His new task is to improve his 
patience. ... The team called up 

3B Dallas McPherson, but he won't get 
much playing time because of a 
herniated disk in his lower back. He'll 
mostly be a lefthanded pinch-hitting 
option. ARIZONA FALL LEAGUE: The 
Angels will send four pitchers, a catcher, 
an infielder and an outfielder to Arizona, 
but none is expected to reach the majors next season. The club is most intrigued by 
OF Terry Evans, who was acquired from the Cardinals in the trade of RHP Jeff Weaver. 
Evans is developing a power stroke, and the team will keep an eye on how he hits 
against high-level prospects. —Mike Scarr 


Napoli 


OAKLAND ATHLETICS 


DH Frank Thomas is running much better this season, but he’s far from being a 
gazelle. He had 10 doubles and no triples in his first 424 at-bats, so he has been a 
singles and home run hitter. But Thomas still has a keen eye at the plate. He sees 
more than four pitches per at-bat, which ranks him third in the American League. ... 
LF/1B Nick Swisher has erased any doubt about his ability to become a power threat 
from both sides of the plate. He already has topped 30 home runs and could hit more 
homers than any switch hitter in the majors this season. ARIZONA FALL LEAGUE: Of 
the A's seven representatives, keep an eye on RHP Marcus McBeth and OF Travis 
Buck. McBeth has a terrific changeup, and his fastball is in the 91- to 93-mph range. 
He could emerge as an important late-inning bridge to the A’s closer, RHP Huston 
Street. Buck was on the fast track to the majors before an injury cost him most of the 
second half of the season. —Jim Street 


SEATTLE MARINERS 


OF Chris Snelling’s recent 0-for-16 skid did not concern the club because coaches 
like his compact swing. They believe the slump was a result of that swing getting too 
long and that with work, Snelling can fix it. ... Since his August 28 call-up, RHP Jon 
Huber has impressed the Mariners with a nasty slider. He isn’t afraid to throw the 
pitch when he's behind in the count. ... RHP Cha Seung Baek is expected to win a 
spot in the back of the rotation in 2007. Though he has command issues, Baek has 
shown a knack for working his way out of sticky situations. ARIZONA FALL LEAGUE: 
LHP Eric O'Flaherty, a reliever who made his major league debut in August, will refine 
his fastball, sinker and slider. SS Matt Tuiasosopo will play more at third base in the 
fall, though his biggest concer is his offense. Michael Garciaparra, who can play 
second base and shortstop, lowered his strikeouts in 2006 but needs more at-bats. 
He is the younger brother of Dodgers 1B Nomar Garciaparra. —Corey Brock 


TEXAS RANGERS 


3B Hank Blalock has been getting more time at DH because of a sore right shoulder. 
He says it doesn't bother him when he’s hitting, though his power has been limited—he 
has only three extra-base hits since August 22. ... RHP Frank Francisco, the 2004 
Rangers rookie of the year, has been activated after missing almost two years because 
of elbow surgery. His velocity has dipped, but he is a candidate for the eighth-inning 
setup role in 2007. ARIZONA FALL LEAGUE: The Rangers are keeping their best 
pitching prospects—LHP John Danks and RHPs Thomas Diamond and Eric Hurley—out 
of the AFL. But they're hoping fall play will help 3B Travis Metcalf regain his stroke. He 
hit .291 with 22 homers and 94 RBIs at Class A in ’05, when he was the team's minor 
league player of the year, but hit .221 with eight homers and 37 RBIs at Class AA this 
season. If Metcalf improves his plate discipline and shortens his swing, he could be an 
option at third by 08 because his defense is outstanding. —T-R. Sullivan 
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Kid pitchers will 
put a fresh face 
on October 


For some reason, counting on young 
pitchers in the playoffs frightens people 
more than Teri Hatcher without 
makeup. Well, folks who plan to watch 
this year's playoffs better be ready to 
cover their eyes—rookie pitchers will 
be all over the place. 

Tigers: RHPs Justin Verlander and 
Joel Zumaya. Verlander’s velocity is 
down, and he has failed to last five innings in two of his past five starts. 
He must be consistently dominant for the Tigers to be a playoff factor, 
but considering he has thrown a career-high 176/ innings, that probably 
is too much to ask. Zumaya exploded on the scene the way his fastball 
zoom-zooms past hitters, but he was slowed by tendinitis in his wrist last 
week. He likely will be ready to make bats go night-night when it counts. 

Twins: RHPs Matt Garza, Boof Bonser and Pat Neshek. Without 
phenom Francisco Liriano (elbow) behind Johan Santana, the Twins’ 1-2 
punch is a lot less intimidating. Garza’s stuff can be dominant and Bonser 
has delivered two 1-run outings in September, but how will they react if 
needed to start a crucial game, say, in New York? It’s surprising hitters 
haven’t caught on to Neshek’s funky delivery, but with the exception of 
one bad outing he has been lights-out as a setup man. 

Cardinals: RHPs Adam Wainwright and Anthony Reyes. Wainwright 
has been a revelation as a setup reliever, and he might need to fill the 
closer role with Jason Isringhausen out. Think a team with a rookie 
closer can’t win the big one? Remember Bobby Jenks? The Cardinals 
don’t have an intimidating presence behind Chris Carpenter in the 
rotation, though Reyes keeps teasing folks with his potential. 

Padres: RHP Cla Meredith. Every year, the Padres patch the bridge to 
Trevor Hoffman with a new middle reliever. Meredith might be the most 
unlikely fix yet, considering he had a 5.59 ERA and 10 blown saves in 
2005 for Class AAA Pawtucket. The sidewinder sure has things figured 
out now; he carried a club-record streak of 33% consecutive scoreless 
innings into the week. 

Dodgers: RHP Jonathan Broxton and Chad Billingsley and 
LHP Hong-Chih Kuo. Broxton has helped the bullpen recover from the 
loss of Eric Gagne. Judging from Broxton’s numbers (2.51 ERA, .210 
opponents’ average), there’s no reason to think his success can’t 
continue. Kuo is no Chien-Ming Wang but has given the Dodgers a boost. 
Billingsley, 3-0 with a 1.50 ERA in five August starts, has returned from a 
strained oblique. He or Kuo likely will be the fourth starter in the 
postseason. 

Phillies: LHP Cole Hamels. The Phillies would need Hamels to channel 
Steve Carlton to make it far. Too bad Hamels’ impact in the playoffs would 
be minimal because he’s stuck in the back of the rotation. —Shawn Reid 


The Braves may have only one souvenir, but what a trip! 


With the Braves’ run of 
division titles officially over, it’s 
an appropriate time to ask: Are 
you more into the journey or the 
destination? That is, which do 
you consider more remarkable— 
a feat such as the Marlins’ 
winning baseball's ultimate prize 
twice since 1997 or the Braves’ 
run of 14 consecutive division 
titles? 

If you’re about the journey, 
there are plenty of numbers to 
support your case. From 1991 
through 2005, the Braves won 
more games than any team in the 
majors and had the best pitching 
and most potent offense in the 
NL. 

Wins. With a 
record of 1,431-931— 
that’s 500 games over 
.500—the Braves were 


se 


the No. 2 team, the Yankees. 
That's 422 more wins than the 
Tigers, who were last among the 
nonexpansion teams. 

ERA. At 3.53, Atlanta was better 
than the Dodgers by 0.24. Put 
another way, the Braves allowed 
619 fewer runs than any 
nonexpansion team. 

Shutouts. The Braves had 
47 more than any other team 
(193-146 over the Dodgers). 

On offense, Atlanta led the N.L. 
in two key categories and trailed 
only the Rockies in batting 
average, on-base percentage and 
slugging percentage. 

Runs. The Braves outscored 


6 5 4 


el The Braves ended their past 14 full regular-season journeys with 14 postseason 
ON appearances—or one more than the 13 teams at the bottom of this list combined. 


3 


the second-place Astros, 
11,341-11,340. 

Homers. Atlanta’s 2,650 were 
78 more than the Cubs’ second- 
place total. 

Then there are enough 
individual awards to line a trail 
from Turner Field to downtown 
Atlanta: 

@ Bobby Cox was named 
SportinG News N.L. Manager of 
the Year seven times. 

@ Greg Maddux, Tom Glavine 
and John Smoltz won six Cy 
Young awards combined. 

@ Terry Pendleton, in 1991, 
and Chipper Jones, in '99, were 
N.L. MVPs. —Stan McNeal 
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ATLANTA BRAVES 


The Braves might trade RHP Tim Hudson if they can find a team willing to 
take on his heavily backloaded contract. Hudson has proved to be merely 
a middle-of-the-rotation pitcher during his two seasons in Atlanta and 
seemingly has lost the aggressive approach that brought him so much 
success with the As, ... OF Matt Diaz's inconsistent defense explains 

why he had trouble winning a roster spot with the Royals and Devil Rays 
the past few years. He is a threat at the plate, though, and the Braves 
likely will enter next season with Diaz as their fourth or fifth outfielder. 
ARIZONA FALL LEAGUE: RHPs Will Startup and Anthony Lerew will 
compete for bullpen spots next season. Startup impressed the team in 
the minors this season, especially 
Class AA. Lerew’s stock fell as he 
struggled to display consistent 
mechanics. —Mark Bowman 


FLORIDA MARLINS 


RHP Anibal Sanchez might have the 
best intangibles of any of the team’s 
rookie starting pitchers. Sanchez, 22, 
understands how to change speeds effectively with his fastball and, as he 
showed in his no-hitter, knows how to deal with pressure situations at the 
major league level. He always is prepared and has a good knowledge of 
the game. ... RF Jeremy Hermida will be used mostly as a pinch hitter 
down the stretch because he has an ankle injury that limits his mobility 
and it won't fully heal before the end of the season. 

ARIZONA FALL LEAGUE: Gaby Sanchez showed he can hit for power 
and average at Class A Greensboro, but he needs more at-bats after 
injuries cost him most of this season. The club is deciding whether 
Sanchez should catch or play first base. RHP Scott Tyler could boost his 
stock as a potential big-league reliever with a strong showing. —Joe Frisaro 


NEW YORK METS 
Rookie RHP Mike Pelfrey 
could come back for the 
final few games of the regular 
season, but his delayed return 
from a back injury means he 
won't be considered for a 
spot on the postseason 
roster. ... The team hopes to 
have C Ramon Castro (knee) 
back for the playoffs. Among 
the catchers behind Paul Lo 
Duca, Castro offers the best 
combination of offense 

and defense. He has some 
power and throws very well. 
ARIZONA FALL LEAGUE: 

In his first season as a pro, 
OF Fernando Martinez 
prospered in low Class A but 
struggled at high Class A. 
Martinez, 17, needs plenty of 
seasoning. RHP Philip 
Humber, the team’s 
first-round pick in 2004, 
earned a big-league call-up 
this season as a reward for 
his strong performance after 
recovering from elbow surgery. 
He has a decent chance of 
sticking with the Mets in 
2007. —Marty Noble 


PHILADELPHIA PHILLIES 


OF Shane Victorino wants to improve his stolen base numbers next 
season. He is one of the team's fastest players, but he needs to 
read pitchers better and get better jumps. Victorino worked with 
basestealing great Maury Wills while in the Dodgers organization, 
and the Phillies are considering bringing in a coach with similar 
credentials. ... LF Pat Burrell is starting mostly against lefthanded 
pitchers, and he has been moved from fifth to sixth in the order. 

OF Jeff Conine is hitting in the No. 5 spot ahead of Burrell because 
Conine makes better contact. ARIZONA FALL LEAGUE: RHP Gavin 
Floyd is one of seven prospects scheduled to play in Arizona, which 
speaks to how far he has fallen since making the rotation out of 
spring training. The team wants him to develop a consistent delivery 
and become more aggressive and confident. The Phillies hope 
Floyd, 23, can stick in the majors in 2007. —Ken Mandel 


WASHINGTON NATIONALS 


RHP Chad Cordero’s strikeouts are up, even though the radar gun 
doesn’t show added velocity on his high-80s to low-90s fastball. 
Manager Frank Robinson says Cordero’s heater is deceptively fast. 
... The team changed course and decided not to send RHP Zechry 
Zinicola, a sixth-round pick in June, to the Arizona Fall League 
because Zinicola threw a lot between college and the minors this 
season. Zinicola, 21, is expected to be a major player in the bullpen, 
perhaps as early as next season. ARIZONA FALL LEAGUE: OF Kory 
Casto, the organization's best hitting prospect, will play regularly in 
Arizona. If the Nationals can't re-sign Alfonso Soriano in the 
offseason, look for Casto to take over in left field in 2007. Casto 
began this season at third base, but with Ryan Zimmerman 
expected to be a long-term fixture there, Casto was moved back to 
left field, his natural position. —Bill Ladson 
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LHP Glendon Rusch is out for the rest of the season, and his career is 
in question after he was diagnosed with a blood clot in his right lung. 
2 The problem was discovered when Rusch felt some discomfort working 
out. ... C Michael Barrett is aiming for a return in the final week of the 
% season. He has been sidelined by an intrascrotal hematoma, the result 
of being hit by a foul tip in the groin. ... RHP Angel Guzman is being 
clocked in the 95-mph range, but he’s struggling with his location as he works on mechanical tweaks to 


his delivery, ARIZONA FALL LEAGUE: This will be 2B Eric Patterson's second turn in the AFL. The 
younger brother of Orioles CF Corey Patterson, Eric hit .263 for Class AA West Tenn, then 358 in 17 
games at Class AAA lowa. He needs at least another year in the minors. Like Patterson, LHP Clay Rapada, 
the closer at West Tenn, will use the AFL to prepare for a full season at lowa. —Carrie Muskat 


CINCINNATI REDS 


The final stretch of the season will be painful for 
C David Ross, who has battled plantar fasciitis 
the past month. Ross isn't bothered much by the 
injury behind the plate but feels it hitting and 
running. ... LHP Scott Schoeneweis has closed 
some games recently and has impressed 
manager Jerry Narron with his ability to retire 
lefthanded and righthanded hitters. Narron 
believes Schoeneweis’ background as a starter 
gives him a solid approach to facing righthanded 
hitters. ARIZONA FALL LEAGUE: LHP Phil 
Dumatrait is a starting prospect. Command has 
been his biggest problem, but he was able to 
teduce his number of walks this season. 

LHP Jon Coutlangus needs more game 
situations and experience against hitters but 
could develop into a strong reliever. Coutlangus 
spent 2006 at Class AA and likely will need a 
season in Class AAA, —Mark Sheldon 


MILWAUKEE BREWERS 


HOUSTON ASTROS 


Manager Phil Garner seemed committed to 
reinstating RHP Brad Lidge as the full-time closer 
after Lidge converted five straight save chances, 
but a blown save in St. Louis likely thwarted that 
plan. After Lidge allowed a game-winning two-run 
double to Albert Pujols, Garner said he would 
not call for Lidge if the same situation came up 
again. RHP Dan Wheeler recorded a save a day 
after Lidge’s failure. ... Many point to the shoulder 
injury 3B Morgan Ensberg suffered in early June 
as a reason for his lack of production on offense, 
but he had started slumping a month before the 
injury. His starts likely will be limited the rest of 
the season. ARIZONA FALL LEAGUE: The club 
would like OF Hunter Pence, the organization's 
top prospect, to work on plate discipline and 
using the whole field this fall. His defense is 
improving, and he likely will compete for a spot in 
the outfield next spring. —Alyson Footer 


JJ. Hardy and Bill Hall both are open to playing another position but would prefer to stay at shortstop, 
which leaves the club with a tough decision because Hall has played well since taking over at short after 
Hardy's season-ending ankle injury. ... RF Corey Hart has shown enough to be counted on as a starter in 
2007. He has plenty of power but considers himself a gap-to-gap hitter. Hart is a below-average defender 
but has surprising speed for his size (6-6, 214). ARIZONA FALL LEAGUE: 3B Ryan Braun hit .303 with 
15 homers and 40 RBls in 59 games after a promotion to Class AA, which has led to speculation he could 
start next season in the majors. But Braun has to work on his defense and farm director Reid Nichols 
believes in taking a level-by-level approach with prospects, so Braun likely will start 2007 at Class AAA 


and then be considered for a call-up. Adam McCalvy 


PITTSBURGH PIRATES 


LHP Shane Youman, who started the season in the 
bullpen at Class AA Altoona, will be considered for 
a rotation spot next spring. His fastball rarely tops 
87 mph, but Youman has a deceptive delivery and 
his pitches have late movement. The problem is he 
is blocked by the team’s abundance of lefthanded 
pitchers. ... Former C Ryan Doumit looks more 
comfortable at first base these days because of 
the early fielding practice he often takes with the 
coaching staff. Doumit has a long way to go, 
though, to be even an average defensive first 
baseman. ARIZONA FALL LEAGUE: Arizona will 
double as a rehab assignment for some prospects. 
1B Brad Eldred (hand) has tremendous power but 
must improve his pitch recognition. C Neil Walker 
has been injury-prone and needs more at-bats. 
RHP John Van Benschoten, who was on the D.L. 
most of the past two years with shoulder 
problems, must regain arm strength. —Ed Eagle 
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ST. LOUIS CARDINALS 


The Cardinals have a logjam in left and right fields. 
Scott Spiezio is hitting well and has joined Chris 
Duncan and Preston Wilson in the mix. The team 
also has Skip Schumaker, So Taguchi and John 
Rodriguez, the team’s top pinch hitter, on the 
bench. With Jim Edmonds (concussion) out, Juan 
Encarnacion is playing center field.... Though 
RHPs Adam Wainwright and Braden Looper will be 
the primary closers while RHP Jason Isringhausen 
(hip) is out, LHP Randy Flores could be used in a 
Save situation against some lefthanded hitters. 
ARIZONA FALL LEAGUE: |f any of the team's AFL 
players make it to the Cardinals in 2007, it likely 
will be as September call-ups. IF Brendan Ryan 
missed most of 2006 because of various injuries, 
so he needs at-bats. OF Nick Stavinoha also 
missed some time because of multiple injuries; he 
likely is the position player closest to the majors in 
the organization. Matthew Leach 


Sigh ... it’s tough to 
get pumped about the 
N.L. arms race 


We know what you're thinking, and yes, they do have to give 
out the Cy Young Award in the National League this year. 

The sexiness of this year’s race could hit an all-time low. 
Twenty-game winners, 250-strikeout totals or sub-2.50 ERAs? 
Not going to happen. 

The top vote-getter probably will have the worst all-around 
numbers for any full-season Cy Younger. Pedro Martinez (1997) 
and Randy Johnson ('99) had only 17 wins, but both had 
eye-popping secondary stats—Pedro had a 1.90 ERA, and the 
Big Unit had 364 strikeouts. In 1984, Rick Sutcliffe won 16 
games for the Cubs, but that was in only 20 starts after he 
joined the team in a June trade. 

There’s nothing exceptional about the class of '06. It's a 
bunch of good pitchers who don’t have a whole lot of victories. 
But somebody has to win. —Ryan Fagan 


THE TOP THREE 
RHP Chris Carpenter, Cardinals (15-6, 2.79 ERA, 
173 strikeouts). Carp won the award in 2005, and his ERA 
(an N.L.-best 2.79 this season, 2.83 last season) and WHIP 
(1.04, 1.06) in 2006 are similar to last year’s. He won't 
come close to his 21 wins of a year ago, but unlike during 
his preplayoff swoon last season, he's charging hard with a 
5-0 record and 1.46 ERA in his past seven starts. 
RHP Brandon Webb, Diamondbacks (16-6, 2.92, 
163). Webb was 8-0 with a 2.01 ERA through May, then 
posted an ERA of more than 5.00 in June and August. 
Back-to-back complete game wins show he’s 
ready to make a late push, though. 
RHP Trevor Hoffman, Padres 
(38 saves, 1.83 ERA). This is not even 
close to Hoffman's best season, but 
\ the weak field could direct a few 
sentimental votes toward him. He’s 
four saves from breaking Lee Smith’s 
all-time record. 


COULDA BEEN A CONTENDER 

RHP Brad Penny, Dodgers (16-8, 4.04, 132). What's 
the highest ERA for a Cy Young Award winner, you ask? 
Roger Clemens’ 3.51 in 2001. But the Rocket was 20-3 
that year. Sorry, Brad. 

RHP Carlos Zambrano, Cubs (14-6, 3.50, 188). Hey, 
14 wins on that sorry team is quite an accomplishment, but 
a back injury this month hurt his chances as much as his 
104 walks. 

RHP Bronson Arroyo, Reds (14-9, 3.17, 172). Nice 
overall numbers, though it’s hard to forget his ugly 10-start 
stretch (0-5, 5.29) from June to August. 


IN THE CONVERSATION 
RHP Roy Oswalt, Astros (13-8, 3.06, 148). Can't 
buy a win. 
RHP Josh Johnson, Marlins (12-7, 3.10, 133). Best 
of Florida’s young guns. 
RHP Matt Cain, Giants (13-9, 3.75, 163). The kid is 
5-0 with an 0.21 ERA in his past six starts. 


NOENESEY VUPINENES f FU 


This series has it all: MVP candidates, 
Rookie of the Year candidates, major 
wild-card implications and 
two teams that have been 
left for dead more times 
than Gerald Ford. And if you 
like asinine mascots, the Philly 
Phanatic will be there to annoy 
the adults and creep out the kids. 
What does it all mean? That the 
Marlins’ next fire sale is well 
ahead of schedule. 


CHRIS GARDNER / AP 


Catcher John Buck admits the Royals don’t have an 
ace to match up against Johan Santana in the opener 
of this three-game set. When he gets word of Buck's 
= comments, Runelvys 
Hernandez throws down the 
a moose carcass he is gnawing 
on and charges Buck. 


Braves’ dugout and laments the 
decline of Atlanta’s once-powerful 
rotation, which now includes Lance 
Cormier, Kyle Davies, the pitcher 
formerly known as Tim Hudson and 
Rick James—er, Chuck James. 


ARIZONA DIAMONDBACKS 


OF Chris Young primarily has been hitting leadoff since being called 
up, and his speed makes him valuable in that spot. However, 
because of his ability to drive the ball, he projects as a No. 5 hitter. 
The club won't pick up Luis Gonzalez’s option, so the 2007 opening 
day outfield likely will have Young in center, Carlos Quentin in right 
and Eric Byrnes in left. ... If RHP Jose Valverde continues to pitch 
well, he'll be the front-runner for the closer job next season. 

The key to his turnaround was settling on a splitter as his secondary 
pitch. ARIZONA FALL LEAGUE: RHP Steven Jackson and 

IF/OF Mark Reynolds could make cases for being on the big-league 
roster next season. Jackson had a fine year in Class AA; his sinker 
produces a lot of ground balls. Reynolds showed power in Class A 
and AA. He played several infield and outfield positions; the 
D-backs will test his versatility. —Steve Gilbert 


COLORADO ROCKIES 


LHP Tom Martin has rebounded from a bad 2005, and with 

LHP Ray King and RHP Jose Mesa uncertain for 2007 because of 
option situations, the Rockies could keep Martin in the bullpen. ... 
CF Jeff Salazar finally is getting the chance he was hoping for in 
spring training before an elbow injury set him back. If he makes 
consistent contact, his speed could get him playing time as a No. 2 
hitter. ... LHP Justin Hampson has displayed better velocity than 
expected and confidently mixes his curve, changeup and cut 
fastball. ARIZONA FALL LEAGUE: SS Troy Tulowitzki has impressed 
the team with his confidence on offense and defense since he was 
called up in late August. RHP Ryan Speier will join Tulowitzki in 
Arizona. Speier pitched well with the big-league club at the end of 
2005 but needs to get back to form after spending this season on 
the D.L. because of shoulder surgery. —Thomas Harding 


Dream week 


September 21-27 


THURSDAY, 9/21 
Cardinals at Astros 


FRIDAY, 9/22 
Indians at Rangers 


SATURDAY, 9/23 
Red Sox at Blue Jays 


SUNDAY, 9/24 
Marlins at Phillies 


MONDAY, 9/25 
Royals at Twins 


as TUESDAY, 9/26 
Tom Glavine glances over to the Mets at Braves 


presents 


The Astros need a four-game sweep, 
major help from other N.L. teams and no 
less than Pope Benedict XVI (another 
Killer B!) in the cleanup spot if they hope 
to pull off a miracle and overtake the 
Cardinals in the division. 


The Indians wear black armbands to signify the 
death of Travis Hafner's MVP candidacy. It was here in 
early September that a pitch by C.J. “Control Jitters” 
Wilson broke Pronk’s hand and ended his season. 


@ It's the most uneventful 
reunion since that Growing Pains 
TV special a few years back as 
Eric Hinske returns to the 
Rogers Centre. Says Hinske, “I 
didn’t feel welcome here the past 
couple of seasons. | mean, John 
Gibbons never even challenged 
me to a fight.” 


CHARLES KRUPA / AP 


WEDNESDAY, 9/27 ——————@ Kris Benson is scheduled to take the mound, 


Orioles at Yankees 


which means three things: The bullpen phone will 
ring early, Anna Benson will get more attention 
than she deserves, and there will be a shortage 
of $1 bills in the city. Chris Bahr 


ROBERT SEALE / SN 


LOS ANGELES 
DODGERS 


OF Andre Ethier’s 1-for-19 
slump during a recent trip 
caused him to lose playing 
time to Marlon Anderson. 
Ethier, who was out of the 
starting lineup for four of the 
last six games on the trip, 
admits he wore down 
mentally. ... Injuries and 
pressure created by his 

big contract contributed 

to SS Rafael Furcal’s 
early-season slump, but he 
has snapped out of it in a big 
way. He could end up as the 
Dodgers’ most productive 
leadoff hitter in nearly 30 years. 
ARIZONA FALL LEAGUE: 
The Dodgers’ most 

intriguing participants are 
hard-throwing LHP Scott 
Elbert and slick-fielding 

SS Chin-Lung Hu. Club 
Officials believe Elbert, 21, 
could arrive in the majors by 
2008. Hu has a major league 
glove and will go as far as his 
bat takes him. He hit .254 at 
Class AA Jacksonville this 
season. —Ken Gumick 


SAN DIEGO PADRES 


C Mike Piazza is having his most productive season since 2002 partly 
because he has found a comfort zone and has formed solid relationships 
with manager Bruce Bochy and his teammates. Piazza is comfortable 
asking for rest when he needs it, and that has kept him fresh for the stretch 
run. The team is interested in bringing him back. ... RHP Jake Peavy’s 
season has not been nearly as disappointing as his sub-.500 record 
suggests. He is among the N.L. strikeout leaders, and his stuff has been as 
dominant as ever since he overcame early-season shoulder tendinitis. 
ARIZONA FALL LEAGUE: C Colt Morton has tremendous raw power and 
will work on making better contact and improving 
his approach at the plate. SS Juan Ciriaco will do 
the same. Chase Headley, who could be the 
team’s third baseman by 2008, will continue to 
tefine his overall game. —Lyle Spencer 


% SAN FRANCISCO GIANTS 


2 RHP Matt Cain has been almost untouchable 
& since learning to use his curveball to 
% complement his fastball-slider combo. He 
consistently has been working ahead of batters 
and keeping his pitch counts low. The studious Cain, who leads 
National League rookies with 13 wins, could be the Giants’ ace next 
season. ... OF Randy Winn, 32, is the key to the team’s aging outfield 
defense, but he'll have to pick up his production at the plate for the 
Giants to claim a spot in the postseason. He entered the week hitting 
-152 in September. ARIZONA FALL LEAGUE: IF Kevin Frandsen could 
figure prominently into the team’s 2007 plans, but he'll need to find 
plenty of at-bats this fall to make up for the time he missed with a 
broken jaw. He's a slick fielder who showed improved hitting skills at 
Class AAA Fresno. —Rich Draper 


9/29/06 . SPORTING NEWS . 57 


g 
oO 
= 
Hz 
4S 
a 


v 


( It’s money that matters—unless you don't spend it. ) 


\ 


Cap space: 


ope comes in many 
forms in the NBA. 
There is the clean 

slate of training 

camp, which now 
is mere days away. There 
is the possibility of a 
playoff chase. And then 
there is the ultimate false 
hope—the promise of 
salary cap space. 

The Hawks played the 
cap space hand for most 
of last season as they 
careened to 26-56. The 
only team that entered the 
summer with more cap 
room than Atlanta 
($18 million) was 
Charlotte, which had 
$24.5 million in its 
evolution from an 
expansion pay scale. 

The payoff for the 
Hawks? The $6.8 million 
they will bestow this 
season on Speedy Claxton, 
a backup point guard 
masquerading as a starter, 
as well as spare change 
spent on Lorenzen Wright, 
who is loosely considered 
an NBA center. 

Granted, not every team 
with significant space was 
a summer spectator. The 
Bulls turned their 
$17 million into upgraded 


Use your illusion 


space is illusory. Most 
top-tier players re-up 
before the free-agent 
period. The draft class of 
2003 stands as the latest 
example, with LeBron 
James, Carmelo Anthony, 
Dwyane Wade and Chris 
Bosh out of reach for at 
least another four 
seasons. 

Similarly, enough 
already with the 
heralding of salary cap 
exceptions created by 
trades. For every trade 
exception that turns into 
something tangible, such 
as the Pacers’ play for Al 
Harrington, countless 
millions in trade 
exceptions expire with 
little of the fanfare that 
accompanied their 
creation. 

This summer, the Suns 
($3.6 million) and 76ers 
($4.5 million) each 
allowed trade exceptions 
to shrivel up. Though 
Phoenix hardly needed to 
bolster an already loaded 
core, the same could not 
be said for Philadelphia, 
where general manager 
Billy King was unable to 
harvest anything with the 
slot created by last 


Part of Denver's reasoning in 
rewarding free-agent PF 

is with a five-year, $23 million 
contract was his NBA-high 0.36 
rebounds per minute. The problem 
this season, however, could be 
finding him minutes. F/C Nene is 
back with a hefty free-agent 
contract, PF Kenyon Martin still is 
on the roster, C Ma 
again is pursuing lucrative 
playing-time bonuses, and PF 

th is hanging around. > Credit 
Pistons coach Flip Saunders for 
not insulating himself with 
afterthought assistants (an all too 
common trend among the paranoid 
sideline set). Instead, he added 
former head coaches 
and wens to his staff. 
> The tumble is fea at 1998 
No. 1 pick C M Dlowok 
paid his own way ior a recent 
free-agent tryout with the Suns. 
At this point, the league is in 
agreement: The Kandi Man can't. 
Olowokandi was competing for a 
spot behind C Sean Marks, which, 
by itself, says plenty. >» Back from 
microfracture knee surgery, Suns 
PF Amare Stoudemire is setting a 
goal to appear in this season’s 
All-Star Game. Of course, 
Stoudemire also had a goal of 
participating in the World 
Championships, an event he 


BOB LEVERONE / SN 


(albeit overpriced) summer’s trade of Marc missed. > Mike Krzyzewski's 


The Hawks saved and saved and 


potential with Ben Wallace. = . Jackson to the Nets. influence on the selections for Team 
The Hornets transformed their = a the apie — Already, the Grizzlies, Sonics USA could come into greater focus 
$16.5 million nest egg into Peja at is Speedy Claxton. and Bucks are positioned with 


Stojakovic and Bobby Jackson. ras read more than $10 million in cap soon. Coach K may want to use the 
And Toronto sprinkled its space for next summer. If lottery World Championships roster again 
$12.5 million among Fred Jones, The NBAs shift to a synthetic reality hits home in Memphis, next summer in Olympic qualifying. 
Anthony Parker, Jorge Garbajosa ball is a slippery slope. LeBron Seattle or Milwaukee, expect all The hunch is Jerry Colangelo and 
and other foreign intrigue. James and others on the three to point to the hope of other superiors might think 

And granted, no other team national team had a tough impending cap space. . : . 
had to operate under the court It is, after all, the opiate of the otherwise, what with Stoudemire, 
restrictions necessitated by NBA, one that all too often SG Kobe Bryant and SG Michael 
produces nothing more than an potentially available. 
empty feeling. SN 


time gripping the similar 
FIBA ball at the World 
Atlanta’s ugly ownership struggle. Championships. 

But the bottom line is, cap 
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COLLEGE BASKETBALL 


decour sportingnews.com 


If all the best players were at name schools, 
NBA scouts wouldn't need MapQuest. 


Dreams deferred— 
not destroyed 


he secret is out. Morris 

Almond, Bobby Brown and 

Blake Schilb gave up the 

goods at the NBA predraft 

camp in June. Each of 
those guys really can play. 

If you spotted any of them on 
television last season, you have 
one heck of a cable package. 
Almond is a 6-6 guard for Rice. 
Brown is a 6-0 point guard at Cal 
State Fullerton. Schilb is a 6-7 
guard for Loyola (lll.). They 
averaged 58.5 points combined 
last season, but none played in 
the NCAA Tournament, where the 
general public usually discovers 
such talents. So they wound up in 
Orlando, primarily to secure 
first-round slots but also to 
become more than college 
basketball afterthoughts. 


Now, they’re all back in college. 


Obviously, that first dream was 
deferred—but it was not crushed. 
Getting their teams to the 
tournament will help in both 
departments. 

For Rice to have a chance, the 
Owls will need a couple of 
Almond’s teammates to become 
consistent jump shooters 


UCLA accepted a commitment from junior PG Jerime Anderson of 
Anaheim, even though that takes the Bruins out of the running for 
PG Brandon Jennings of Compton, Calif., a top player in the junior 
Class. The Bruins are enthralled with Anderson, who is considered a 
pure point guard and a strong defender and leader. At summer events, the buzz 
on Jennings softened when scouts began to question whether recruiting him 
would be a high-maintenance affair. > Duke's recruiting was not on hiatus while 
coach Mike Krzyzewski was with the U.S. national team. Krzyzewski made calls 
during his downtime, and his staff worked from campus. With SF Taylor King 
and SG Nolan Smith committed for 2007-08, the Blue Devils now hope to land 
SF Kyle Singler and PF Patrick Patterson. Both are expected to visit Duke 


because Almond is going to 
attract even more attention as a 
senior. “We're going to need some 
guys to hit shots to loosen up the 
defense a little bit,” coach Willis 
Wilson says. Excluding Almond, 
Rice hit only 29.2 percent from 
3-point range last season. 

Rice was 5-3 when Almond 
topped 30 points, but he can’t be 
expected to reach that number 
every time out. He’s becoming 
more intense and assertive but 
still needs help. 

Brown simply needs to see he 
has help. Cal State Fullerton was 
7-2 last season when he had 
seven or more assists. Coach 
Bobby Burton says with Brown, 
“It’s always been score first, 

Pass second.” 

That has changed as a result of 
his trip through the draft process. 
Burton says in workouts he’s 
seeing a completely different 
player, one who understands the 
need to be a leader and 
distributor and to be tough and 
aggressive on offense. 

Schilb has the best chance 
of ending up in the 
NCAA field. Several 


4 


After displaying his skills at the 
NBA predraft camp, Schilb will 
polish ’em as a Loyola senior. 


publications favor Loyola to win 
the Horizon League, though the 
Ramblers were .500 in conference 
play and allowed opponents to 
shoot 44.8 percent last season. 


© BLOG ALERT 


The team’s 
defense must 
improve. 

Part of that 
will be Schilb’s 
responsibility, 
but he already is 
carrying a huge 
burden on 
offense. His style 
of play isn’t 
exciting unless 
you love the 
game’s 
nuances—but 
Loyola coach Jim 
Whitesell says if 
S defenses attack 
= one of Schilb’s 
& strengths, Schilb 

moves to 
another area of the floor so 
opponents must contend with 
something entirely different. 

“L always challenge him: ‘Are 
you making someone else better 
today?’ ” Whitesell says. “There 
are a lot of good players who can 
go out there and get numbers.” 

Getting those numbers on 
successful teams is one of the 
game’s toughest tricks. SN 


é Every time an Indiana player chooses 
a school other than Indiana, i 
a small bit of Hoosier hysteria erupts. 


Wait a second, Mike DeCourcy: Hoosier hysteria used to be a 


sportingnews.com. 


good thing. Tell Mike what makes you fly off the handle at 


} before the end of September. > Promoter Chris Spencer's 

| Thanksgiving tournament in Las Vegas will feature a game between 

~ two of the nation’s top five teams, Florida and Kansas. The appeal of 
that game led Spencer to move the event out of high school gyms and 


into Orleans Arena, which he calls one of the best midsized venues in the 
country. Spencer is expecting 4,000 Kansas fans and says only a few hundred 
tickets remain. > SG Ronald Ramon will assume the leadership duties Carl 
Krauser left behind at Pitt, and PG Levance Fields is a natural running the 
offense. But there are few obvious candidates to generate big baskets. It will help 
if C Aaron Gray is accurate inside. Transfer SF Mike Cook, who averaged 12.8 
points at East Carolina last season, could become a key option. 
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You don't tug on Superman's cape. You don't spit into the wind. You don't pull 
the mask off the old Lone Ranger ... and you Do Not Dance on Louisville's Bird! 


Louisville is stomping toward distinction 


emember when the wide receiver 

What’s His Name did his ego strut on 

the star at the heart of Texas Stadium? 

And how the Cowboys faithful got their 

chaps all in a wad? Imagine that 
happening again, only it’s before a game and 
it’s not one guy, it’s those rogues in University 
of Miami colors. “I heard a lot of noise,” to 
quote Amobi Okoye, an offended party, “and 
then I saw what was going on.” 

He saw ... 

“A bunch of Hurricanes stompin’ on the bird!” 

Mistake. 

“We don’t like that.” 

Big mistake. 

“Can’t tolerate that.” 

Painted at midfield of Louisville’s Papa 
John's Cardinal Stadium, there’s a pugnacious 
cardinal with its teeth bared. (Who knew 
cardinals spoiled for a fight, let alone had 
teeth?) When Miami’s misanthropes made 
their mistake, Okoye, a Louisville defensive 
lineman, rushed to join his teammates there. 
The scene caused a Louisville blogger, writing 
live, to type, “Midfield mayhem! Teams 
gathered, did a Jets and Sharks kinda dance! 
... Blood has been drawn; Honor must be 
avenged! Pistols at the 20-yard line.” 

Sometimes in the life of a sportswriter there 
come moments when you're one place and 
wish you were somewhere else. What you do 
is thank Philo T. Farnsworth for his cathode 
ray tube. You turn on the teevee to see if it’s 
possible. Can Louisville, the basketball place, 
reach football’s Big Time? Louisville? Once 
coached by the ESPN teevee idol, Lee Corso? 
(Ever an adorable goof, Corso once rode an 
elephant in a Louisville parade and noted the 
big guy’s bristly neck hairs. Only he said, “Ever 
have porcupine quills up your ass?” Corso, by 
the way, picked Miami in this one and said 
Louisville's Florida recruits were “Miami 
rejects.”) 

So a sportswriter fires up the PC. Gets some 
phone numbers. Tells the wife, do not disturb, 
man at work here. 

The midfield rumble of angered-up 


adolescents became ancient history when 
Louisville transformed Miami's swagger into a 
stagger. Oddly enough, the telling moment came 
with Miami ahead, 7-0. Late in the first quarter. 
Louisville was third-and-1 at the Miami 27. 
Quarterback Brian Brohm rolled right and nine 
Cardinals moved right with him—at which 
point he threw across the field to tight end 
Gary Barnidge, all alone, for 24 yards. 
Somebody on television said, “Genius,” an 
allusion to the Louisville brain, Bobby Petrino, 
whose new $25.5 million deal will tie him to 


If this is the result when opponents try to show 
up the Cardinals, keep the insults coming. 


the Cardinals until, not if, an elite NFL job 
comes along. ESPN/ABC’s Brad Nessler said of 
the coach’s offensive repertoire: “They’ve got 
’em at their fingertips, and they can get ’em 
called when they want ’em.” 

The throwback pass led only to a field goal. 
But it was a signal of Louisville’s superiority in 
imagination and execution, as confirmed in the 
third quarter. Then Petrino ordered up a 
befuddling no-huddle series. Four thrill-ride 
plays moved the Cardinals 44 yards to the 
Miami 9. Soon enough, Louisville’s lead was 
17-7 on its way to 31-7. It was a thrashing of the 
sort Miami once applied when stealing kids’ 


lunch money. It also raised to 257-35 the 
margin of Louisville victories in games after 
badly mistaken opponents danced on the bird. 

Louisville’s victory at home was no real 
surprise; the Cardinals were ranked 12th to 
Miami's 17th (on a reputation fading quickly). 
More important to Petrino, his team did it 
despite Brohm’s tearing up the thumb on his 
throwing hand late in the third quarter; he may 
be out six weeks. In the season opener, 
Louisville lost for the year its other Heisman 
candidate, running back Michael Bush. 

Still, the Cardinals are 3-0 and 
operating at no apparent star 
deficit. Of Louisville’s 389 yards, 
Brohm/Bush backups gained 
200. For his first pass of the 
game, quarterback Hunter 
Cantwell lasered a beautiful 
deep slant good for 45 yards 
toward the Johnny Unitas statue 
that blesses all Cardinals 
quarterbacks. Running back 
Kolby Smith scored twice, and 
George Stripling ran for 39 yards. 

Louisville’s defensive 
smackdown was almost as 
good. Miami was 3-for-12 on 
third downs, its quarterback 
sacked four times, its runners 
going nowhere. Okoye, a 
300-pound senior, came on a cell phone to say 
his Cardinals not only couldn’t tolerate the 
Hurricanes stompin’ on the bird, they still felt 
the pain of leading 24-7 only to lose 41-38 two 
seasons ago. 

“You can’t let anybody beat you up twice,” 
he said. “This was definite payback.” 

A sportswriter remembers Lee Corso’s 
Louisville teams slogging in the mud of an old 
baseball park’s basepaths. Today the Cardinals 
work in a $63 million football stadium that may 
soon have 63,000 seats. So, Amobi Okoye, can 
Louisville now win a national championship? 


JAY DROWNS / SN 


“Definitely,” he said. 
Memo to Corso: Time to get off the elephant 
and on the bandwagon. SN 
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You Wouldnt Expect a First 
Introduction to Go This Smooth 


New Heineken Premium Light 
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heinekenlight.com 
Enjoy Heineken Light Responsibly. 


ONE MAGAZINE PAGE JUST ISN’T ENOUGH. 


THE WORLD'S BIGGEST CAB >» RAM MEGA CAB® >» More rear-seat leg room than anything in its class* > Rear seats that 
actually recline > Powerful Cummins® Turbo Diesel engine or 5.7L HEMI® V8 available » Ram trucks are the longest-lasting, 


most durable line of trucks’ > For more info, visit or call 


*Based.onfull size, crew cab pickups. tBased on R.L. Polk & Co. vehicles in operation longevity statistics CY 1986-2005. Durability based on longevity. Shown with Chrome Tubular 
Side Steps, an Authentic Dodge Accessory by Mopar. 
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Cummins is a registered trademark of Cummins,dnc. Dodge, Mega Cab, Mopar,and HEMI are. registered « BA 
trademarks of DaimlerChrysler Corpotation.. Chrysler Financial is a business unitofDaimlerChryster Financial Services. | OheyserFnancioh BUCKLE UP 
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